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ABOVE: Justina’s 
charity event. 
(See page 5). 
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FEASIBILITY STUDY TO DECIDE FUTURE 

Council takes on old 
factory in Maesteg 


THE old Cooper 
Standard Factory in 
Maesteg has been bought 
by Bridgend County 
Borough Council. 

The factory, which made 
rubber channelling for the 
motor industry, closed about 
two years ago, when the 
American owners moved pro¬ 
duction to a new factory in 
Poland. 

Since then, it has been up 


for sale. The council has now 
stepped in to buy the factory, 
known for many years as 
Silent Channel, lock stock and 
barrel with encouragement 
from the Welsh Assembly 
Government. 

A council spokesman said 
that it was very early days and 
that a feasibility study was 
being carried out to see how 
best the premises could be 
used to create new jobs. 

It is unlikely that a single 


employer will be found to take 
over the entire factory and the 
council is looking to sub-divide 
the extensive premises to a 
number of smaller employers 
seeking suitable industrial 
premises. 

The privately-owned 

Budelpack factory next door, 
formerly Revlon and later 
Cosi, is being cleared, but it is 
unclear what will happen to 
this land. 


COME TO THE COPACABANA! 



Stopping the traffic in Porthcawl! See page 5 for full details. (Photo by Malcolm Nugent.) 


Shock Grand Pavilion 
blaze leaves junior 
actors out in the cold 


Christmas lights problems are 
blamed on local power supply 


A FIRE at 
Porthcawl’s Grand 
Pavilion has forced 
the postponement 
of a junior youth 
theatre production 
involving dozens of 
local youngsters. 

In fact, the blaze 
broke out while the 
Bridgend Junior Youth 
Theatre were rehearsing 
- but the juniors were 
not on the main stage at 
the time. 

The GEM under¬ 
stands that there has 
been damage to the 
sound system, which 
was only recently 
upgraded after a dona¬ 
tion by Porthcawl Town 
Council. 



‘THE SHOW CAN’T GO ON!’ 

The young actors (above) were all smiles dur¬ 
ing rehearsal - but then came news of the fire 
that has forced their show to be called off. 

The new production (April 8) and run for 
by the junior Bridgend three nights. 

Youth Theatre, Mulan, However, a Bridgend 
was due to open tonight County Borough 


Amy and Kellie 
would like to 
welcome you 
to their newly 
opened 
Cowbridge 
Boutique. 

Stockists of: 

• Arrogant Cat 

• Dawn Stretton 

• Pia Michi 

• Diva 

• CeCi 
•Yuki 

• Moda in Pelle 

• Elsa Haag 

• Dynasty 

• Lipsy 

• Forever Unique 

In house expert, offering coloi^ 
and style analysis to personalise .' 
your shopping exprience. j 




Council (BCBC) 

spokesman said: “As a 
result of the fire on the 
stage of the Grand 
Pavilion last night, it has 
been necessary to post¬ 
pone this week’s 
Bridgend Youth Theatre 
performance of ‘Mulan’. 

“Ticket holders will 
be contacted in due 
course with details of 
new arrangements and 
dates for the shows, but 
if you have any other 
queries in the meantime, 
please contact the box 
office on 01656 
815995.” 

The spokesman con¬ 
tinued: “A small fire 
occurred at the Grand 
Pavilion at around 7pm 
on Tuesday, April 6. 

“It broke out in the 
stage area and was dealt 
with by fire crews after 
staff followed estab¬ 
lished safety procedures, 
which included contain¬ 
ing the fire by lowering 
the safety curtain. 

“A rehearsal for a 
youth theatre show was 
under way in another 
part of the building, but 
everybody was quickly 
and safely evacuated and 
no one was harmed. 

“The stage, curtains 
and electrics have suf¬ 
fered some damage, 
which is currently being 
assessed. 

“Staff at the Grand 
Pavilion and Bridgend 
County Borough 

Council would like to 
thank the fire service for 
their prompt response.” 

As The GEM went to 
press, BCBC issued a 
statement adding: “We 
are working hard to 
ensure that minimum 
disruption occurs to the 
forthcoming perform¬ 
ance schedule. 


Representatives of 
Lumalite and the 
Bridgend County 
Borough Council 
(BCBC) have attend¬ 
ed a meeting of 
Porthcawl Town 
Council, to discuss 
problems with the 
town’s Christmas 
street lighting. 

Councillors were not 
happy with the lighting. 


stating that many of the 
lights were faulty and 
did not seem to be suit¬ 
able for the windy 
weather conditions. 

But Mr Stephen 
Jackson of Lumalite 
stated that the majority 
of the failures were 
down to inadequate 
power supplies. Only 
three out of 41 reported 
lighting failures were 
down to faulty lights - 


the rest were down to 
faulty power supplies, 
which were the respon¬ 
sibility of the town 
council. 

Mr Steve Cottrell of 
BCBC said that they 
were responsible for the 
street lighting and carry 
out scouting to identify 
faults. They had reme¬ 
died faulty power sup¬ 
plies notified to them by 
the town council. 


Mr Cottrell added 
that the lights on the 
Christmas tree next to 
the police station could 
not be located closer 
than six feet to the 
ground for health and 
safety reasons. 

The Town Council 
has now agreed to pay 
Lumalite the outstand¬ 
ing sum on their 
invoice. 



C(ife Bof 

New 

Daytime Menu 

Tuesdays through Saturdays 10am to 3pm 
Choose from a variety of 
tasty meals including: 

Liver and Onions .£3.75 

Gammon Ham, Egg & Chips .. £3.75 

Breakfasts.£3.99 & £4.99 

Cumberland Sausage & Mash . £4.95 

Prime Jumbo Cod.£5.95 

and much more! 

All meals are 
freshly 
prepared 
and our 
chips are 
HOMEMADEI 
Now Serving! 
SUNDAY LUNCH 

12 noon - 3 pm 
Two Courses 
£8.95 

Three Courses 
£10.95 

Its all at... 


TAPAS (( BR^,*.ERY ) BAR 

\\ BRIDGEND • PENYBONT // 

Tondu Rd Bridgend 

01656 838281 

www.breweryfield.co.uk 




TRAVELLA 


MENSWEAR & 
LADIES FASHIONS 


NEW 

THIS SEASON 

Henleys 
Ripstop 
Police Jeans 

For men... 

Eko Tee-Shirts 

Also NOMINATION 
Bracelets 

Men's wedding hire, 
accessories and ladies jewellery 


145 Commercial Street, 
MAESTEG 

S Tel: 01656 733496 m 
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Thank you for saying you saw it in The GEM 


Thursday, April 8th, 2010 


Whatever your preference, the 
important thing is to VOTE! 


AS the general 
election campaign 
gets under way, 
Bridgend MP 
MADELEINE MOON 
urges the public to 
exercise their 
democratic rights 
at the ballot box. 



I N the early 
1800s, only men 
with substantial 
personal wealth 
could vote in elec¬ 
tions: they repre¬ 
sented only 3 per 
cent of the UK pop¬ 
ulation as a whole, 
yet they were 
responsible for 
choosing a govern¬ 
ment for everyone. 

The campaign against 
this system lasted for 
over 100 years and even 
resulted in several men 
and women losing their 
lives in order to win the 
right to vote. 

It wasn’t until 1918 
that all women aged 
over 30 and all men 
aged over 21 were even¬ 
tually given the right to 
vote. Subsequent 
Representation of the 
People Acts in 1928 and 
1969 lowered the voting 
age to 18 for everyone. 

For over 40 years, 
therefore, every adult in 
the UK has had the right 
to vote to decide who 
will run the country. 

With a general elec¬ 
tion to be within weeks, 
the need to exercise 
your right to vote is as 
important today as it has 


BRIDGEND MP 
Madeleine Moon 
accompanied two 
members of 
Porthcawl RNLI to 
a special 
‘Community 
Heroes’ reception at 
No 10 Downing 
Street recently. 

Philip Missen MBE 


ever been. Despite the 
long struggle to secure 
the right to vote, the 
number of people who 
actually vote has steadi¬ 
ly decreased with every 
election. 

Indeed, only 59 per 
cent of eligible voters in 
the Bridgend constituen¬ 
cy voted in the 2005 
general election. 

This figure doesn’t 
include the many thou¬ 
sands of people in the 
area who aren’t regis¬ 
tered to vote at all. 

I have strong faith in 
our parliamentary sys¬ 
tem and am very proud 
to represent the people 
of Bridgend in 
Westminster. 

However, I feel equal¬ 
ly strongly that more 
people should partici¬ 
pate in the political 
process. Your vote, how¬ 
ever you decide to exer¬ 
cise it, empowers you to 
choose what you think is 
right for the future of 
the country. 

The Hansard Society 
is a leading non-partisan 
political research charity 
that has investigated the 
level of political engage¬ 
ment since 2004. 

Their most recent 
report highlights that 
many people feel very 


and Wendy Conley of 
Porthcawl RNLI 
attended the event, 
hosted by the Prime 
Minister Gordon 
Brown and Mrs Brown. 

They were invited by 
Mrs Moon to honour 
their dedication, 
courage and commit¬ 
ment to duty, risking 
their lives on a daily 
basis to help those in 


strongly about politics, 
with 76 per cent of the 
population believing it is 
their duty to vote and 
two-thirds of the popula¬ 
tion rejecting the idea 
that ‘politics is a waste 
of time’. 

This is heartening, but 
the same survey found 
that only 2 in 5 people 
discussed politics or 
political news with 
someone else over the 
past 2-3 years. 

More importantly, 69 
per cent of the popula¬ 
tion believe that the cur¬ 
rent system of governing 
Great Britain could be 
improved either ‘quite a 
lot’ or ‘a great deal’. 

These figures illus¬ 
trate that people know 
and appreciate the 
importance of 
Parliament, but that 
there is considerable dis¬ 
illusionment with poli- 


danger around our 
coasts. 

She said: “I invited 
Phil and Wendy to the 
reception to meet the 
Prime Minister to 
recognise their commit¬ 
ment and to pay tribute 
to them, and all the 
crew members of the 
lifeboat, who are all 
members, risking their 
lives for others.” 


tics at the moment. 

I understand this and 
appreciate how recent 
events have damaged the 
reputation of Parliament. 
I share the frustration 
that many people feel 
towards some areas of 
government. 

There are many ways 
to make a difference, 
and the most basic (yet 
important) of all is to 
vote. In order to vote, 
you need to be regis¬ 
tered. 

Many people may 
think they are already 
registered, but this may 
not be the case. If you 
have recently moved 
house, for example, you 
may not be registered. 

If you’re unsure 
whether you’re regis¬ 
tered or not, you can 
contact Bridgend 
County Borough 
Council’s electoral serv¬ 
ices department. {See 
page 5 ) 

They can send your 
new registration forms 


T he age dis¬ 
crimination 
task group of 
The Older People’s 
Strategy Forum 
have tirelessly cam¬ 
paigned to the 
Ministry of Justice, 
on the issue of peo¬ 
ple over the age of 
70 being barred 
from jury service. 

There appears to be 
no logical explanation 
as to why this is so, 
and the forum feel it is 
an outdated piece of 
legislation, and cur¬ 
rently excludes many 
people who would be 
competent to sit as 
jurors. 

The Ministry of 
Justice have, from 
March 16, launched a 
consultation on raising 
the upper age limit for 
jury service. 

Please have your 
say on this important 
issue. 

Details on how you 
can express your views 


for regular or postal 
votes, which enable you 
to vote if you cannot 
make it to a local 
polling station on the 
day of the election. 

The department can 
be contacted by email 
(electoral @bridgend.gov 
.uk) or by telephone 
(01656 643293). For 
more general informa¬ 
tion on all aspects of 
voting, visit www.about- 
myvote.co.uk. 

In order to make the 
most of your vote, it is 
vitally important to 
know what you’re vot¬ 
ing for. 

You may already have 
received information 
through the door or per¬ 
haps met with represen¬ 
tatives of different polit¬ 
ical parties when they 
called at your home. 

I would urge you to 
take this opportunity to 
ask questions of each 
party and candidate: 

What future do you 
see for this country? 

How would you reduce 
crime, improve educa¬ 
tion, health, employment 
and the economy? 

Everyone has a differ¬ 
ent view and different 
priorities, and you must 
make the choice that you 
think is best for you and 
for the country. 

Ultimately, the deci¬ 
sion is yours and yours 
alone. 


to the Ministry of 
Justice can be found 
on the forum’s website 
at www.valeopf.org.uk 
Jane Weldon 
(Age discrimination 
task group member, 
OPF) 


T he most important 
thing is that you vote. As 
citizens of this country, I 
believe that it is our 
responsibility to take 
part in elections. 

Many people I have 
met share this view, and 
I hope to see more peo¬ 
ple making the most of 
their right to vote at the 
upcoming election. 


Sorry, 

Alice! 



The GEM was 
delighted last week 
to congratulate Alice 
Owen on reaching 
the grand age of 
105. 

Unfortunately, a glitch 
meant that she was ‘re¬ 
named’ as Alice Young. 

However, a family 
member has contacted 
us, asking to correct the 
suggestion made that 
Alice was Maesteg born 
and bred. 

He said: “Alice was 
Caerau born and bred — 
and in these parts that 
makes a big 
difference! ” 

Finally, the article 
pointed out that Alice 
had always lived within 
a two-and-a-half mile 
radius. She did, of 
course, frequently travel 
far and wide on holiday. 


HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL APRIL 15) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are those 
in Porthcawl It should be remembered that along 
the coast, high tide times will vary. For instance, in 
Barry, the high point will be 20 - 25 minutes later. 


DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 



AM 

M 

PM 

M 

08 

Thur 

02.17 

7.2 

15.09 

7.1 

09 

Fri 

03.42 

7.6 

16.21 

7.6 

10 

Sat 

04.41 

8.2 

17.11 

8.1 

11 

Sun 

05.27 

8.4 

17.52 

8.6 

12 

Mon 

06.06 

8.8 

18.24 

8.8 

13 

Tues 

06.42 

9.2 

18.59 

9.3 

14 

Wed 

07.12 

9.4 

19.29 

9.5 

15 

Thur 

07.47 

9.5 

20.03 

9.7 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where 
they could be cut off, should always check with a 
tide tablespecific to their location. 


PORTHCAWL RNLI 
WELCOMED TO 
DOWNING STREET 



RNLTs ‘Community Heroes^ at 10 Downing Street. 


Jury service ban 
for over-70s 


LOCAL INFOiMATION 

MADELEINE MOON MP for Bridgend 
Westminster office - 02072194417. Constituency 
office - 47 Nolton Street, Bridgend. Open 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, 10am - 12pm 
(by appointment only). Telephone 01656 750002. 
HUW IRRANCA-DAVIES MP for Ogmore 
Constituency Office 01656 737777 
JANICE GREGORY AM for Ogmore 
Constituency Office 01656 860034 
CARWYN JONES AM for Bridgend 
Constituency office 01656 664320 
Bethan Jenkins AM for South West Wales 
Telephone 01639 643549 
BRIDGEND CAB Citizens’ Advice Bureau, 
Ground Floor, 26 Dunraven Place, Bridgend 
CF31 IJD 01656 654951 - Open: Monday: 10am 
to 2pm - information only; Tuesday to Friday: 

10am to 12.30pm - advice sessions. Tuesday to 
Friday 12.30pm to 1.30pm - information only. 
MAESTEG CAB Citizens’ Advice Bureau 
01656 734662 

POLICE Bridgend 01656 655555 
Porthcawl 01656 785411 
Maesteg 01656 732122 
CRIMESTOPPERS 0800 555111 
(Emergency number 999) 

COASTGUARD 01792 366534 

GAS (escapes and emergency) 0800 111999 

ELECTRICITY (power cuts) 0800 0520400 

WATER SUPPLY (emergency) 0800 0520130 

FLOOD LINE 0845 9881188 

HELPLINES 

Alcohol and drugs: 

Drinkline 0800 9178282 

National Drugs Helpline 0800 776600 

DASH 01656 650686 

SSAFA - Forces Help for serving and ex-service 

men, women and families in need 01656 785435 

RAF Association Welfare Officer 

01495 249522/01446 740522 

SAMARITANS (emotional support) 01656 662333 

MENTAL DISTRESS 

(Mental Health Matters) 01656 767045 

CHILDLINE 0800 1111 

NSPCC 0800 800500 

RSPCA 0300 123 0744 

WOMEN’S AID 01656 766139 

Bridgend Carers’ Centre 01656 658479 

Alzheimer’s Society (Bridgend) 01656 651490 

BRIDGEND COUNTY BOROUGH 

COUNCIL 

Housing service 

(General inquiries) 01656 643643; 

(emergencies out of hours) 01656 643643; 
(homelessness) 01656 643643. 

EDUCATION 01656 643643 

LEISURE AND COMMUNITY 

SERVICES 01656 642677 

HIGHWAYS (drains, blockages etc) 01656 643643 

HIGHWAYS EMERGENCIES 

(outside normal working hours) 07831 143600 

SOCIAL SERVICES 

(general enquiries) 01656 642200 

SOCIAL SERVICE EMERGENCIES 

(outside normal working hours) 01443 204010 

HOSPITALS Princess of Wales Hospital, 

Bridgend 01656 752752/668090. 

Bridgend and District NHS Trust 
01656 752752/668090. 

VOLUNTARY WORK Bridgend Association of 
Voluntary Organisations (BAVO) 01656 810400 
TOWN AND COMMUNITY COUNCILS 
Brackla Community Council 01656 767072 
Bridgend Town Council 01656 659943 
Cefn Cribwr Community Council 01656 741354 
Coity Higher Community Council 01656 656358 
Cornelly Community Council 07882 044798 
Pyle Community Council 0790 460 4049 
Coychurch Higher Comm Council 01656 863418 
Coychurch Lower Comm Council 01656 647216 
Garw Valley Community Council 01656 736751 
Laleston Community Council 01656 656506 
Llangynwyd Lower Comm Council 01656 720086 
Llangynwyd Middle Comm Council 01656 738804 
Maesteg Town Council 01656 732631 
Merthyr Mawr Community Council 01656 670058 
Newcastle Higher Comm Council 01446 750663. 
Ogmore Valley Community Council 01656 849402 
Pencoed Town Council 01656 869031 
Porthcawl Town Council 01656 782215 
St Brides Minor Comm Council 01656 725031 
Ynysawdre Community Council 01656 736751 


“ A family owned newspaper covering Penarth to Porthcawl! 


“ We hope you 
enjoy your GEM” 

CAROLINE 

ATTYA 

General Manager 
& Editorial Director 

CLARE GORE 

Assistant to 
^ General Manager 


^ “We aim to use ^ 
all local news 
items submitted” 

Please email us at: 
ggem @internet-today.co. uk 

DON JOHN 

^^^Editoria^Hanagei’ 


^ Professional ^ 
advertising staff are 
highly experienced in 
planning advertising 
campaigns. 
Please 

email your enquiry to 
gemsales@internet- 
^ today.co.uk 


^ Enquiries concerning ^ 
payment of accounts 
may be discussed with 
our Accounts Manager 


MARGARET 
VANDERWARKER 
on 01446 774484 


VISIT OUR ^ 
WEBSITES: 

cowbridge- 

today.co.uk 

barry-today.co.uk 

llantwit-major- 

today.co.uk 

bridgend-todayxo^ 


For all enquiries 
concerning the 
distribution of 
this newspaper, 
please telephone 
^ 01446 774484 


^ All advertisements ^ 
are accepted under 
our conditions of 
acceptance. 

A copy of this is 
on display at our 
Cowbridge office, 
or will be sent out 
^ upon request 


Write to us at: 

Glamorgan GEM, 

Graig House, 

53 Eastgate, 
Cowbridge, 

CF71 7EL 


Tel: 01446 774484 
or email us at: 


ggem@iiiternet-today.co.uk 
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THE GEM - 3 


Thursday, April 8th, 2010 


Thank you for saying you saw it in The GEM 


p 


More people using public transport... 

REPORT SPELLS OUT 
BOROUGH COUNCIL’S 
BUS SERVICE POLICY 


THE advent of the 
Welsh Assembly 
Government free 
bus passes for sen¬ 
ior citizens and the 
disabled has result¬ 
ed, not surprisingly, 
in more people 
catching buses in 
Bridgend. 

A report to the com¬ 
munity renewal scrutiny 
committee at Bridgend 
County Borough Council 
(BCBC) revealed that the 
development of a con¬ 
tracted bus services net¬ 
work, which plugs the 
gaps left by commercial 
operators, had also 
increased the use of pub¬ 
lic transport. 

The report says that 
this has introduced more 
stability into service pro¬ 
vision, allowing people 
to reduce their use of a 
car, or even dispense 
with one altogether and 
use public transport 
instead. 

Before the free bus 
passes came into being, 
Bridgend issued 5,600 
concessionary fare pass¬ 
es of its own but this has 
risen to more than 30,400 
free bus passes being 
issued to local residents. 

Free bus pass holders 
in Bridgend made more 
than 2.1m journeys at a 
cost of more than £3m in 
the last year. The average 
fare is £1.45p. 

Bus services in 
Bridgend are provided in 
two ways - mainstream 
services which usually 
operate in the day and are 
provided commercially 


A BID for funding 
for transport 

schemes in 

Bridgend worth 
millions of pounds 
has been submitted 
to the Welsh 
Assembly 
Government. 

The schemes are 
included in the regional 
transport five-year plan 
which has been put 
together by SEWTA - the 
South East Wales 
Transport Alliance, 
which consists of all 10 
councils in an areas 
stretching from Bridgend 
east to Monmouth and as 
far north as Merthyr 
Tydfil. 

The schemes submit¬ 
ted for Bridgend include: 

# The Bridgend 
Transport Interchange 
costing £2.8m, which 
will enable buses to pick 
up and drop off at 
Bridgend Railway 
Station using a mini bus 
station to be built on land 
alongside. 

The feasibility study 
for this is complete and it 
is scheduled for imple¬ 
mentation in the new 
financial year, subject to 


by bus operators with no 
payment at all from the 
council - and council 
provided services. 

On the commercial 
side, each route has to 
make a profit, so that the 
service can continue 
because bus companies 
are not allowed to sub¬ 
sidise loss-making routes 
with profits from suc¬ 
cessful ones. 

This means, that com¬ 
mercial services general¬ 
ly only operate fctween 
7 am and 6pm Monday to 
Saturday. Outside of 
these hours, the council 
pays for services to run. 

These services are the 
contracted bus network 
services provided outside 
the core daytime hours 
plus all services on 
Sundays, and run to areas 
where there is no other 
service provision. 

The council has the 
power to run those serv¬ 
ices which would not 
otherwise be provided by 
a commercial operator. 
Some of these buses 
operate in areas outside 
the commercial network 
and are the only services 
provided. 

The council has to 
fully-fund almost all 
early morning, evening 
and Sunday services. It 
also fully funds minor 
diversions to routes 
which are commercially 
operated. 

The majority of day¬ 
time services are, howev¬ 
er, provided on a com¬ 
mercial basis and receive 
no funding from the 
council. Therefore, it has 


grant aid being available. 

# Improvements to 

the Broadlands round¬ 
about along the A48 due 
to cost £750,000. The 
feasibility study is com¬ 
pleted, as are studies to 
another roundabout 

along this road - the 
Ewenny roundabout 

which is due to cost £lm. 

A further scheme to 
dual the A48 between the 
Ewenny and Redhill 
roundabout at Laleston is 
also in the plan at a cost 
of £7m. The feasibility 
study for that is also 
complete. 

# An improvement 
scheme for the Sarn to 
Maesteg road is also in 
the plan at a cost of 
£3.2m. 

Other schemes are 
also included, but for 
later years from 2012 
onwards. 

The rail improvement 
plans to double the num¬ 
ber of trains on the 
Maesteg and Vale of 
Glamorgan lines - from 
an hourly to half-hourly 
service - are being put 
forward by the Welsh 
Assembly Government 
directly as part of the 
Wales Rail Eorward 
Programme. 


no power to intervene in 
the way they are run and 
cannot vary times or 
routes. 

When the council pro¬ 
vides a service, it pays 
the full cost of providing 
it. This remains the same 
regardless of how many 
people use the service. 

Most services are an 
extension of the daytime 
commercial services into 
the evenings, so that each 
area continues to receive 
a service after commer¬ 
cial operations would 
have ended. 

In other cases where 
this is not possible, the 
council pays the full 
costs of a service like the 
Bridgend to Blaengarw 
via Pontyrhyl 

(Braichycymer) or 
Bridgend to Talbot Green 
via Heol y Cyw. 

The average cost per 
passenger to the council 
is £1.60p and contracted 
services provided by the 
council carry almost half 
a million passengers. 

The council’s services 
are subject to regulation 
by the Welsh Assembly 
and by the Wales Audit 
Office, and the council 
also tries to assess their 
effectiveness by regular 
bus users UK surgeries. 

The cost of providing 
the contracted services is 
covered by the council’s 
public transport budget 


SUMMER holiday 
playschemes 
throughout 
Bridgend county 
borough are to be 
cut back because of 
a reduction in fund¬ 
ing from Bridgend 
County Borough 
Council. 

The council has 
halved the budget from 
£62,000 to £30,000 for 
this summer, and wants 
to reduce the overall 
number to have larger, 
more strategically placed 
schemes. 

It hoped to have at 
least one within the 
catchment areas of each 
comprehensive school in 
the borough. This would 
mean one for Maesteg, 
Porthcawl, Ogmore, 
Garw, Kenfig Hill, 
Bryntirion, Pencoed and 
Bridgend. 


of £546,130, plus a WAG 
grant of £463,130. 

The WAG grants have 
enabled the council to 
restore most Sunday 
services and also covered 
some completely new 
routes and diversions. 

They have also 
allowed the council to 
take on routes that bus 
operators have de-regis- 
tered because they are no 
longer financially viable. 

The report adds: “It is 
evident that the public 
transport strategies 
adopted by this council 
are working. Bridgend 
has one of the most 
extensive commercially- 
operated bus networks in 
the south Wales region, 
and on this foundation it 
has been possible to 
build the contracted bus 
service network of 
today.” 

BCBC believes that 
the network demon¬ 
strates to both the public 
and to bus companies the 
council’s commitment to 
removing social exclu¬ 
sion by increasing acces¬ 
sibility to public trans¬ 
port and facilitating a 
“shift” away from the 
car. 

This gives the public 
confidence to use public 
transport and bus opera¬ 
tors the confidence they 
need to invest in new 
buses and services. 


However, this 
depends on town and 
community councils 
contributing towards 
them. Last year, they put 
in £24,000 in total. 

A report to the town 
and community council 
forum revealed that 
attendances at these 
playschemes has been 
falling, as children have 
other activities, includ¬ 
ing free swimming pro¬ 
vided by the Welsh 
Assembly Government 
and activities organised 
at leisure and sports cen¬ 
tres. 

A majority of children 
attending are also Bridge 
Card holders. 

Town and community 
councils which serve 
more remote or rural 
areas will be able to 
organise their own sum¬ 
mer holiday schemes but 
will have to meet the full 
costs themselves. 


Guest house 
is no longer 

PERMISSION has been given by 
Bridgend planners for a former 
Porthcawl guest house to be turned into a 
house. 

The development control committee heard that 
the property at 1, Esplanade Avenue, located at the 
Gordon Road end of the street, had failed a fire 
inspection and needed a substantial amount of work 
to bring it up to standard, which the landlady could 
not afford. She has since sold the premises to the 
current owners. 

They intend to demolish a two storey extension 
and replace it with a new single storey extension for 
a study, utility room and WC. 


Council bids 
for transport 
plans funding 


Cut backs for 
playschemes 


Family fundraising for the 
Sandville centre and Haiti 


SIAN and David 
Jones of Nottage, 

Porthcawl, with the 
help of their two 
daughters, Felicity 
and Samantha, 
recently held a 
fundraising lunch at 
their home in 
Nottage village. 

Tickets for the spicy 
lunch of assorted curries 
with rice salad and bread 
were a very reasonable 
£5 and beer, wine and 
soft drinks were also on 
sale. 

Approximately 50 peo¬ 
ple attended and a staggering total of £782 was 
raised. 

Sian Jones said: “In the weeks leading up to the 
lunch, I made all the curries in batches and then 
froze them. It was simply a case of reheating on the 
day. 

“People were very generous, donating lovely raf¬ 



fle prizes and the slogan for the day was - Be altru¬ 
istic and have another drink! 

“Everyone enjoyed themselves for the two 
worthwhile causes and we have been asked to make 
this an annual event!” 


Lifeguards give Sandy 
Bay a spring clean-up 


THINGS are hap¬ 
pening down on 
Sandy Bay in 
Porthcawl, and 
across at Rhych 
Point, the new life¬ 
guard station is 
appearing. 

In the meantime, 
Porthcawl Lifeguard 
Club (PLGC) has been 
busy preparing for a new 
season and has given 
Sandy Bay its first spring 
clean. 

Last year, the club 
‘adopted’ the beach 
under the Marine 
Conservation Society’s 
(MCS) Beachwatch 
scheme. 

There will be four 
clean-ups each year, and 
records will be kept of 
the type and quantity of 
rubbish found. This is on 



top of the regular clean¬ 
ups that club volunteers 
carry out when they can. 

The four MCS clean¬ 
ups are also an opportu¬ 
nity for local people who 
believe in looking after 
their beautiful beaches to 
join in. 

The club kicked things 


Axe poised over 
trees at Maesteg 


TREES planted 
only five years ago 
as part of the 
Maesteg regenera¬ 
tion scheme may be 
for the chop. 

Bridgend’s cabinet 
has accepted a series of 
recommendations from 
the corporate resources 
scrutiny committee 
which set up a special 
panel to look into the 
CCTV system operated 
by the council. 

This panel found that 
the cameras are 
obscured throughout 
Commercial Street in 
Maesteg by the trees 
planted under regenera¬ 
tion. 

There were warnings 
at the time that the trees 
could interfere with the 
cameras, but these were 
ignored by the council 
which proceeded with 
the tree planting 
scheme. 

Now, the cabinet has 
decided that remedial 
works needed to provide 
all existing CCTV cam¬ 
eras with a clear line of 
sight be undertaken as a 
priority. 

But if obstructions 
are caused by objects 


outside the control of 
the council, it will be 
impossible to get clear 
sight lines for all cam¬ 
eras on the net work. 

This restriction will 
not apply to Maesteg as 
the trees are owned by 
the council. 

It is not clear at this 
stage how many of the 
trees would need to be 
felled or lopped in order 
to prevent cameras from 
being affected. Police 
have also complained 
about the effectiveness 
of the cameras being 
impaired by the trees. 

The cabinet has also 
agreed to support the 
purchase of new equip¬ 
ment to bring the CCTV 
unit up to the required 
specification so that 
images can be recorded 
which can be used as 
evidence in court. This 
work is to be completed 
by December. 

The council will also 
look into areas where 
the cameras are inhibit¬ 
ed by poor lighting. In 
those cases, action could 
include upgrading the 
lighting or by installing 
higher specification 
cameras which can 
operate in poor light. 


off on Sunday, March 28, 
and club captain Steph 
Davenport said after¬ 
wards: “I want to say a 
huge thank you to all 
who turned up for the 
first beach clean of the 
season. 

“It was good to see 
people who don’t just 
moan about the rubbish 
but do something about 
it. We’re averaging 30 
members per clean and 
are getting better each 
time at recording.” 

The second MCS 
Beach Clean of 2010 is 


being arranged, and plans 
to involve local schools 
on Eriday, June 25, with 
other community organi¬ 
sations providing infor¬ 
mation and activities for 
the kids. 

Steph added: “All this 
effort shows a real com¬ 
mitment by locals to 
improving and enjoying 
their own environment 
and everyone is welcome 
to join in. Contact the 
PLGC secretary by email 
on secplgc@hotmail.com 
or look for us on 
Eacebook.” 


News in brief 


A MAP showing the 
spread of Japanese 
knotweed throughout 
Bridgend county bor¬ 
ough is being prepared 
by officers of BCBC, 
who are looking for 
information about 
where there are patches 
of the invasive weed. 

They are also mapping 
other invasive species 
like Ragwort, Parrot 
feather, Fanweed, 

Cottoneaster and 

Pygmy weed. 

BCBC has applied for a 
grant under the Welsh 
Assembly 
Government’s Future 
Jobs Fund to employ 12 
young people aged 
between 18 and 24 to go 
around the doorsteps of 
the borough, talking to 
people about the new 
refuse collection service 
that comes into effect in 
June. 

The new contract 
reduces refuse collections 
from once a week to once 
a fortnight, but increases 
the number and type of 
waste recycling schemes. 


There will be a full-scale 
publicity campaign in the 
run-up to the changes in 
June. 

OGMORE Valley 

Community Council 
has agreed to pay £6, 
644 for the Christmas 
street lighting in the val¬ 
ley, but a complaint will 
also be registered about 
the standard of lighting 
provided by the suppli¬ 
er. 

OGMORE Valley 

Community Council has 
agreed to make a £150 
donation to the Bridgend- 
based charity Home Start 
which helps local fami¬ 
lies. Local scouts are to 
get £50. 

PLANS have been sub¬ 
mitted to build three 
three-bedroomed ter¬ 
race houses on the site 
of the old Gwalia Stores 
in Ogmore Vale. 

The stores were 
bought by the Museum of 
Welsh Life and have been 
reconstructed at St 
Fagan’s, where they are a 
major attraction. 
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NEWS IN AND OUT OF CLASS AT 
LITCHARD PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Tom^s lifesaving exploits 
gather plenty of praise! 


THE Friends of 
Brynheulog held 
their annual Easter 
Event on Monday, 
April 29. 

The event was 
kicked off with an 
Easter egg hunt around 
Caerau Park with 
more than 80 young 
people taking part, fol¬ 
lowed by a circus skills 
workshop with Circus 
Berzercus, and disco at 
the Middle Club, which 
saw more people 
attending. 

The chair, Alison 
Brain would like to 
thank the volunteers 
who turned up on the 
day to assist. 

The group have hon¬ 
oured the memory of a 
very special woman, 
Caroline Marlow, who 
sadly passed away a 
couple of weeks ago, by 
creating a shield for 
the winner of the 
Easter egg hunt, as 


BCBC Parks Section - 
rear of 16 Sedd Goch, 
Brackla, Bridgend - 

fell to ground level and 
remove two elm trees 
((1964) Glam CC No 
03). 

Mr S Bond - Great 
House Hotel, High 
Street, Laleston - relax 
standard condition of 
consent P/05/269/FUL to 
permit the period of 
approval for a further 
five years. 

Mrs Evans - 43 
Garfield Avenue, 
Litchard, Bridgend - 
conservatory to rear. 

Mr M Davies - Londis, 
26/28 Bakers Way, 
Bryncethin, Bridgend - 
extension for storeroom, 
widen and heighten the 
front entrance and alter¬ 
ations. 

Mr S Gore - 64 Heol 
Tegfryn, Pyle - single 
storey porch extension. 
Mr A Evans - 2 Sker 
Cottages, Waun y Mer, 
Kenfig, Bridgend - 
conservatory to rear. 

Mr M Cooling - 29 
Laburnum Drive, 
Porthcawl - raise roof 
height with dormer 
extension to provide 


Caroline was a regular 
volunteer at our events. 

The first winner of 
the ‘Caroline Marlow 
Memorial Shield’ was 
13-year-old Jake 
Llewellyn, who 
received a very large 
Easter egg on the day 
and will be presented 
with the shield by 
Caroline’s daughter 
Erances at the 
Saturday Youth club in 
a few weeks time. 

The group would 
like to thank Maesteg 
Town Council, 
Communities Eirst 
Caerau, Valleys to 
Coast, Youthworks and 
Talgarth Bakery for 
once again supporting 
the event with their 
kind donations as well 
as assisting on the day. 

TE 


additional living space. 
Mr S James - land 
adjacent 1 Dinam 
Street, Nantymoel, 
Bridgend - two semi¬ 
detached dwellings on 
site previously occupied 
by Gilead Chapel. 
Actseen Ltd - 270 New 
Road and 270A New 
Road, Porthcawl - 
demolish 270A New 
Road, remove two tree 
stumps of protected trees 
at front of 270A and 
erect 80-bed nursing 
home. 

Mr B Reilly - 48 
Crescent Road, Sarn, 
Bridgend - two storey 
side extension and 
extension to detached 
garage. 

Mr L James - 7 Efordd 
y Dderwen, Bridgend - 

pitched roof and rear 
extension to existing 
garage. 

Ms K Eawcett - 21 Park 
Terrace, Tondu, 
Bridgend - replace slate 
roof coverings, 
gutters/downpipes with 
cast iron items, replace 
lime mortar and new 
door and windows. 

Mr N Solman - 2 
Glanogwr Court, 


THE NEW gates 
placed across the 
entrances to the 
land running 

behind Talbot Street 
and Plasnewydd 
Street have been 
welcomed by resi¬ 
dents. 

This information was 
given to members of 
Maesteg Town Council, 
who heard that the gates 


Church Road, 

Bridgend - single storey 
in-fill between garage 
and bed/garden room to 
provide en-suite disabled 
shower and toilet room. 
Mr R Benyon - 8 Heol 
West Plas, Litchard, 
Bridgend - temporary 
permission for front 
heras fencing and retain 
timber top fencing to 
side of property. 

Mr Morris - 16 Pen yr 
Ysgol, Maesteg - bay 
window to front eleva¬ 
tion and new gable fea¬ 
ture. 

Mr N Witchell - 4 Heol 
y Derw, Evanstown, 
Bridgend - two storey 
side extension for use as 
granny flat - living 
room, kitchen and 
shared utility room and 
en-suite bedroom above. 
Taylor Wimpey - Parc 
Derwen, off parcel R18 
off Heol West Plas, 
Coity, Bridgend - brick 
built housing for elec¬ 
tricity sub-station with a 
tiled pitch roof. 

Mr D Jones - 8 Maesteg 
Road, Tondu, Bridgend 
- proposed rear first 
floor bedroom extension. 
Mr M White - 24 


were erected by the 
county borough council, 
following a gating order 
for the lane. 

Coun Keith Edwards 
said that everyone was in 
agreement and saw the 
need for the gates. 

He said: “They are 
substantial gates and 
should give residents the 
peace of mind they 
deserve. There was a lot 
going on in that lane.” 


Alexandra Road, 
Pontycymmer, 

Bridgend - two storey 
extension. 

John Dunkfield and 
Richards - 21 West End 
Avenue, Porthcawl - 
loft conversion including 
dormer extensions and 
ground floor internal 
layout changes. 

IVh H Davies - ly 
Risca, Derllwyn Road, 
Tondu, Bridgend - sin¬ 
gle storey rear side 
extension. 

Mr and mrs L Norman - 
104 Yr Ysfa, Maesteg - 
single storey extension 
incorporating sun 
lounge, utility room, 
store and porch. 

Mr R Birch - 6 Dennis 
Place, Bryncethin, 
Bridgend - to include 
land to rear into cur¬ 
tilage of property. 

Cenin Ltd/Teg 
Environmental Ltd - 
former Stormy Down 
airfield southern 
hangar, Pyle - c/u to 
provide in-vessel com¬ 
post facility, air manage¬ 
ment unit (management - 
enlarged building). 


LIFE SAVING 

WELL done to Thomas 
Lewis 6R, Isaac Lewis 
6S and Jacob Lewis 
5C, who all took part 
in the British Life 
Saving Indoor 
Championships on the 
6th March. 

Thomas was chosen 
by Penybont SLSC to 
represent the club 
because of his amazing 
performance last year in 
the Welsh National 
indoor event, where he 
received six medals! 

He excelled again this 
year, winning three sil¬ 
ver and one bronze 
medal in the 11-13 year 
old category. His first 
silver came in the man¬ 
nequin tow race, fol¬ 
lowed by silver in the 
rescue tube, where he 
was partnered by Isaac 
Lewis. 

Tom won yet another 
medal as part of the res¬ 
cue medley team and a 
bronze in the obstacle 
race. 

SCIENCE 

WEEK 

TO celebrate National 
Science Week, at 
Litchard Primary, has 
been finding out all 
about science. 

Mrs Matthews gave a 
special assembly where 
the children were asked 
what they thought a sci¬ 
entist looked like and 
what they did. 

Using a power point 
presentation, Mrs 
Matthews showed the 
children many famous 
(and not so famous!) sci¬ 
entists and explain the 
valuable work they do. 

In the afternoon, par¬ 
ents had a chance to 
view some of the science 
taught to all the key 
stages. 

WALK A 
MILE 

WELL done to all the 
children from both the 
infant and junior 
department (and some 
of the staff!) that 
walked a mile for Sport 
Relief. 

As the weather was so 
wet on the Eriday, some 
of the children complet¬ 
ed the walk on Monday. 
Well done, everyone! 

COFFEE 

MORNING 

A VERY big thank you 
to everybody who sup¬ 
ported the eisteddfod 
coffee morning. 

We were treated to a 
selection of prize win¬ 
ning performances from 
the children in both 
singing and dancing and 
managed to raise £45, 
which the school will be 
donating to Sport Relief. 

TAG RUGBY 

THE boys and girls of 
year-3 are really enjoy¬ 
ing Tag rugby sessions 
with the Ospreys, 
despite the recent cold 
weather. 

We would like to 
thank the Ospreys for 
taking the time to visit 
our school. It is much 


appreciated. 

GOOD LUCK, 
ELLIE! 

WE would like to wish 
Elbe Butcher 6R good 
luck when she repre¬ 
sents Wales in Slovakia 
in the Slovakian Open 
Aerobic 

Championships during 
the Easter holidays. 

Elbe is also a member 
of the British Aerobic 
Squad. Lingers crossed 
for a medal! 

WELL DONE! 

WELL done to Nathan 
Alexander 4E on 
achieving his National 
Plan Stage 5 swimming 
award and his 
Rainbow 10m Butterfly 
award; and to Zoe 
Mountjoy 5C on pass¬ 
ing her Stage 12 gym¬ 
nastic grading award. 

THANK YOU 

A BIG Thank You to 
Walters UK for provid¬ 
ing the school with nine 
tonnes of earth from its 
construction site. 

It will be used by the 
infant children to fill the 
raised flower beds that 
Mrs Pope organised for 
the school. 

PARC SLIP 
VISIT 

CHILDREN of year-5 
visited the Parc Slip 
Nature Reserve on 
Monday and despite 
the wet weather, the 
children thoroughly 
enjoyed their day. 

They started the day 
with orienteering, then 
pond dipping (Matthew 
Bird managed to find a 
frog!). 

The children also had 
a chance to sketch what 
they found in the pond 
before ending the day 
with a question and 
answer session. 

WELCOME 

LITCHARD Primary 
would like to welcome 
Mrs Bryant as the new 
school crossing patrol 
assistant at the mission 
church, starting on 
Monday, April 12. 

INVESTORS 

AWARD 

LITCHARD Junior 
School was successful 
in renewing the 
Investor in People 
award. 

The liP award is 
based on a very strict 
criteria. It involved a 
comprehensive scrutiny 
of procedures by an 
external assessor. 

We did indeed meet 
the standards; in fact, we 
had a very positive 
report from both pre and 
full assessments. So a 
big thank you to every¬ 
one. 

RUGBY 

WELL done to Ryan 
Kershaw and Morgan 
David 5M who both 
play for Tondu under- 
10s. 

Tondu beat Cwmavon 
30-20 in a match on 
March 21. 

Congratulations also go 
to two former pupils. 


Tom Habberfield and 
Matthew Morgan, on 
playing for the Welsh 
under-18s squad in the 
Six Nations tournament. 

BOOK FAIR 

THANK you to every¬ 
one who supported the 
school book fair. 

We are pleased to say 
that the school received 
books to the value of 
£400. 

AWARDS 

ON March 26, we held 
a special assembly to 
award certificates and 
prizes for the top house 
point scorers and the 
winning house. 

Well done and con¬ 
gratulations to the fol¬ 
lowing two top house 
point scorers from each 
class: 

3S Leah Harding and 
Rebecca Biggs; 4P 
lestyn Thomas and 
Niamh Mullens; 4H 
Caitlin Davies and 
Cerrig John; 5C Elin 
Obaid and Tyler Hurley; 
5M Steffenie Brookes 
and Megan Pilliner; 6S 
Adam Streeter and Sian 
Woolcock; 6R James 
Birmingham and Chloe 
Baker; 6H Daniel 
Jenkins and Ella 
Edwards; TM Elliot 
Davies and Alex 
Timbrell. 

CONGRATU¬ 

LATIONS 

CONGRATULATION 
S to the following chil¬ 
dren for their superb 
achievements: 

NURSERY - Lois 
Davies received a certifi¬ 
cate for Latin dancing 
and a Duckling 3 award 
for swimming. Evie 
Llewellyn achieved a 
Duckling 2 and 3 certifi¬ 
cates for swimming. 

Well done to 
Maddison Edwards and 
Erin Thompson on com¬ 
pleting the Sports Mile. 

THANK YOU 

MRS TATCHELL 
would like to say thank 
you to parents for 
sending in box top 
vouchers. 

Also a reminder that 
the nursery children are 
visiting Rockwool on 
April 15. 

RECEPTION 

WELL done to Ereya 
Yaw on receiving her 
Duckling 1 certificate 
for swimming. 

CLASS IG 

MEGAN Donaghue, 
Emelia Lewis, Lauren 
Webster and Hollie 
Edwards have made 
their Rainbow promise. 

Lewys Hall received a 
certificate of merit for 
piano book 1 and Lauren 
Webster the swimming 
National Plan award 
stage 4. 

Emelia Lewis 
received the Rainbow 
Distance award for 5m 
front crawl and the 
National Plan swimming 
award stages 2 and 3. 
Ben Crowley, Lauren 
Webster and Luke 
Elorence received 
Sportstar Superstars cer¬ 


tificate. 

Lucy Elorence 
received the Duckling 
Stage 3 swimming 
award and Ben Crowley 
received a swimming 
achievement certificate. 

CLASS IM 

BRYONY Llewellyn 
achieved her swimming 
National Plan award 
stage 2. 

Daniel Thompson 
received a sports mile 
medal and Jac Biggs 
received Duckling 
awards 3 and 4 for 
swimming. 

James Alexander 
received 5m Rainbow 
Award and his National 
Plan Swimming Award 
Stage 2. 

CLASS 2H 

KIERAN Chalmers 
was named man of the 
match for Tondu 
recently and Ella Jones 
received her 100m dis¬ 
tance award for swim¬ 
ming. 

CLASS 2P 

WELL done to Dafydd 
Rees, who was lucky 
enough to be a runner- 
up in a Eormula Hot 
Wheels competition - 
he won a Criss Cross 
Crash set. 

Ellis Penman played 
rugby for Bridgend 
Athletic in Gloucester on 
March 21 and won both 
matches. 

Ryan Neagle and 
William Watkins played 
rugby away against 
Llanharan on March 21 
and Ryan was the cap¬ 
tain! 

Eleri Thompson 
received her Octopus 2 
swimming award. 

YEAR 2 OUT 
AND ABOUT 

THE children of year-2 
visited the Swansea 
Waterfront Museum 
and Jerusalem Baptist 
Church in Briton 
Eerry. 

Andy and Lillian from 
the church commented 
on how well they 
behaved. 

Eleri Thompson 2P 
said: “I liked it when we 
went upstairs in the 
church. Andy played us 
some nice DVDs.” 

Grace George said: “I 
liked it when Andy bap¬ 
tized Sinead and Euan 
from Mrs Hughes’s 
class.” 

Olivia Howe com¬ 
mented: “I liked watch¬ 
ing the film about the 
Steel Works (Port 
Talbot) in the museum. I 
didn’t like the stuffed 
animal in the glass 
case!” 


Friends group stages a 
successful Easter fun day 


Cash will help 
elderly to stay 
in their home 

BRIDGEND is to receive a share of £2 
million funding to help older people leave 
hospital more quickly. 

Bridgend has been awarded £90,136 for the next 
financial year to carry out minor but vital adapta¬ 
tions to older people’s homes, to allow them to be 
discharged from hospital more quickly, the 
Assembly deputy Minister for Housing and 
Regeneration, Jocelyn Davies, recently announced. 

The Rapid Response Adaptations Programme 
(RRAP) will allow equipment such as ramps, 
handrails, safety alarms and door entry systems to be 
fitted. The scheme is administered and monitored by 
Care and Repair Cymru and delivered by Care and 
Repair agencies. 

Ms Davies said: “The Rapid Response 
Adaptations Programme provides a valuable service 
that allows older people across Wales to get back to 
familiar surroundings more quickly and to continue 
living safely and independently in their own homes 
for as long as possible.” 



Cerys Jones. 


Security gates 
are welcomed 


Who wants to build what and 
where in the county borough? 
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Porthcawl show hopes 
to capture the magic of 
Manilow’s Copacabana 



!0.. 

How the story of Lola 

and her friends 

1 ~~ 1 

turned into a musical 



PHOTOGRAPHS ABOVE 

by 

MALCOLM NUGENT 


COMMUNITY 

NEWS 

TREOES, LLANGAN 
& ST MARY HILL 
Your local correspondent is 
Nancy Davidge, “Tynewydd”, 
Llangan. (01656) 860303 



ABOVE: Colourful line-up in Porthcawl^ 
with Kim Danter (in red dress) as Lola. 
PORTHCAWL 


Dawn liturgy 
WITH the moon play¬ 
ing hide and seek 
behind the clouds, I 
made my way to the 
lovely St Mary Hill 
church for the Easter 
Sunday and Liturgy. 

Many in the congrega¬ 
tion were drawn from a 
wide area and included 
Mrs Susan Thomas, who 
had lived in Llangan 
until a few months ago 
when she and her hus¬ 
band, David, moved to 
Llangeinor. While living 
in Llangan, they were 
both regular worshippers 
at St Mary Hill church. 

At 5.30am, Rev Val 
Hamer led the congrega¬ 
tion outside, but sadly, 
due to the high wind, we 
were unable to light our 
candles. 

Prayers continued 
inside the church where 
we were able to continue 
the service by candle¬ 
light. 

Breakfast was then 
served to everyone. A big 
thank you to Mrs Mary 
Lloyd, Gareth and 
Simon, and to all those 
who worked so hard to 


prepare the meal and 
serve it to the congrega¬ 
tion. 

Christening 
IT was almost standing 
room only at Saron 
Chapel, Treoes, on 
Sunday, April 4 for the 
christening of Aimee 
Claire James. 

There were smiles all 
through the service; she 
really is a delightful child 
and her great grandpar¬ 
ents, the late Valerie and 
Des Thomas would have 
been so proud of her. 

The christening serv¬ 
ice and communion was 
performed by Rev Alwyn 
Evans. 

St Canna’s 
ANYONE wishing to 
join the St Canna’s 100 
Club, should contact 
Gillian Lewis at New 
Cottage, Llangan, CF35 
5DW. 

The cost is £10 per 
share. The draws take 
place at Easter, Whitsun, 
Harvest and Christmas. 
Prizes range from £10- 
£50. 


Bike 
study 
costs 

A STUDY into the 
prospects of devel¬ 
oping mountain bik¬ 
ing for leisure and 
tourism in Maesteg, 
Ogmore and Garw 
is set to cost £9,200. 

More than £5,000 of 
this total is coming from 
the Welsh Assembly 
Government via the 
Western Valleys 
Regeneration Strategy, 
with BCBC putting in 
£ 1 , 200 . 

Part of the study has 
already been carried out 
by the Garw Valley 
Community Council at a 
cost of £1,500. The 
council is keen to devel¬ 
op mountain biking and 
‘link cross ’ the tops of 
the mountains with well- 
established mountain 
bike tracks in the Afan 
Valley. 

Now, BCBC has asked 
Maesteg and Ogmore 
councils to each put in 
£1,500 to match what 
Garw has done. 

Maesteg Town 
Council has referred the 
matter to its finance 
committee for considera¬ 
tion. 

Routes in the Llynfi 
Valley are likely to be 
north of Maesteg and in 
the Caerau area, leading 
over towards Croeserw 
and Cymer. 


Amateur Operatic 
and Dramatic Society 
(PAODS) stopped the 
traffic and turned a 
few heads recently in 
the town when they 
spent the day promot¬ 
ing their next show - 
Barry Manilow’s 
musical based on his 
big hit, Copacabana. 

The cast were in cos¬ 
tume for the day, includ¬ 
ing a chorus of show¬ 
girls in cutaway silver 
leotards and head dress¬ 
es with more ostrich 
feathers than a David 
Attenborough nature 
documentary. 

There was even a gen¬ 
uine American Cadillac, 
supplied courtesy of a 
Pencoed vintage car 
club. 

The PAODS show 
will run for four days 
later this month, from 
April 28 ubtil May 1, at 
the Grand Pavilion, and 
it will be directed by 
Simon H West, with 
choreography by Emma- 
Jayne Parker and musi¬ 
cal direction by Michael 
Plowman. 

The show derives, not 
surprisingly, from 
Manilow’s big hit single, 
‘Copacabana’ and he 
was persuaded to expand 
the song, and tell the 


THE Vale 

Conservative candi¬ 
date, Alun Cairns, 
is supporting vil¬ 
lagers at Ogmore- 
by-Sea in their fight 
to stop the 
Sealawns public 
house from being 
converted into flats. 

Mr Cairns said that he 
was closely involved in 
the earlier successful 
fight, and gave evidence 
at a planning inquiry in 
support of the objectors. 

He said: “A new plan¬ 
ning application wants to 
turn the Sealawns into 
17 flats. We have been 


story of Lola the show¬ 
girl, Tony the bartender 
and Rico the gangster, in 
more detail. 

Working with two of 
his regular collaborators. 
Jack Eeldman and Bruce 
Sassman, he turned it 
into a full-scale musical, 
first for US TV, and then 
as a long-running show 
in another casino and 
nightclub centre, 

Atlantic City. 

The show came to the 
West End in London in 
1994 and ran for two 
years. In fact, it is sur¬ 
prising that it does not 
get performed more 
often. 

A school produc¬ 
tion by Archbishop 
McGrath RC School 
several years ago proved 
to be terrific fun (and 
this writer is not a Barry 
fan). 

Another bonus for 
musical fans is the cast¬ 
ing of Kim Danter as 
Lola. Yet another past 
member of the Bridgend 
Youth Theatre (and one 
of its start performers) 
Kim is now training as a 
nurse, and her smile in 
the photograph is pretty 
good going, considering 
she had just arrived after 
a night duty in A & E in 
Cardiff! PI 


fighting this since 2006 
and I am disappointed 
that it has come up 
again. 

“This building is 
important to the commu¬ 
nity as a pub and 
although it has been 
closed for some time, 
villagers would like it 
re-opened. It is the hub 
of their community and 
acts as a focal point for 
village life.” 

He added: “The com¬ 
munity will once again 
have to pull together to 
see off this plan and I 
will be giving whatever 
support I can to them.” 


AM offers support 


TV’s Justina 
organises charity 
beach canter 

TV news presenter 
Justina Simpson 
will be leading the 
way on a breast can¬ 
cer charity ‘heach 
canter’ at Ogmore- 
hy-Sea on Sunday, 

April 11 - hut walk¬ 
ers are welcome as 
well. 

The charity event aims 
to raise money for a new 
diagnostic, treatment and 
consultation centre at 
Llandough Hospital, and 
it will begin at 12 noon 
from the Pelican Inn. 

Justina, who is a for¬ 
mer pupil of Cowbridge 
Comprehensive School, 
told The GEM: “We 
expect the beach ride to 
take three hours, and 
everyone is welcome, not 
just horse riders.” 

The event has been 
organised by Justina and 
her ITV colleague 
Mariclare Carey Jones, 
and they also hope to 

Family of young 
mother ’wins a 
£350,000 settlement 


r kT ^ 



ABOVE: 

Justina Simpson will be riding her 
horse, Black Topper, on the charity 
beach canter at Ogmore-by-Sea. 

have some other faces, least £10, and there may 
familiar from the TV still be time to hire a 
screen, taking part on the horse (cost £25). 
day. The event is organised 

Justina said: “It is an in association with the 
event which is in a really Ogmore Farm Riding 
good cause, and it will Centre. Further informa- 
give people a chance to tion can be obtained by 
enjoy the coastline.” contacting eroad- 

Riders are asked to knight@aol.com or tele- 
make a donation of at phone 02920 745465. 


THE family of a 
young Bridgend 
mum of two, who 
died from an 

aggressive cancer 
after being sent 
home from hospital 
three times, has 
received a £350,000 
out of court settle¬ 
ment. 

Lavinia Bletchly (23) 
who was a full time stu¬ 
dent at University of 
Wales Institute, Cardiff, 
first became unwell in 
May 2004, just a few 
months after the birth of 
her second child. She 
died in late March 2005. 

The family were rep¬ 
resented by Irwin 
Mitchell Solicitors, and 
received an out-of-court 
settlement of £350,000 
last week. 

The solicitors said that 
when Lavinia first felt 
unwell in May 2004, a 
number of examinations 
during the following 
eight months ruled out 
gynaecological prob¬ 
lems, but Lavinia contin¬ 
ued to complain of pain 
in her abdomen and 
pelvis. 

In Eebruary 2005, a 
pelvic ultrasound 

revealed a cyst and an 
exploratory operation 
revealed fluid above the 
liver. 

Over the next three 
weeks, Lavinia was 
admitted on three sepa¬ 
rate occasions to the 
Princess of Wales 
Hospital in Bridgend. 

The solicitors said she 
was told that there was 
no medical reason for the 
pain she was in. 

Einally, on March 7, 
2005, Lavinia underwent 
a CT scan leading to fur¬ 
ther surgery - which 
revealed an extensive 
malignant tumour had 
encased her bowel and 
spread up to her stomach. 

Lavinia commenced 


an urgent programme of 
chemotherapy, but then 
suffered a ruptured bowel 
which caused peritonitis, 
leading to multi organ 
failure. She passed away 
on March 24, 2005. 

Lavinia leaves behind 
two daughters, Shaila 
(now aged nine) and 
Chloe (now aged six) as 
well as her partner and 
the father of both chil¬ 
dren, Justin Tellem. 

Lavinia’s father, 
Arthur Bletchly, said: 
“Justin and I are both 
extremely angry that the 
hospital took four years 
to admit liability and 
even now no one seems 
to have been held 
accountable for what 
happened.” 

ABM University 
Health Board said it 
offered its sincere condo¬ 
lences to Lavinia’s fami¬ 
ly- 

A spokeswoman said: 
“Incidents of this kind 
are taken very seriously 
and a full inquiry was 
carried out by the former 
Bro Morgannwg NHS 
Trust at the time, which 
included investigations 
by several independent 
clinical experts. 

“This was a very com¬ 
plex case, involving 
many different clinical 
specialities and process- 



ABOVE: Lavinia 
with her daughters 
Shaila and Chloe. 


es. We were assured by 
the reports from the inde¬ 
pendent clinical experts, 
which produced no evi¬ 
dence of any ‘gross fail¬ 
ings’ on the part of hospi¬ 
tal staff. 

“We are always anx¬ 
ious to learn lessons from 
incidents like these to 
ensure everything can be 
done to reduce the risk of 
them reoccurring.” 

The spokeswoman 
added: “A decision was 
taken to settle this claim 
out of court to avoid pro¬ 
longed legal proceedings 
which could result in 
substantial costs.” 
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Thanksgiving service and celebrations 
keep everyone busy at Sandville Centre 


PHOTOGRAPHS by 
KEITH E MORGAN 


STAFF and volunteers at the Sandville 
Self-Help Centre in Ton Kenfig have 
been busy recently, with a number of 
events taking place. 

A thanksgiving service was held at All Saints 
Church, Porthcawl, to celebrate the 27th anniver¬ 
sary of the Sandville Foundation. The church col¬ 
lection amounted to £670, a record for Sandville. 

As it was close to the date when Sister Gwyneth 
Poacher celebrated her birthday, the congregation 
sang a rousing chorus of ‘Happy Birthday’. 

The service was conducted by Rev Ian Rees, the 
Vicar of Pyle with Kenfig, and the address was 
given by the Rev Irving Hamer, Vicar of Roath St. 
Martin, Cardiff, a former chaplain of Sandville. 

A reception was held at the centre after the serv¬ 
ice, and a cheque for £8,500 was presented to 
Gwyneth by Arthur Beale. 

This included the proceeds from the Twelfth 
Night fancy dress gala at the Hi-Tide. The amount 
raised this year was £500 more than the previous 
year! 

Refreshments at the reception were donated by 
Beales Fish and Chip Restaurant, Porthcawl, and 
‘Dicky Doughnuts’, of Bridgend Trading Estate. 

Mike Stubbs also presented a Twelfth Night 
DVD to Gwyneth (available on 01656 784471, cost 
£10, with proceeds going to Sandville). 

There was entertainment from The ‘Severn’ 
Riverdancers (fresh from their stage debut at the 
Hi-Tide, and from the Porthcawl Ukulele Band. 

Later in the month, a joint formal visit was 
made to Sandville by Coun Rosemary Deere, the 
Mayor of Porthcawl, accompanied by her consort, 
Coun David Deere, along with Lord Kenfig, 
Lindsay Morgan, the president of the Porthcawl and 
District Chamber of Trade and Commerce, accom¬ 
panied by Lady Kenfig, Mrs. Margaret Morgan. 

The visiting party was shown around Sandville 
by the manager, Gary Banks. 

The Sandville now has its own website: 

WWW.sandville.org 

It is run by Simon Hunger, a Sandville volun¬ 
teer, who helped with the original setting up by 
Porthcawl Comprehensive School student Jamie 
Bowen. Jamie is in year-12 and is currently doing 
ICT and computing courses. 






ABOVE: 

The reception com¬ 
mittee welcomes 
Porthcawl Mayor 
Coun Rosemary 
Deere. 

Left, she presents 
Gwyneth Poacher 
with a town plaque. 

RIGHT: 
Arthur Beale pres¬ 
ents Gwyneth with a 
cheque for £8,500. 
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38 YEARS ON THE BENCH... 


Retiring magistrate 
recalls being thrown 
in at the deep end! 


THE second 

longest-serving 
magistrate in the 
whole of Britain has 
just retired from the 
bench at Barry. 

Mary Mossford was 
70 last week and the rules 
state that IPs have to 
stand down before their 
70th birthday. 

Mrs Mossford, who 
lives in Penarth, was only 
32 when she was first 
appointed to the bench - 
one of the youngest mag¬ 
istrates ever. She has now 
completed 38 years in the 
post. 

“There is a trend today 
for younger magistrates, 
but in those days I was 
the baby of the court,” 
she recalled. “There was 
no training and no inter¬ 
views - you were simply 
proposed by someone 
and the Lord Chancellor 
said yes or no - and then 
you just went in at the 
deep end. I was taking 
part in decisions on my 
first day. You learnt the 
ropes as you went 
along.” 

Mrs Mossford said 
that everything had 
changed now, with mag¬ 
istrates training for a year 
and sitting in court as 
observers before they 
start presiding. 

“When I started, there 
was a court in Penarth 
which closed and then I 
sat in Cowbridge, which 
has also closed. The only 
court we have left in the 



Photograph by JEFF BAKER. 

Vale is at Barry.” that younger magistrates 


Mrs Mossford recalled 
that when she was first 
appointed, all lady mag¬ 
istrates wore hats in court 
- a practice which has 
now died out - but she 
revived the custom on 
her last day by sporting a 
splendid hat to her 
farewell ceremony when 
she was thanked for her 
years of service by David 
Taylor, chairman of the 
bench. Garth James, one 
of the solicitors, also paid 
tribute to her work. 

“It was an enjoyable 
occasion and there were 
no tears, although I will 
miss everyone,” she said. 
“I felt it was time for me 
to go. 

“Being a magistrate 
has been a huge commit¬ 
ment and is totally 
unpaid. It is even more 
onerous these days 
because there is constant 
training, which has to be 
undertaken to deal with 
changes in the laws and 
in sentencing. 

“But I sometimes feel 


are too tied by sentencing 
guidelines and I always 
point out that they are 
just guidelines and you 
can go against them, pro¬ 
vided you state your rea¬ 
sons in court.” 

Mrs Mossford comes 
from a prominent Cardiff 
family. Her father was Dr 
Clifford Bence, who was 
a GP and also Lord 
Mayor of Cardiff. He 
was the first 
Conservative to represent 
the Splott ward - which 
is where his patients 
lived! 

“My family were keen 
on public service and on 
giving something back; 
my father was an aider- 
man for many years.” 

Mrs Mossford attend¬ 
ed Cheltenham Ladies 
College and met her hus¬ 
band Clive at a tennis 
tournament. He attended 
Cheltenham Boys 
College and was also 
from Cardiff. They were 
born half a mile apart and 
within three days of each 


other. 

Mrs Mossford worked 
in the NHS as a physio¬ 
therapist and some of her 
work was with handi¬ 
capped children in Ely. 

She served on the 
Family Practitioner 
Committee and also did 
some conciliation work 
for the NHS. 

Mrs Mossford has also 
served on a number of 
magistrates’ bodies, 
including representing 
Wales on the British 
Juvenile and Family 
Courts Committee. She 
gave that up when she 
had heart surgery. 

Mr Mossford is a char¬ 
tered accountant who 
also helped run his fami¬ 
ly monumental masons 
business in Cardiff. 

Mrs Mossford is a 
keen golfer and hopes to 
have more time for the 
sport. She is also vice- 
president of the old girls 
association of 

Cheltenham Ladies 
College and enjoys play¬ 
ing bridge. 

She is also a Kentucky 
Colonel - an honour she 
shares with many illustri¬ 
ous people, including Sir 
Winston Churchill. 

“I was appointed by 
the governor because of 
some work I did to sup¬ 
port my husband’s firm 
which was based in 
Kentucky. We went to a 
ceremony in the gover¬ 
nor’s mansion,” she 
recalled. 


RATES PACKAGE IS 
A WELCOME RELIEF 

for Welsh business 
and public services 


T he addition¬ 
al rate relief 
package for 
small businesses 
announced in the 
Budget will be a 
boost for businesses 
in the Vale. 

This will mean that 
around half of small 
businesses in Wales will 
pay no business rates for 
the year from October 1, 
2010 and roughly 20 per 
cent more will see their 
business rates reduced 
significantly. 

The details of these 
changes announced by 
the Chancellor will be 
important to Vale busi¬ 
nesses and my office is 
always ready to advise 
and provide further 
information on these 
important announce¬ 
ments following the rate 
relief boosts announced 
at Christmas by our 
Local Government 
Minister, Carl Sargeant. 

The latest move 
involves an increase in 
the rateable value thresh¬ 
old at which properties 
will qualify for 100 per 
cent relief to £6,000 and 
a taper band of relief 
from 100 per cent to 50 
per cent up to a thresh¬ 
old of £12,000 from the 
October date for one 
year. 

The UK and Welsh 
Assembly Governments 
have worked together to 
secure this support for 


businesses as part of the 
plan to support the 
upturn of the economy 
as we move out of reces¬ 
sion, but we know how 
fragile this is as we seek 
to support business and 
drive efficiency and 
innovation in our public 
services. 

Major investment in 
the Welsh Assembly 
regional transport plans 
will also be a welcome 
boost for public services 
in Wales involving over 
£9million for the south 
east Wales region. This 
includes over £460,000 
for the Vale of 
Glamorgan - an 
increase in last year’s 
local transport grant sup¬ 
porting local bus and 
community transport 
services. 

This will support the 
vital services provided 
by VEST (Voluntary 
Emergency Transport), 
(DPVC) Dinas Powys 
Voluntary Concern, East 
Vale Community 
Transport and 
Greenlinks - a new proj¬ 
ect for the rural Vale - as 
well as supporting a 
number of important bus 
routes. 

This enables disabled 
and elderly people to get 
to important hospital 
appointments but also to 
access shops and servic¬ 
es. 

It was great to see the 
investment in the new 
facilities for disabled 


people and their carers at 
Cowbridge Leisure 
Centre last week, joining 
Seth and Sol Jorgensen 
at the new changing 
places facility fully 
equipped for adults and 
children, to enable dis¬ 
abled people to access 
the gym and personal 
trainers at the centre. 

This will help boost 
business at the leisure 
centre for so many peo¬ 
ple. 

A recent report for the 
Welsh Assembly 
Government has shown 
how free prescriptions in 
Wales have increased 
equity and access for 
patients who were not 
previously entitled to 
free prescriptions with 
asthma, heart disease or 
an organ transplant, 
helping them to lead 


more independent lives 
and reducing the risk of 
unnecessary emergency 
admissions to hospital. 

It is also important 
that we recognise the 
importance of our 
investment in services to 
support the most vulner¬ 
able and unprotected 
members of society 
including those who 
experience violence in 
the home. 

A new strategy to pro¬ 
tect women and children 
has been launched by 
the Welsh Assembly 
Government. ‘The Right 
to be Safe’ includes a 
number of initiatives and 
additional funding of £1 
million to expand servic¬ 
es offered by the Wales 
Domestic Abuse 
Helpline, as well as 
measures to tackle traf¬ 
ficking and to boost edu¬ 
cational understanding 
and awareness, through 
our personal and social 
educational framework. 

Our access to 
European funds is also 
important for business 
and the public as we 
plan to use up to £34 
million to improve ener¬ 
gy efficiency in housing 
in Wales. 

As well as supporting 
renewable energy gener¬ 
ation measures, this will 
help cut carbon emis¬ 
sions and fuel bills, as 
well as providing a 
major boost to support 
green jobs in Wales. 



GUEST 

COLUMN 


by Jane Hutt AM 
(Assembly Minister 
for Business and 
Budget) 


‘New military 
museum could 
boost tourism’ 


— says 

MP John Smith 
claims that a 
planned military 
history museum at 
the £12billion 
Defence Technical 
College (DTC) in St 
Athan could attract 
up to 10,000 visitors 
to the area each 
year. 

In a report recently 
approved by the Vale 
Council, it was revealed 
that a planned 6,800 
square metres museum of 
military history at the site 
could generate up to 
10,000 visitors each year. 

The Vale MP, who 
championed the St Athan 
bid, said: “This is great 
news for the whole area 
and I believe it’s just the 
start. 

“It shows the golden 
opportunities that are up 
for grabs for our local 
businesses. 

“I want the local busi¬ 
ness community to get 
the lion’s share of the 
business opportunities 
created by the St Athan 
project once it is up and 
running. 

“That’s why I am 
encouraging local bed 


an MP 



John Smith: thumbs up 
for a visitors bonanza. 


and breakfasts and hotels 
to start thinking about 
increasing their bed 
spaces. 

“I would also encour¬ 
age retailers to come up 
with innovative ways of 
marketing their products 
and services, to ensure 
they get a slice of what 
visitors will spend local¬ 
ly- 

“If we pull out all the 
stops, there is no reason 
why we can’t attract 
100,000 visitors each 
year, as we did during the 
height of the popularity 
of the beaches of Barry 
Island.” 


MAESTEG NEWS IN BRIEF 


Post office queues 
discussed at council 


CONCERNS about 
the level of service 
provided by 

Maesteg Post Office 
were raised at 
Maesteg Town 
Council by Coun 
Phil Jenkins. 

In a letter to the coun¬ 
cil, he said that a lack of 
investment and staff 
shortages had resulted in 
long queues and exces¬ 
sive waiting times for 
customers, particularly 
the elderly and infirm. 

He said that it had 
also been forced to close 
early on several occa¬ 
sions because it had run 
out of money to service 
clientele. 

He said: “This is 
unacceptable when post 
offices are under threat. 
This office is an 
extremely well-used 
facility and needs sup¬ 
port from the Post Office 
to expand and provide 
the many services that 
are advertised in the 
media.” 

The council has 
decided to write to Post 
Office Ltd, asking it to 
look into the matter. 
Copies of the letter have 
been sent to Ogmore MP 


Huw Irranca Davies and 
Ogmore AM Janice 
Gregory. 

Maesteg has lost three 
post offices in recent 
years with the closures 
of Bethania Street, 

Town to 
public 

IT IS now full 
steam ahead for the 
provision of a pub¬ 
lic toilet in the 
Llynfi Road car 
park in Maesteg. 

The town council has 
received permission 
from BCBC, which 
owns the freehold of the 
car park, and from Four 
Seasons development, 
who are the leasehold¬ 
ers. 

The council has been 
given the right to install 
a “tardis” type public 
toilet on land at the 
front of the car park. 

The cost of providing 
the toilet is being met 
by the town council. 

Members have been 
campaigning for years 
for replacement toilets 
for the block which was 


Maesteg Parc and 
Bridgend Road. This 
means that town resi¬ 
dents only have the post 
office in the town centre 
to use for their business. 

get new 
toilets 

sold off by BCBC to 
Wilkinsons and subse¬ 
quently demolished so 
that their store could be 
extended. 

Money obtained by 
BCBC for the site was 
never ring fenced to 
replace the toilets, 
despite some initial 
information that money 
had been set aside. In 
the end, the town coun¬ 
cil decided to put up the 
money itself. 

The groundwork for 
the toilets is due to start 
soon. 

Coun Bill May said 
that the town council 
needs to discuss the 
question of what 
charges it will make for 
using the toilet. This 
will be discussed at a 
later date. 
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Rotary Young Musician 
Zone 3 final takes place 


THE magnificent 
Bradenstoke Hall in 
St Donats Castle 
echoed to the sound 
of seven talented 
young instrumen¬ 
talists on the 
evening recently. 

The Zone Three final 
of the Rotary Young 
Musician competition 
was held in this historic 
setting, the home of The 
United World College of 
the Atlantic, an interna¬ 
tional sixth form college 
overlooking the Bristol 
Channel. 

Competitors were all 
winners of their local 
competitions from the 
Rotary clubs of Maesteg, 
Bridgend, Porthcawl, 
Neath, Swansea Valley, 
Llantwit Major and Port 
Talbot. 

Hannah Thomas, a 
cellist from Porthcawl 
Comprehensive School, 
played a selection of 
music from J S Bach, 
Gabriel Faure and 
Schumann. 

She was followed by 
violinist Lucy Noden, a 
student at Brynteg 
Comprehensive School, 
who played pieces from 
Grieg and Monti. 

Sara Friel, who is a 
student at Cowbridge 
Comprehensive School, 
played two pieces on the 



Your chance to share 
the community news 

Family fun 

MR MARTIN 

GRIFFITHS, head¬ 
teacher of Tynyrheol 
Primary School, 

Llangeinor, thanks 

everyone, especially 
the PTFA, who organ¬ 
ised the recent family 
fun night at the 
Richard Price centre. 

That included the 
management at the cen¬ 
tre for the use of the 

NORTH BRIDGEND NEWS , 

A message for all readers in the north of Bridgend who 
would like to have items included in the community news 
columns of The GEM: 

If you wish to submit reports on any social activity in this 
region, please contact me. 

/ am very approachable and will endeavour to include 
every newsworthy subject. 

Contact details: CLIVE MITCHELL 

1 Tyn-Y-Coed Close, Sarn, Bridgend CF32 9NQ 

TEL: 01656 725399 
email: tynycoedl@yahoo.co.uk 
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ABOVE: The Zone Three final competitors. 


flute by Poulenc and 
Garibaldi. 

The only brass instru¬ 
mentalist, Frances 
Folland, a student at 
Dyffryn School, Port 
Talbot, played the eupho¬ 
nium with pieces by Alan 
Menken and Charles 
Gounod. 

Kate Colwell, who 
played the viola, was 
highly commended by 
the judges for her per¬ 
formance of Concerto in 
G Major by Telemann 
and Christmas Dance by 
Vaughan Williams. 

Kate attends Ysgol 
Gyfun Ystalyfera. 

The runner-up in the 
competition was harpist 
Stephanie Chick who 
attends Howells School 
in Cardiff. 

Stephanie played three 


pieces, Glinka’s 

Nocturne, Passacaille by 
Handel and Au Matin - 
Etude de Concert by 
Tournier. 

The competition win¬ 
ner, Luke Millard, a 16- 
year-old cellist who 
attends Y sgol Gyfun 
Ystalyfera, played Kol 
Nidrei by Max Bruch and 
the first movement of 
Edouard Lalo’s concerto, 
with consummate skill 
and musicianship. 

The adjudication panel 
was made up of Sally 
Tarlton, Sally Matheson 
and Helena Braithwaite, 
a well-known leading 
figure in the youth music 
scene in south Wales, 
stretching over many 
years. 

The Master of 
Ceremonies for the 


evening was Sandra 
Townsend, assistant dis¬ 
trict governor of Rotary 
District 1150, who 
announced that the win¬ 
ner, Luke Millard, would 
go on to compete against 
other zone winners at the 
grand final of the compe¬ 
tition at the Taliesen 
Theatre, Swansea 

University, on Saturday, 
Mays. 

In closing the evening, 
Gareth Rees, who is pres¬ 
ident of the host Rotary 
Club of Llantwit Major, 
said that he was extreme¬ 
ly impressed with the 
high standard achieved 
by the competitors, who 
ranged in age between 13 
and 17 years of age, and 
he wished Luke well in 
the final. 

TC 



ABOVE: Winner Luke 
Millard with Gareth Rees. 


ABOVE: Runner-up Stephanie Chick. 


Citizens Advice 
may expand 
into the attic... 


MAESTEG Town 
Council has agreed 
to allow the 
Citizens Advice 
Bureau, which 
rents the first fioor 
of the council 
offices, to investi¬ 
gate the possible 
use of the attic. 

The bureau wrote 
to the council stating 
that it is constantly 
looking to expand its 
services and, as the 
attic is unused, it 
believed that this 
space may be suitable 
to convert into extra 
office space. 

CAB states that it 
has no funding in 
place to carry out any 
work, but would like 
to investigate further. 

Coun Keith 
Edwards stated that 
the council needs to 
know what their 
intentions are and 
pointed out that the 
attic was not a load- 
bearing area. 

Coun Terry Mizen 


said that the town 
council should encour¬ 
age CAB as much as 
possible, especially if 
there was a threat of 
them merging with 
Bridgend and moving 
down the valley. 

“If we can give 
them facilities which 
are better than any¬ 
thing else, we will 
safeguard their servic¬ 
es here,” he pointed 
out. 

“Coun Bill May 
said that Cadw must 
be involved from the 
start, as the council 
offices are a Grade 2 
listed building. 

He added that pro¬ 
fessional advice was 
needed before any 
plans were drawn 
up.” 

This was agreed. 


Students learn 
from a master 


FORMER Turner 
Prize nominee pho¬ 
tographer, Richard 
Billingham, recently 
gave an inspiring 
guest lecture to art 
and design students 
at the Bridgend 
College. 

Richard came to 
prominence through his 
candid photography of 
his family in Cradley 
Heath, a body of work 
later added to and pub¬ 
lished in the acclaimed 
book Ray’s A Laugh 
(1996). 

He was later shortlist¬ 
ed for the 2001 Turner 
Prize, for his solo show 
at the Ikon Gallery in 
Birmingham. 

More than 125 stu¬ 
dents attended the lec¬ 
ture, where they were 
able to follow Richard’s 
journey in photography 
from his own foundation 
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Richard Billingham 
during the lecture. 

art course right through 
to the global exhibitions 
and Turner Prize nomi¬ 
nated work which has 
made Richard a promi¬ 
nent figure in the world 
of photography. 

Sharon James (head of 
school, performing arts) 
said: “The staff and stu¬ 
dents felt privileged to be 
given an insight into 
Richard’s work, as well 
as a preview of his latest 
exhibition. To meet an 
artist of this calibre was 
truly inspiring.” 

lUchard now lives in 
Brighton, and is a lectur¬ 
er in fine art photography 
at the University of 
Gloucestershire. 


Communities First, who 
provided funds towards 
the cost of entertainment 
and the buffet. 

The evening was a 
tremendous success and 
raised £216.03, which 
the school will use to 
help purchase IT equip¬ 
ment for the school hall. 

Perhaps a local com¬ 
pany would like to pro¬ 
vide sponsorship? 

Choir was 
appreciated 

MEMBERS of Garw 
Valley male choir thank 
staff and residents at 
Glanffrwd nursing 
home for their wonder¬ 
ful reception when the 
choir sang an entertain¬ 
ing programme, which 
earned tremendous 
applause, followed by a 
sumptuous buffet. 

The choir recently per¬ 
formed at Cowbridge 
Town Hall in aid of the 
RNLI, with a medley of 
songs in Welsh and 
English, including audi¬ 
ence favourites ‘Calon 
Lan’ and ‘American 
Trilogy’. 

The guest soloist was 
Adam Lewis, who had 
just completed the lead¬ 
ing role in Beauty and the 
Beast at the Parc and 
Dare Theatre, Treorci. 

His rendering of ‘Dy 
Gam Di O Bell’ (I Love 
You From Afar) and ‘I 
Can’t Love Her’ from the 
musical Beauty and the 
Beast was worthy of any 
West End star. 

The choir also had two 
soloists in Alan Walters 
who sang ‘Dafydd Y 
Garreg Wen’ (David of 
the White Rock) and 
David Rees, who sang ‘I 
Dreamed a Dream’ from 
Les Miserables. 

The choir is at 
Pontycymer mgby club 
on Monday or 
Wednesday evenings at 
7pm. Visitors are invited 
to join in the rehearsals, 
under musical director 
Bryan Young. 

For more information, 
telephone ‘Dixie ’ on 
01656 870304; or e-mail 
pontycymer. po @ btcon- 
nect.com. 

Dedicated 
volunteers 
I RECENTLY attended 
a concert organised by 
the Ogmore Valley 
Ladies Choir to raise 
funds for First 
Responders in Ogmore 
Valley. 

While there, I met 
Peter and Jill, who are 
members of this dedicat¬ 
ed group of volunteers, 
which provides back-up 
to the ambulance service 
on emergency calls. 

All volunteers are 
fully trained in first aid. 
They told me they pro¬ 
vided someone on call 
for 24 hours, seven days 


a week. They provide 
most of their equipment 
themselves, such as 
defibrillators, which cost 
£1,500 each and they 
have two. 

The bags in which 
they carry dressings and 
ointments cost them £60 
each, and their regulatory 
uniform jackets £70 
each. The group recently 
purchased a training 
dummy, which cost 
£900. 

It also regularly pro¬ 
vides first aid training at 
local schools and youth 
clubs, and is prepared to 
give talks and first aid 
training to any interested 
party throughout the 
county borough. 

Cultural 
exchange 
OGMORE Vale pri¬ 
mary school head¬ 
teacher, Paul Booth, 
will contact relatives of 
year-6 pupils who are 
going on the trip to 
London, after the 
Easter holidays, to 
arrange details for the 
trip. 

He asks if any local 
families would enjoy 
hosting young people 
from another country. 

They are among stu¬ 
dents from all over the 
world in British universi¬ 
ties and would love to 
spend a weekend sharing 
in family life. 

The families could 
have fun introducing 
them to British food, cus¬ 
toms, the local communi¬ 
ty and area. 

For more information, 
call Lynette Chappin on 
02920 693903, organiser 
in south Wales for the 
national charity Host. 

Oldest club? 

IS Nantyffylon rugby 
football club the oldest 
club in Bridgend coun¬ 
ty borough? 

Originally known as 
the Spelters RFC, a refer¬ 
ence to the iron works 
which existed in the area, 
photographic proof has 
been provided of Spelters 
RFC, which corroborates 
information given by eld¬ 
ers of Nantyffylon, that 
the club originally played 
in a field by the ‘Hearts 
of Oak’ in 1898. 

There also exists an 
admission ticket to a 
game played by the club 
in aid of the British Red 
Cross in 1912. 

It played under a vari¬ 
ety of names before 
1952, when it became 
known as the 
Nantyffylon RFC. 

Along with the name 
changes, there were a 
number of headquarters 
changes - such as the 
Oddfellows Hotel, Will 
Wat ki ns cafe, the New 
Institute, Traveller’s 
Rest, Elderbush Hotel 
and Glyn Waite’s cafe. 


It was at the Elderbush 
in 1958 that the club 
launched the black bag 
scheme. This enabled the 
club to buy the freehold 
of land in Blosse Street, 
and it was then able to 
develop the playing field. 

With the help of a loan 
from the Fernvale 
Brewery, it built the club¬ 
house. The loan has been 
repaid and the club is 
now in a strong financial 
position. 

It has 12 teams play¬ 
ing under its banner, 
including a ladies team. 

Good wishes 

BEST wishes go to 
Beatrice Alsop-Jones. 
Beatrice was taken seri¬ 
ously ill and is in the 
Princess of Wales hos¬ 
pital, Bridgend, where 
she is slowly recovering, 
but is likely to remain 
there for a further four 
to six weeks. 

Beatrice and I have 
known each other for a 
few years through her 
role as the dedicated sec¬ 
retary of Maesteg 
Children’s choir. 

I am certain everyone 
will wish her a full recov¬ 
ery. The Maesteg chil¬ 
dren’s choir will be per¬ 
forming at a concert in 
the Salvation Army hall, 
Castle Street, Maesteg, 
on April 16 and I know 
all the performers will be 
thinking of her. The con¬ 
cert, at 7pm, is in aid of 
the Salvation Army. 

Along with the bad 
news comes good news 
of her granddaughter 
Rhian Hughes, a soloist 
with the choir. 

Last week, she 
attained a grade 8 pass in 
her singing exam with 
merits; this is additional 
to the exam last 
December where she 
attained a grade 8 pass 
with merits in piano. 

In August, she will be 
sitting the grade 8 exam 
for the clarinet. 

Rhian was outstanding 
in her performance as 
Dorothy in the recent 
Ynysawdre 
Comprehensive School 
production of Wizard of 
Oz, and I believe she will 
go a long way in her cho¬ 
sen career. 

Young facilities 

CRAFTS, games and 
competitions with spe¬ 
cial prizes will be avail¬ 
able to children aged 
between 5-13 at Horeb 
chapel, Dinam Close, 
Nantymoel, today 
(Thursday, April 8) and 
April 9, between 
4.30pm-6.30pm. 

It continues on 
Saturday, April 10 (1pm- 
4pm), and on Sunday, 
April 11 (4.30pm- 

5.30pm). 

This will be followed 
by a special parents’ 
night service at 6pm. 


Willow warblers 
ON Saturday, April 10 
between 10am-12noon 
at the visitors centre, 
youngsters up to age of 
12 are welcome at Parc 
Slip nature reserve to 
learn how to weave wil¬ 
lows, or find the wildlife 
that exists under the 
water by pond dipping. 

This is provided free 
of charge and more infor¬ 
mation can be obtained 
on 01656 724100. 

On the reserve this 
week there have been 
sightings of willow war¬ 
blers and chiff chaffs, 
both of which are migra¬ 
tory birds. 

I have seen reed 
buntings and a sparrow 
hawk, which was hunting 
prey by flying at low 
level along a water 
course. 

Birthday 
greetings 
TO Private Gary 
Wakefield of the Royal 
Logistic Corps, who is 
from Bettws and cele¬ 
brated his 21st birthday 
on March 28. 

Unfortunately, he is in 
Selly Oak military hospi¬ 
tal after being wounded 
in Afghanistan. 

Gary is the proud 
recipient of five military 
medals and I wish him a 
full recovery from his 
injuries, and hope he is 
reunited with his family 
soon. 


Deadline 
to register 
your vote! 

BRIDGEND 
County Borough 
Council is remind¬ 
ing residents they 
have just two weeks 
left to register if 
they want to vote in 
the forthcoming 
general election. 

The Prime Minister, 
Gordon Brown, this 
week announced the 
election will take place 
on Thursday, May 6 - 
but anyone whose details 
do not appear on the 
electoral register will be 
unable to cast their vote, 
either at a polling station 
or by post. 

The last day to apply 
to register to vote or to 
apply for a new postal 
vote is Tuesday, April 
20 . 

To check or register 
your vote, contact 
Bridgend County 

Borough Council’s elec¬ 
toral services team on 
01656 643116; or visit 
the electoral services 
office at the council’s 
Civic Ojfices in Angel 
Street, Bridgend. 
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MAESTEG NEWS IN BRIEF 


A LETTER of con¬ 
gratulation has been 
sent by Maesteg 
Town Council to 
Connor Joseph, in 
recognition of his 
achievement in 
obtaining the presti¬ 
gious Chief Scout’s 
gold award through 
his membership of 
the Third Maesteg 
Scout Group. 

He is the first local 
Scout for 10 years to 
achieve this, and he is 
now studying for his 
Young Leader award, so 
that he can help other 
youngsters in the valley. 
MAESTEG Town 
Council is to release the 
£5,000 it agreed to 
donate for the installa¬ 
tion of floodlighting at 
the all-weather sports 


pitch at the new Caerau 
Primary School. 

The facility is avail¬ 
able to all local sport¬ 
ing organisations, and 
the work on this is now 
complete. 

A GRANT of £100 has 
been made by Maesteg 
Town Council towards 
the cost of an Easter 
egg hunt organised by 
The Friends of 
Brynheulog (Caerau 
Parc estate), who also 
organised a circus 
skills workshop and a 
show. The cost of the 
eggs was £200. 
MAESTEG Town 
Council has agreed to 
donate £100 towards 
the Kidney Wales 
Eoundation Walk for 
Life. 

THE Royal National 
Institute for the Blind 
Cymru is to get a 
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grant of £100 from 
Maesteg Town Council 
to help pay for services 
to blind people and 
others with visual 
impairment. 

EVAN PRYCE of 
Turberville Street, 
Maesteg, has been 
selected to play for the 
Boys Clubs of Wales in 
a match against the 
Belgian under-17s in 
Brussels later this 
month. 

Maesteg Town 
Council has agreed to 
congratulate him, and 
donate £100 towards his 
travel and hotel costs. 
PLANS for a BMX 
track in Caerau on the 
site of the old 
Coegnant Colliery 
behind the Dyffryn 
Hotel are now well 
advanced, Coun Phil 
Jenkins reported back 
to Maesteg Town 
Council, which has 
paid the fee for the 
planning application 
to be submitted. 

He said that the 
application was being 
submitted shortly, and 
added that residents 
should realise that the 
track was for BMX 
cycles and not off road 
motorcycles. 

MAESTEG Golf Club 


has submitted a plan¬ 
ning application to 
install a 45-feet high 
wind turbine on land 
near the clubhouse. 

A NEW bus shelter is 
to be erected by 
Maesteg Town 
Council at the bus 
stop near the 
entrance to Maesteg 
Cemetery. 

The shelter will cost 
£1,890 plus VAT. 

A further meeting is to 
take place of the 
Maesteg West ward 
members to discuss 
plans to install a length 
of pavement to serve 
houses at 

Nantycrynwydd, near 
Maesteg Sports Centre. 

The request for a 
meeting came from 
Coun Ian Jones, who is 
unhappy at the lack of 
progress. The cost is 
likely to be £3,300. 
THE CAERAU 
Development Trust has 
submitted a planning 
application to change 
the former Blaenllynfi 
Infants School into a 
community facility, 
including retail and 
offices. 



News in brief from the 
Porthcawl Town Council 


THE Porthcawl Town 
Council handyman is 
to be issued with a 
distinctive uniform, 
after he was mistaken 
by a member of the 
public for someone 
carrying out commu¬ 
nity service. 

Councillors agreed 
that they need to raise 
the profile of both the 
council’s input into 
work in the town, 
which includes carry¬ 
ing out repairs to pub¬ 
lic seats and cleaning 
graffiti off walls, and 
also of the handyman 
himself. 

THE location of a 
new pedestrian cross¬ 


ing being paid for by 
the town council has 
still not been finally 
confirmed by 
Porthcawl Town 
Council, and plans are 
still at an exploratory 
stage. 

The council has 
received correspon¬ 
dence from Mr JS 
Ladbrooke of 
Danygraig Avenue, 
questioning the plans 
to put the crossing on 
Newton Nottage Road. 

Some councillors 
also disagreed with the 
location and some felt 
it would be better suit¬ 
ed to a different loca¬ 
tion. 


It was agreed that 
the final decision 
about the crossing 
would be taken by full 
council, once all the 
facts have been 
received. 

THE ivy around one 
of the protected trees 
at St John’s Well in 
Newton is to cut away 
by the council handy¬ 
man, and permission 
will be sought to 
reduce the crown of 
another tree. 

PORTHCAWL Town 
Council is to make the 
following donations: 
Porthcawl Jazz festi¬ 


val, £300; Bridgend 
Police School liaison 
project, £250; 

Maesteg Gleemen 
Young Singer of the 
Year competition, 
£100. An application 
from the Porthcawl 
Athletic Association 
was turned down. 

THE summer musical 
event in Porthcawl this 
year takes place on 
Saturday, May 29. 

Local bands are to 
be invited to come for¬ 
ward to provide enter¬ 
tainment. They must 
provide a demo CD of 
their music if avail¬ 
able. 


NEW & IMPROVED 
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THE UNITED STATES 
BECOMES A STEP 
CLOSER TO TRAVEL 


INTERNATIONAL I- 

travellers in the |_ 

Vale and south (John 


by GEM REPORTER 


Wales can now fly to Aii^ort), 
the United States Chicago and Orlando. 

from Cardiff 

Airport via Ireland, 
rather than having 


to make journeys to transatlantic flights 
Bristol or London Dublin allows onward 


connecting passengers to clear immi- 


for 

flights. 

Aer Lingus is now reaching the USA. 
operating services from The Dublin flights 


Kennedy daily from Monday to 
Boston, Friday, and on Sundays, 
with two flights taking 
The service is being place on Saturdays. 

Aer Lingus is also 
operating a daily service 
to Cork. In total, the two 
new services will con¬ 
nect Ireland and Wales 
52 times each week 


run under the Aer Lingus 
Regional brand. 
Connecting 


,offering frequent oppor- 


gration qulcHy before iunjties"to reach Irdand 
for business or tourism. 


_ . . The flights have 

Cardiff to Dublin with from Cardiff will see an replaced the existing Aer 
connections to the USA increase in services, Arann service following 
York operating three times the recent announcement 


including New 


KISS-ME-QUICK 
OR QUALITY? 

Question for resort 


THE new borough 
Town Centre man¬ 
ager Rhiannon 
Kingsley has prom¬ 
ised to look at the 
issue of car parking 
in Porthcawl town 
centre. 

The council and 
chamber of trade have 
both requested that 
machines similar to 
those in Bridgend, 
which dispense a ticket 
in two parts, should be 
placed in the town. 

These tickets enable 
shoppers to be reim¬ 
bursed their parking fee 
from traders if they 
spend over a certain 
sum. 

This system was ini¬ 
tially introduced in the 


Asda car park but was 
scrapped when Asda 
unilaterally decided to 
ditch parking fees and 
allow shoppers to park 
for free. 

She is also keen to 
improve links between 
John Street and the 
shopping centre at 
Station Hill and New 
Road. These areas are 
separated by the dual 
carriageway but linked 
by a subway beneath the 
road. 

Ms Kingsley told the 
town council that deci¬ 
sions had to be taken 
about what sort of town 
Porthcawl was to 
become - a ''Kiss-me- 
quick'" seaside resort or 
something with more 
quality. 


that the airline will be 
operating as a franchise 
partner of Aer Lingus. 
Spencer Birns, Cardiff 


Airport’s head of air 
service development, 
commented: “The new 
services offer many 
advantages to south 
Wales travellers, includ¬ 
ing better business tim¬ 
ings on Cardiff to Dublin 
flights, and the advantage 
of being able to clear 
immigration in Dublin 
before travelling on con¬ 
necting flights to the 
USA. 

“Wales has many busi¬ 
ness links with the US, 
especially with cities 
such as New York, 
Chicago and Boston and 
these connections will be 
a major benefit for trav¬ 
ellers who visit the States 
on a regular basis.” 


‘Getting to know 
you’ meeting 


A MEETING is to 
be organised 

between Maesteg 
Town Council and 
the new town centre 
manager for 

Bridgend, Maesteg 
and Porthcawl. 

Rhiannon Kinglsey 
wrote to the council 
introducing herself and 
stating that she wants to 
develop a good working 
relationship with traders 
and organisations in the 
town. 

Coun Keith Edwards 
said that the borough 
councillors had met her 
recently and she had 
plenty of ambition and 
ideas. 


Coun Gareth Howells 
said that it was essential 
to develop a relationship 
with her so that the les¬ 
sons from the earlier 
regeneration of the town 
centre could be learned. 

“Some mistakes have 
been made here in the 
past - that’s the general 
consensus of the people 
in town,” he said. “It’s 
important that we meet 
her and get the traders 
involved. They would 
welcome that.” 

But Coun Bill May 
said that she would 
organise her own meet¬ 
ings with traders, and the 
council should meet her 
on its own. 

That was agreed. 


CITROEN BERLINGO MULTISPACE 

1.6HDi 90HPVTR WITH NIL ADVANCE PAYMENT 


www.citroen.co.uk 



CITROEN prefers TOTAL 



Worry-free means everything 
is included for peace of mind 


Motability 


y QUse your mobility allowance 
^^leakdown cover 

Road tax and insurance 
Servicing and maintenance 
mileage allowance 
Specialist advice 


wv^.motability.co.uk 


^jar?-e3ll QSSa95}4e02 


WALES LARGEST CITROEN DEALER 

NUMBER ONE FOR MOTABILITY 


CREATIVE TECHNOLOGIE 


CITROf^n 


•VALID FOR QUALIFYING MOTABILITY CUSTOMER ORDERS UNTIL 31/03/10. AVAILABLE FOR MOTABILITY CONTRACT HIRE SCHEME 
CUSTOMERS, ONLY ON QUALIFYING NEW CARS SOURCED FROM CITROEN UK LTD. MODELS SUBJECT TO STOCK AVAILABILITY AND 
QUARTERLY PRICE CHANGES. NO OTHER PROMOTIONAL OFFERS APPLY. TERMS & CONDITIONS APPLY, PLEASE ASK US FOR DETAILS. 
OFFICIAL GOVERNMENT FUEL CONSUMPTION FIGURES (RANGE): URBAN CYCLE, EXTRA URBAN, COMBINED (LITRES PER 100KM/MPG) 
& C02 EMISSIONS (G/KM); HIGHEST: CITROEN BERLINGO MULTISPACE 1.61 90HP 10.8/26.2, 6.8/41.5, 8.2/34.4, 195. 

LOWEST: CITROEN BERLINGO MULTISPACE 1.6 HDI 110 HP DPFS 6.4/41.4, 4.8/58.9, 5.3/53.3, 140. 


BASSETTS BRIDGEND 01656 649009 
BASSETTS CARMARTHEN (SALES OUTLET) 01267 238 800 
BASSETTS SWANSEA 01792 310900 


THAT DASTARDLY 
PIETER VAN BLEUWl’ 


The GEM * exclusive^ in our April 1 issue, 
detailing outrageous Dutch tycoon Pieter Van Bleu ^s 
plans for a giant blast furnace on the nearby Heritage 
Coast, prompted a flood of letters to our postbag! 
Here is a selection of readers^ views... 


The April 1st ‘spoof’ 
caused quite a stir! 


I WOULD like to 
congratulate 
The GEM on its 
April 1 ‘spoof’ 
about a proposed 
smelting plant 
located near 
Ogmore by Sea on 
the Heritage Coast!. 

After an initial near¬ 
heart attack followed by 
a swift realisation that it 
was only a joke, I can 
confirm that my phone 
was red hot with calls 
from concerned GEM 


readers. 

I was able to reassure 
them that there was 
absolutely no truth in 
the story and referred 
them to the date - print¬ 
ed above the piece! 

Well done, GEM, for 
injecting a little humour 
into our daily lives - 
even though I had some 
extra work landing in 
my lap as a result I 
Alun Cairns, 

Regional AM. 


Good spoof, 

it real? 


or was 

C ongratulations 
on your April 1 
spoof concern¬ 
ing the “proposed 
blast furnace” des¬ 
tined for Ogmore-by- 
Sea! 

It is good to read 
some humour in the 
press these days to light¬ 
en the depressing eco¬ 
nomic news we are 
forced to endure. 

We are so used to 
reading about govern¬ 
ment initiatives which 
have not been thought 
through or costed, that 
the proposal you 
described could just be 
one of these. 

Ogmore-by-Sea has 
no deep water offshore 


Will Van Bleuw 
ever learn ...? 

C ONGRATULATIONS! The 
GEM’S ace reporters have 
achieved yet another exclusive 
scoop involving Pieter Van Bleuw. 

These dedicated newshounds are to be congratu¬ 
lated on their magnificent efforts in discovering the 
latest deadly plan designed to wreck the tranquility 
and ‘green’ credentials of The Vale. 

Once again. Van Bleuw has been exposed for the 
dastardly villain that he is, but he is pitting his wits 
against The GEM’s intrepid investigators who pre¬ 
viously uncovered his other equally appalling pro¬ 
posals. Will he never learn? 

Interesting that these always seem to surface in 
the spring, usually at the very beginning of April. 
Maureen Bennett, Llanblethian 


Just like Pieter Van Bleu, you can 
read The GEM on line! Log on to: 

bridgend-today. co. uk 
or porthcawl-today.co.uk 


I HELP/or 
^HEROES 



Karma Beauty - Look Good, Feel Great 

4 Eagle Lane, Cowbridge (Above Curves) 

01446 771649 / 07966 517558 

www.karmabeauty.webs.com 


Van Bleuw’s plan 
will boost jobs 


to accommodate laden 
ore carriers, no rail links, 
or commercial road 
access - otherwise it is 
ideal! 

More to the point, the 
fact that existing steel¬ 
works are regularly clos¬ 
ing due to lack of 
demand, would make 
such a proposal a suit¬ 
able candidate upon 
which to waste taxpay¬ 
ers’ cash on the 
inevitable inducement 
grant which seems 
mandatory before any 
large inward investment. 

Keep up the humorous 
good work, we need 
it.....or was it for real? 
Roger Fuller, 
Bonvilston 


I THINK Mr 
PieterVan 
Bleuw’s “Euro 
backed blast fur¬ 
nace plan” would 
bring a much-need¬ 
ed boost to jobs and 
investment to 
Llantwit. 

(GEM front page, 
last week) 

I say demolish those 
old buildings like the 
Town Hall, St. Illtyds 
Church and narrow 
streets, allowing the cre¬ 
ation of a new motorway 
link from Bridgend via 
St. Donats to service the 
new docks at the beach, 
facilitating easy access 
for all those big lorries. 

Cover Colhugh 
Meadows with concrete 
and create a designer 
outlet - no need to worry 
about funding a new 
footpath. Plenty of job 
opportunities while we 
are waiting for the St 


Athan project to be 
approved. 

Close the three small 
competing supermarkets 
and replace them with 
one big Tesco in the 
town centre. By expan¬ 
sion we could turn the 
town into a city; who 
wants all those nice 
fields and cute little 
lambs running round? 
Just makes the place 
look untidy. 

The ideal location of 
St Donats Castle could 
become Mr. Bleuw’s 
new adult entertainment 
production studios and 
replace Mr. 
Attenborough’s 
Bridgend film studios 
which seem to have 
mysteriously evaporated. 

Perhaps all these 
improvements will 
encourage Arriva to run 
a more regular and reli¬ 
able train service. 

Winners all round! 
James Wild, 

Llantwit Major. 


Man the barricades! 


I READ with 
abject horror 
The GEM 
‘exclusive’ on last 
week’s front page, 
regarding plans for 
a mammoth coke 
burning blast fur¬ 
nace and all that 
goes with it on the 
Heritage Coast. 

This is our country 
and surely it is for us 


and our elected represen¬ 
tatives to decide what is 
and is not built here on 
the basis of what is in 
our best interests - and it 
is not for Greater Europe 
to have these things 
‘forced through’. 

To the barricades boys 
- and altogether sing 
‘Tongues of fire on Idris 
flaring news ofifioe-men 
dear declaring.... ’ 

David Alexander, 

Barry 


Karma Beauty 
is backing 
Help for Heroes 


K arma 

BEAUTY, 
now enjoy¬ 
ing its second year 
of trading in 
Cowbridge, is 
delighted to be 
holding a Mad 
Hatter’s tea party 
in aid of Help For 
Heroes on 
Saturday, April 17, 
from lpm-4pm. 

Help For Heroes is 
Karma Beauty’s official 
charity for 2010 and pro¬ 
ceeds from the day will 
be donated to this worth¬ 
while charity in aid of 
injured service person¬ 
nel. 

Karma Beauty offers 
luxury beauty and holis¬ 
tic treatments at afford¬ 
able prices, making 
beauty available for all. 
Mel and the team will be 
hosting the Mad Hatter’s 
tea party with cakes, 
cookies and treats served 


with tea, coffee and soft 
drinks. 

Wear your best tea 
party hat and receive a 
special prize awarded for 
the maddest hat at the 
party! 

Balloon modelling, 
luxury raffle and intro¬ 
ductory offers on all 
manicures and Indian 
head massages will be 
available, as well as 
homemade cakes that 
you can buy on the day 
to take home. 

Serving tea on the day 
will be Simon, Mel’s 
husband, who is running 
this year’s Virgin 
London Marathon on 
April 24, also in aid of 
Help For Heroes. 

As part of the support 
for Help For Heroes, 
Karma Beauty is donat¬ 
ing four hours of free 
treatment for the wives 
of service personnel at 
RAF St Athan, as well 
as 10 per cent discount 
for all serving personnel. 
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STUTTGART VISIT: The cost of trip queried 


T he glib letter 
from Alun 
Cairns pub¬ 
lished in The GEM 
on April 1 cannot 
be reconciled with 
the leaflet sent by 
the Vale of 
Glamorgan 


Conservatives to Dr 
David Ellis in 
Llantwit Major. 

In the leaflet, Mr 
Cairns claims to have 
gone to Stuttgart as the 
result of anger among 
local Conservatives. In 
the leaflet, he is the local 
Conservative parliamen¬ 


tary candidate. 

In The GEM he sug¬ 
gests he went as the 
shadow Industry 
Minister in the Assembly 
with responsibility “in 
any part of Wales”, but, 
nevertheless, he claims 
the visit was financed by 
himself and colleagues. 


Now that it has been 
used by the Vale 
Conservatives as an 
electioneering ploy, the 
cost of the visit should 
be disclosed publicly. 

All Mr Cairns will 
declare on this subject is 
that he understands a 
similar trip by Labour 


Give us back our old analogue TV! 


S INCE the switch-off 
of the TV analogue 
signal for ITV and 
BBC, and yet another 
retuning of my digital set 
top box, I have been hav¬ 
ing trouble with the ITV 
Wales signal. 

It goes up and down like a 
proverbial yo yo, causing the pic¬ 


ture to break up and freeze inter¬ 
mittently. 

Is the BBC blocking the signal 
to increase their viewing figures? 
All other channels seem to be 
fine. I have had to resort to tuning 
in to the ITV West analogue sig¬ 
nal, which will be available until 
2012. 

Apparently, London will be the 
last location to go digital; is this 
because if they can’t watch 


Eastenders there will be riots on 
the streets? We poor souls in 
Wales are yet again used as 
guinea pigs until they can get the 
signal level right. 

I will campaign against radio 
going digital, because this is 
maybe the only thing we can 
access. 

The benefit is that we will save 
the cost of the TV licensing fee. 

James Wild, Llantwit Major 


DON'T BUY 
FURNITURE. 


Hold Back Until We Launch Our... 


REFURBISHING & UPDATING 

GRAND SALE! 


£500,000 FURMTirRE FOR IMMEDLVFE DISI»OSAL 

Cvlchriiy, Ycouiyin X.* A Ml* Snmh. jjtlc. lUS. 

MiUno, lUuerhaiu. Atlancic. Kjrn«cin, Silentiu^ht. Myer%, Slumhciiand. 

Rest Assured. Ka%'iTied. Kin^stcm'ii. Rjuch. Dimension 3, Cormar. Elc^ Etc... 

MASSIVE 3 DAY PUBLIC SALE! 

STARTS NE.XT FRIDAY I6lh APRIL at 10 AM 

It's been i privilege to sme !oo many curtomers since ue find t^fened in Bridgend 
tniHc limit 30 ycjrs qpi lo iittpanr the skre. will wiih a 

sise rrktfbtshing; projetf • new new ranges new display's and decor! We 

must clear the fkHir withciul delay, so thal ftiis majur work may commence Tlie 
%l#nr pri’senlly closed nliilr wt ridner prim and prepare the dbplas^ foe 
iht launch of our 1500,UOO KEFURBlSlllNC A I PDaTI.NG GRAND SALE. 

FA ERY SIM.LE PRIC E WIIX BL DRASriC ALLY RF DI CED! 

THIS WILL BE OUR BIGGEST EVER SALE 
We muBt urcemly sell all our furniture A accesscries inc: Lcninuc suiaes i fabric & 
Valhcri. solas, wfa Nrds. easy cKiirs. fwliricrv dinir^ seK wall umiSv sklchKirds, 
wardmbes. beiis, mattrcMes, dressing ubies, chestv coflee tables^ rugs, pictures^ 
mirTurv Ivnpsv ewtatns, gills, etc Alasul«tel> Every thinit S1«s4 Be Sold 0«t 

TA^room gotkb. plin nurryittiiTe rMfck... aiu/ a/T ftrw ^tacton* anitrs be 

(iffi/rh- tttWn/ d JUi wiM /kvf. uT fhun in f>ur kisttfry' 

.4iubi^ A PaJ LurJ . Oiiwfan 


Town & Country 


FURNITURE 


FILL 
hFJAUS 
\Pl BUSHED 
\E\T 
H tth 


5-7 Br»ckla Stroet Centre, Brvdgervd, Mid Glamorgan. CF31 1BZ 


Till SIIO\\ R(K)M IS PRI SIATLY C l f>SI D 
WHILE UE COMPLETE ALL SALE PREPARATIONS 


and Plaid may have cost 
the public purse more 
than £5,000. 

Dr Lllis is entitled to 
a full answer to his ques¬ 
tion: how much did Mr 
Cairns’ visit to Stuttgart 
cost, and who exactly 
paid for it at the time? 
Roger Everest, 
Pontyclun 

Footnote: In fairness, 

Mr Cairns clearly stated 
in his letter that “noth¬ 
ing was drawn from the 
public purse 

Hunt for 
Gran 

I WONDER if 
any of your 
readers can help 
me in my search for 
my grandmother? 

Her name was Lthel 
Hilda Young and her last 
known address was 52 
Mount Lari, Bridgend, in 
May/June 1945. 

Any information 
would be appreciated. 
Roger Meadows, 10 
Cromwell Road, 
Weymouth, Dorset, 

DT4 OJG. 

Email: 

rgrmeadows @ yahoo.co 
.uk 


LETTERS 

EXTRA 


Paul 
Gentile’s 
expert 
Troll kits 
advice 

D ON’T miss 

Sunday April 
18, when cus¬ 
tomers will be view¬ 
ing the new limited 
edition Troll kits at 
Paul Gentile, The 
Capitol Centre, 
Cardiff. 

The eye-catching 
sweet floral collection 
kits are available in two 
distinctive colourways, 
decorative pinks and 
vivid, vibrant blues. 

The beads are individ¬ 
ually decorated and 
blend beautifully togeth¬ 
er to create an irre¬ 
sistible combination. 

There are also the 
new dazzling delicate 
hanging Tassel Beads - 
beautiful beads inspired 
by the delightful colours 
and patterns of a garden 
blooming in spring! 

A spokesman said: 
“Join us for light 
refreshments, a free raf¬ 
fle and expert advice on 
your trolls.” 






How far dots your child's 
ImagirMtion s-t-r-ttch? 


ENROLLING NOW! 

Cowbridge & Bridgend 

01446 781454 

Apply online now: 

www.stagecoach.co.uk 


SUMMER HOLIDAY 

WORKSHOPS NOW BOOKING 


Act! Sing! Dance! 
We teach 4 to 
18-year-olds stage skills that 
aren’t just for the stage. 
Our students grow in 
confidence and self-esteem... 

SKILLS FOR LIFE! 

STAGECOACH 




THEATRE ARTS SCHOOLS 


www.stagecoach.co.uk 


Paul Gentile Jewellers 

Barry, Cardiff & Newport 

IQI 

TROLIBCADS 


Grjfat stories are 

NOT ALWAYS TOLD 
WITH WRL3S. 

TtA VC-f-. T*«W(*k 



3 Commercial 
Street, Newport 
NP9 IHE 
01633 263637 


16 The Capitol, 
Queen St, Cardiff 
CFIO 2HQ 
02920 342136 


Tynewydd 
Road, Barry 
CF62 8HB 
01446 746871 


www.paulgentilejewellers.com 
E-Mail: sales@paulgentilejewellers.com 


At Dogs Trust Bridgend, love comes in all shapes and sizes. 



, ......... ............ ... —... .. . ....pr .... 

9 


To see all our do^ 
visit om new wgbPfc 
dogstrustof^ft 

Yqipbhi trusta doq from 

Dog^ust 
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EASTER weekend was a little disappointing. Most of us hoped 
the weather would improve enough to encourage us out of 
hibernation. The temperature is now rising - so the time is 
right to transform our garden areas. 

If your mower has been stored away through the winter, 
perhaps it needs the blades sharpened or maintaining? Is your 
fence in need of attention after winter storms? Check out what 
needs repairing or renewing around your garden. 

Our spring ^ture includes companies with the products 
and services to help bring the life back into your surroundings. 


Wood & Timber 


Tree Felling 


Garden wolls/ patios and paving 



CHRIS JONES & SON 

building, groundwork & property maintenance 


; FREE ESTIMATES, FRIENDLY SERVICE 


Blockpaving • Patios • Fencing 
Decking • GardenWalls 'Tarmac 

07915 299 603 




Conservatories 

Let Future Window 
Solutions build you a 
conservatory dream 

A ll uPVC conservatories installed by Future 
Window Solutions are manufactured using 
the duraflex system and are completed with a 
global bespoke conservatory roof. 

The benefits of adding a conservatory to your home are 
countless, such as an extra room bathed in natural light all year 
round. Whether it is a cosy living area, a children’s playroom, or 
simply a place to dine, at Future Window Solutions we offer a 
range of conservatories to suit your lifestyle. 

It is an affordable luxury that will add value to your home, and 
turn your dreams into a reality. 

Future Window Solutions undertakes the whole build process, 
from foundations, brickwork, electrics, plastering and final 
installation, leaving you to sit back and relax in the knowledge 
that your conservatory is in the best possible hands. 

A spokesman added: “We offer a wide range of styles for you to 
choose from, including Victorian, Edwardian, gable ended, P- 
shaped, lean-to, double hipped and new generation Orangeries.” 


-W- 


THERE’S SO MUCH MORE AT 

FOREST PRODUCTS 

THE PLACE TO VISIT TO PUT 
‘SPRING’ INTO YOUR GARDEN 

All types and patterns of fencing panels. 
Trellis, featheredge boards, posts and rails 
Landscaping sleepers, machined logs, lawn 
edging, gazebos, pergolas and picnic benches 
Plus a NEW RANGE of pressure treated 
timber planters - ready for Easter planting 
Redwood decking, spindles, 
handrails and lighting sets 
Stone patio sets and slabs, concrete fence 
posts, gravel boards and Postmix 
Agricultural and equestrian fencing and gates 
Plus probably the most extensive range of purpose 
made drive-way and garden gates available 
IN FACT ALL YOU WILL NEED TO MAKE THE 
MOST OF SPRING IN YOUR GARDEN 

CROSSWAYS ESTATE, LLANTWIT MAJOR ROAD, 
COWBRIDGE CF71 7LJ. Tel: 01446 773399 
Opening Hours Mon - Fri S.OOam-S.OOpm 
Sat. 9.00ani -12.00 noon; Closed Easter Monday 

www.forest-products.co.uk 


Timberaway 

Garden and Tree Services 

(NPTC) 

Qualified Tree Surgeon 
Fully Insured 
All types of garden and 
tree work undertaken. 

Competitive prices 
which include 
Waste removal 

Martin Robson awaits your call! 

^01446 402848 
i 07739 389578 



Wrought Iron 


V Gates‘R’Us V 

1l V 1| 1| 


Handcrafted Gates and Railings 

Welding and 
Fabrication Specialists 
General Engineers 
FREE ESTIMATES 
01446 751565 or 07742 396146 


Landscaping 







Future Window 

^SolutionsG 

Pilkington Activ Self-Cleaning Glass 
conservatory roofs 




Are you looking to enjoy your garden view all year round or wanting to increase your 
living space? Whatever your needs, let us help you pick the perfect conservatory. 

Built to look beautiful and lost for years, our fantastic range can all be fully customised to 
maximise space and complement the look of your home. 


At Future Window Solutions we deal with it 
all from survey through to installation, we 
will even sort out planning. 

For more information visit our website at 

www.futurewindowsolutions.co.uk 

or contact the office either by phone or Email. 


SPRING OFFER: i\ 

10%OFF ofi 

with this voucher ; 

Valid until end of May 2010 [ 

WE WONT BE BEATEN ON PRICE ■ 


UNIT 13, PALMERSTON WORKSHOPS, PALMERSTON ROAD, BARRY CF63 2YZ. 

Tel: 01446 733455 t" 

• -- Fax: 01446 733645 

Email: enquines@futurewindowsolutions.co.uk ^ 


' 1 ^ 



GARDEN AND 
LANDSCAPING SERVICES 
Garden Design & Construction 





Garden makeovers and transformations 


• Decking (soft/hardwood and composite) 
Fencing • Patios (natural stone a speciality) 

• Block Paved Driveways • Entrance Gates 
•Turfing amd New Lawns • Walling and Terracing 

• Water Features and Ponds • Tree Felling 

Nick Mobile: 07790 166480 
Vale: 01446 710736 Cardiff: 02920 990036 

We have a full online portfolio of our work on our website at 

www.gardenandlandscapeservices.co.uk 


N.P Garden 
& 

Landscaping 

services 

are a local company 
serving the Vale of 
Glamorgan. With 
both experienced 
and qualified 

tradesmen, we 
provide a range of 
services from garden 
design to complete 
makeovers. 

We specialise in the 
design and 

construction of both 
new gardens and 
complete makeovers 
of existing gardens. 

With more than 10 
years trading we have 
built up thousands of 
satisfied customers 
willing to act as 
references to the 
quality and efficiency 
of our work. 

We achieve this by 
only using top quality 
materials and paying 
attention to every last 
detail. By doing this it 
enables us to 

guarantee all our 

work. 

We pride our-self 
on finishing our work 
to a very high 
standard, which is 
reflected by the 

excellent references 
and portfolio we have 
to offer. 
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Plants & Pots 

1 'Tl 

Lots to see at 

L) 


Dyffryn Nurseries 


Dyffryn Nurseries 




• N.jiivc H<x1ging 

• FvLTgTccn Stax^iing 

• Fruii and CLirdcn Trcc-% 

• Specimen- 

• Sronwitc 



YFFRYN Nurseries is a 
family business, located 
between Cardiff and 
Cowbridge. 

We provide a friendly, personal 
service and offer delivery through¬ 
out south Wales. 

We specialise in mature trees, 
shrubs, conifers, hedging as well as 
our architectural feature plants 
including topiary, palms, bamboo 
and olives. 

Our range of pots and containers 
is unique, complementing our 
plants perfectly. Our plants are 
available to hire out at a daily rate 
for weddings, corporate events and 
private functions. 

We also offer garden visits to 
advise on specific plants suitable 
for your location and fulfil your 
personal requirements. 

Our website is updated regularly, 
listing our latest seasonal stock and 
offers. 

We look forward to seeing you at 
Dyffryn soon. 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


Advertise your company 
in future GEM features, 
call us on 01446 774 484 


Garden Machinery 




Tel: 01446 771660 
Mob: 07854 125404 


SPRING SERVICE 

MOWER NOT STARTING? - GIVE US A CALL 
or bring it to your local, friendly company based at Llondow 
LAWN MOWER SER VICE (Free Collection & Delivery) 

New spark plugs, oil change, 
blades sharpened. 

Any make/model. 
Courtesy mower service available. 

Come and browse in our 
new showroom 


Blocks, Bricks & Paving 



' CASflft HOIVDA 


yAmR 


Unit 10a, Vale Business Park 

(Between Cowbridge & Llantwit Major) 
www.richardcouzens.co.uk 


Uanharan Concrete Co. Ltd 
& Builder’s Merchants 


We now also stock a wide range of building supplies 


{ D.I.Y. SHOP OPENING SOON ] 



Our new stock range includes: 

Timbers • Fence Panels 
Posts • All Plain Timbers 
inc: Skirtings • Plasterboards 
Sheet Materials • Insulation 
Steel Lintels • Reinforcing Mesh 
Block Paviers • Plaster & Beads 
Fixings (Nails, Screws etc.) 
Door Linings 

Trade Paint & Preservatives 

All Competitively Priced 



Decorative Stone, 
Slate, 

Screen Blocks 
Pillar Caps 
Coping Stones 
Rope Edging 
Path Edge 
Stepping Stones 
Rostrum Circles 
Paving Slabs - 
various sizes 
We can make up 
siabs to your own 
specifications 
Blocks & Bricks 
Aggregates 
Avaiiabie ioose or 
in Jumbo bags 
Cement 

Landscape Fabric 
Admix 

Waterproofer 


FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY 

(Subject to order) 



Llanharry Road, Uanharan CF72 9RN open: 

Tel: 01443 226212 Fax: 01443 237685 Monday to Friday 

www.llanharanconcrete.co.uk i^Sopm^sIturSay 


Perfect foundations 
for outdoor living 

L lanharan Concrete Co 
Limited have been on-site 
for 48 years, a family-run 
business manufacturing concrete 
blocks and bricks, recently 
branching out into stocking a wide 
range of paving slabs, decorative 
stone, timber fencing and a full 
range of building supplies. 

We are presently undertaking a large 
expansion plan, incorporating a DIY 
shop opening soon. All staff employed 
here are local people who have been 
with us for many years, each one having 
a vast amount of experience and knowl¬ 
edge in their field of work. 

Why not call in and see our range of 
products, browse at your leisure and 
take advice from our friendly, efficient 
staff? 

Deliveries are no problem, we have a 
range of vehicles, depending on your 
requirements, including Hi-ab lorries, 
tipper lorries and smaller vans. 

Distance is no problem - and orders 
are next day delivery. 

HOW TO FIND US 

We are situated between Llanharan 
and Llanharry, only a 20-minute drive 
from Cowbridge. Take the road towards 
Pontyclun from Cowbridge traffic 
lights, turn left at Brynsadler after cross¬ 
ing the motorway into the village of 
Llanharry. 

Drive past the village post office, tak¬ 
ing the next right, signposted Llanharan. 

We are about one and three-quarter 
miles along this road on the right-hand 
side. 


Richard Couzens 
welcomes 
customers 
old and new 

R ichard Couzens Machinery Ltd 
is going from strength-to-strength, 
supplying and maintaining both 
agricultural machinery to the farming 
industry and horticultural equipment to 
the general public. 

Recent expansion to the company has 
now included a counter service area for cus¬ 
tomers, with a showroom area currently 
housing new mowers. 

The company will repair, service or sup¬ 
ply mowers according to your needs. 

It has a part exchange system available; 
you can even have a courtesy mower, if you 
have unexpected special plans. 

Your item can be repaired on site, or staff 
will collect and deliver free of charge - as 
and when necessary. 

The company team is local to the Vale 
and has a wealth of experience and knowl¬ 
edge. Staff are all friendly, reliable and 
helpful. 

Richard would like to thank all existing 
customers for their past loyalty and looks 
forward to their continued custom. 

He also welcomes new customers - so 
come and look around! 

There are great prices and everybody is 
welcome. 

HOW TO FIND US ... 

Entering the Vale Business Park, 

Llandow, you follow the main road into the 
site and keep straight ahead, practically to 
the end to where road narrowing pillars are 
situated. Turn right and then take the first 
left; the entrance is at the end of this street. 
Call for more information on 
01446 771660 or email us on: 
couzensmachinery @ btconnect. com. 
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ardens -j*! 

Revealing the 10 top tips so you can 
relax in the perfect conservatory 


R elax in a 

conservatory 
on a sum¬ 
mer’s day, and it 
soon becomes 
apparent how it can 
transform the way 
in which you use 
your home. 

Hugely versatile and 
appealing, a conservato¬ 
ry maximises living 
space, whether it’s used 
as a peaceful year-round 
sanctuary for some 
much-needed ‘me’ time, 
as an informal dining 
space, or even as a play¬ 
room. 

Gareth Short, conser¬ 
vatories and glazing 
business manager at the 
Leekes department store, 
explained: “Adding a 
conservatory to your 
home can bring a whole 
new dimension to how 
you live. 

“You can now choose 
from an even more 
extensive range of styles 
and finishes than ever 
before, and our experts 
will tailor whatever 
design you want to suit 


your requirements.” 

With a little expert 
advice on how to go 
about making an invest¬ 
ment that can add as 
much as five per cent to 
the value of your proper¬ 
ty, you’ll soon be well 
on the way to creating 
the additional living 
space you’ve always 
wanted just by sticking 
to a few ‘rules’. 

STEP 1 - CHOICE 

There’s so much 
choice when it comes to 
choosing the perfect 
conservatory that you’d 
be forgiven for not 
knowing where to start. 

While the classic 
white uPVC conservato¬ 
ry remains massively 
popular due to its low 
cost, advances in build¬ 
ing technology in recent 
years has also increased 
the choices available. 

Hardwood conserva¬ 
tories are a great alterna¬ 
tive to uPVC, with tiled 
roof conservatories 
becoming more sought 
after as they blend seam¬ 
lessly with your home. 

Demand for tradition¬ 


al-style orangeries, char¬ 
acterised by their vaulted 
roofs, is also growing, 
adding an air of sophisti¬ 
cation to any living 
space. 

STEP 2 - DESIGN 

AND PLANNING 

Most specialist con¬ 
servatory companies 
offer a comprehensive 
service which includes 
free design and plan¬ 
ning. 

An experienced con¬ 
servatory designer will 
have extensive knowl¬ 
edge of the design and 
planning process from 
the initial technical serv¬ 
ice through to the cre¬ 
ation of a computer- 
aided design which will 
enable you to visualise 
the proposed layout and 
overall look of your new 
conservatory before you 
make a commitment. 

STEP 3 - PLANNING 
PERMISSION 

Determining whether 
or not you need planning 
permission is essential 
and this is an area that a 
well-established, rep¬ 
utable company will be 


happy to take care of. 

STEP 4 - 
INSTALLATION 
The free design and 
planning service that 
most reputable retailers 
offer usually extends to 
installation too. Ensure 
your new conservatory is 
installed by approved 
qualified craftsmen who 
are able to take care of 
everything from the 
building of the base 
through to the fitting of 
the glass. 

Craftsmen who are 
qualified to a high stan¬ 
dard will carry out the 
job safely and with the 
minimum of disruption. 

STEP 5 - QUALITY 
Research is essential 
when making a consider¬ 
able investment in your 
home and opting for a 
reputable company that 
promises a quality prod¬ 
uct and service is of the 
utmost importance. 

Look out for industry 
accredited companies 
who are members of 
BBA and FENSA. Make 
sure you opt for a design 
that is timeless enough 


Brabantia • Stellar • Horwood • Judge Vista • Meyer • Circulon • Neworld 

1st Choic© 

3a Tynewydd Road, King Square, Barry Town Centre CF62 8HB 

§ 01446 700206/730884 

WWW. 1 stchoketrade.co.uk 


can repair all your appliances in your own 
home - both built-in and free standing. 


OPEN: 

Monday - Saturday 
9.00am - 5.30pm 

Sunday 

10.00am - 4.00pm 


Washing machines, dishwashers, 
cookers, fridge-freezers, 
ovens, hobs, hoods, etc.^^ 


We Repair 
We Sell ^ 

We Deliver " 
We Inslall 

We take OU Appliantes 
We Care! 


.S' 


"Vie sell a huge range of brand new and factory 
refurbished appliances to fit all pockets, from credit |pr 

crunching budget appliances to top of the range models.^^ / ^ 


MisinXifftl 

-«v 


» Beko • Range Master • Leisure • Creda • White Knight • Stoves • Candy < 


to look great for many 
years to come. 

STEP 6 - 

AEEORD ABILITY 

Investing in a new 
conservatory can be one 
of the most costly pur¬ 
chases you will ever 
make as a homeowner, 
so having the option to 
spread the cost is always 
appealing. Look out for 
flexible payment 
options, including low 
affordable monthly pay¬ 
ments, home improve¬ 
ment loans and interest 
free credit options which 
can be arranged to suit 
you. 

STEP 7 - 
INNOVATION 


Innovations are 
always taking place in 
the conservatory and 
glazing industry. 

Developments in tech¬ 
nology now mean that 
much of the glass used 
in conservatories is self¬ 
cleaning, with glass that 
can help to reduce heat 
loss by up to 90 per cent 
also used in many con¬ 
structions. 

STEP 8 - EINISHING 
TOUCHES 

As with most things 
in life, it’s the finishing 
touches that make all the 
difference and a full 
interior design service is 
the perfect way to com¬ 
plete the look of your 


conservatory. 

An interior designer 
can advise on the best 
way to furnish your new 
living space - will you 
opt for cane furniture or 
fabric, hard wearing 
floor tiles or wooden 
flooring, spot lights or 
an elaborate chandelier? 

Blinds are also all 
important in a conserva¬ 
tory, especially when 
summer arrives. 

STEP 9-10 YEAR 
GUARANTEE 
Ask a sales consultant 
about a guarantee - most 
specialist conservatory 
companies are so confi¬ 
dent in their products 
that they’ll want you to 


have peace of mind for 
many years to come, so 
a guarantee will come as 
standard. 

STEP 10 - AETER 
SALES SERVICE 
Once the installation 
of your conservatory is 
complete, your level of 
customer service should 
continue to be as sup¬ 
portive as at the initial 
stages of design and 
planning. 

A dedicated after sales 
support team should be 
on hand to offer assis¬ 
tance in dealing with any 
queries you may have 
once your conservatory 
has been installed. 


Slade 
Farm 
gardens 
put on 
charity 
show 


HUNDREDS of 
people flocked to 
see the gardens at 
Slade Farm in 
Southerndown on 
Easter Sunday, 
under the National 
Open Garden 
scheme. 

Supported by regional 



AM, Alun Cairns, Peter 
and Rosamund Davies 
opened their garden to 
the public under the 
scheme and raised hun¬ 
dreds of pounds for 
charity in the process. 

Slade Farm is 
believed to be the first in 
Glamorgan to open this 
year, and the woodland 
garden boasted masses 




Fine Cuisine 
Products 
Catering 

► Home Dinner parties, functions/celebrations. 

► Innovative cuisine to suit all budgets. 

Time served, experienced professionals 
Supplying Meat, Poultry, Vegetables, 
SnSSm A Home Baking, etc. 

A open Wednesday - Saturday 
10.00 am - 4.00pm 
ST BRIDES MAJOR CF32 OSE 

07929 824037 

For catering prepared by qualified chef 

Kate, call 07939 503440 > 




of early spring flowers, 
mature specimen trees, 
living willow arbours, 
rose and clematis pergo¬ 
la, terraced lawns, 
orchard and herbaceous 
borders. 

Mr Cairns said: “In 
spite of the recent wet 
weather, the gardens 
were in superb condi¬ 
tion. 

“Peter and Rosamund 
had also organised an 
Easter egg hunt for the 


children, which went 
down exceptionally well. 

“They really deserve 
to be congratulated on 
their hard work. 

“We also need to 
recognise the work of 
the Brownies, who 
helped with the teas and 
cakes. 

“It was a delightful 
event, showing a fantas¬ 
tic garden and raising 
money for charity in the 
process.” 


AH Joinery products 

made the way you want them... 

• Doors • Windows • Kitchens 

• Bedrooms • Mouidings • Hand-made Furniture 

Fully insured for your peace of mind 


GLYNN SEWELL JOINERY LTD 


With over 15 years experience, we have furnished many houses, 
hoteis, hospitals and schools with exceilent fixtures, fittings and 
fitted mouidings. No project is too big or small and all items are 
individuaiiy custom made. You can confidentiy reiy on us to deiiver a 
first ciass product with a price to match. 

01446 421112 07813 840926/07973 530073 

e-mail: info@gsjoinery.net 


DEAl 


DAVID EVANS 
AGRICULTURAL LTD 


Sales • Service • Repair 

Old Middle Hill, Llancarfan, Vale of Glamorgan 

Tel: 01446 781711 

SPri ny dealer for: 


STtHL 


Offers!!! 

All makes 
serviced and j>i, 
repaired. 
Collection 
available. 


www.davidevansagricultural.co.uk 
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www.galleriastore.co.uk 

Delivery Nationwide 
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GREEN WASTE COLLECTIONS 
RESUME AROUND THE VALE 


W ITH the 
arrival of 
warmer 
weather, residents 
in the Vale are to 
receive their regular 
kerbside fortnightly 
garden waste collec¬ 
tions. 

Garden waste bags are 
collected on the same 
week as cardboard and 
plastic recycling, and 
content should include 
grass, shrub cuttings, 
leaves, plants, flowers 
and most weeds. 

Figures from last year 
(April 2008 - March 
2009) show that more 
than 4,100 tonnes of gar¬ 
den waste were collected, 
highlighting the excep¬ 
tional effort put in by 
Vale residents. 

Early figures from 
April 2009 to the end of 
March 2010 indicate that 
residents have exceeded 
last year’s tonnage. 

Coun Geoff Cox, cabi¬ 
net member for visible 
and building services, 
was keen to praise how 
well residents have done. 

He said: “Our Vale 
garden waste is sent to 
Penllyn Farm in 
Cowbridge where it is 
composted, turned into a 
soil enhancer and reused 
back on their farm land. 



would like to say to 
our residents and all 
those involved, well done 
and keep up the good 
work, for this year too.” 

Garden waste must be 
placed out by 7 am in 
either green reusable fab¬ 
ric bags, costing £1, or 


biodegradable bags 
(three for £1). 

Each bag is sold at 
both the council’s Civic 
and Dock offices in 
Barry, the Alps office in 
Wenvoe, as well as from 
Llantwit Major, 

Cowbridge and Penarth 


libraries. 

The recycling officer, 
Michelle Fitzpatrick 
said: “As the weather 
improves, we urge resi¬ 
dents to remember that 
the main purpose of any 
of their recycling efforts 
is to reduce the burden 


• Front row: from 
Cowbridge Compost - 
Damien Burnell, 
senior tractor driver, 
Coun Geoff Cox, John 
Homfray, estate 
partner, Mike Hallet, 
farm manager and 
Andrew Shackell, 

^ cattle manager. 

we place on landfill. We 
are delighted that more 
and more residents get 
involved every year but 
we would still urge peo¬ 
ple to consider whether 
they could do more.” 

For more information 
on recycling, telephone 
01446 700111, email vis¬ 
ible @valeofglamorgan.g 
ov.uk or visit the coun¬ 
cil’s website at 
www.valeofglamorgan.g 
ov.uk/recycle. 


Creative Window 
has expanded its 


C REATIVE 
Window & 
Build 

Solutions are cer¬ 
tainly living up to 
their “more than 
just a window com¬ 
pany” claim, with a 
range of Modena 


Orangeries being 
the latest addition 
to their extensive 
range of products 
and services. 

Local husband and 
wife team Dean and 
Leanne Edmonds are 
delighted by the recent 
interest in their contem- 


& Build Solutions 
product portfolio 


porary range of new- 
generation orangeries. 

Dean explained: 
“Here at Creative, we 
are proud to be one of 
the few installation 
companies that promote 
bespoke products and 
services. Our range of 
orangeries are designed 
and built by Creative 


Window & Build 
Solutions to your exact 
requirements. 

“We even offer interi¬ 
or design packages for 
those finishing touch¬ 
es.” 

Call Dean or Leanne 
at Creative on 01446 
746353 to discuss the 
many options available. 


Kitchens Made To Measure 

with all the latest accessories 

A huge range to choose bm to suit your requirements. 
Creative and innovative personal design service 
Free Survey Quotation... 

and we do the same for bedrooms! 



Manufacturers and Suppliers of Luxury Kitchens and Bedroom Suites 


GREFFT 



KITCHENS & BEDROOMS 

THE STUDIO, 11-12 SUBWAY ROAD, Tj. MAAL 7QAA91 
THE WATERFRONT, BARRY, CF634QT I6I* V I ^^0 / OOHl I 


www.crefftkitchens.co.uk 
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Thinking of a conservatory or an extension this year? 
Need extra iiving space? Working from home? 
Creative Window and Build Solutions are proud 
to present . . . Our MODENA orangery. 

Our range of New Generation-Energy 
Efficient Orangeries is your answer. 



Husand and wife team. 


Edmonds, 
successful launch 



Orangeries make great family and enter¬ 
taining spaces, whether you choose to use 
them for dining, relaxing or even as a lux¬ 
ury kitchen, the possibilities are endless... 


Invest in a whole new lifestyle of 
“New Generation” contemporary living. 


SPECIAL OFFER I 

^,1,000 OFF ! 

our range of orangeries for orders [ 
placed during April with this voucher! i 



Unit 7 Priority Workshops, 
Ty Verlon Industrial Estate, 
Barry. CF63 2BE 
Email: info@creativewbs.com 
Web: www.creativewbs.com 


FENSA 


e 


Underfloor Heating, recessed lighting and Beautiful, Bespoke, Contemporary 

interior design packages available. and Affordable . 

Orangeries represent the ideal combination of the benefits and looks of conservatories and more conventional 
extensions. They are wonderfully light and airy spaces due to the glazed roofs as well as being cosy and 
inviting throughout the year. For this reason orangeries provide unique multi-purpose living space. Recently 
there has been a significant growth in popularity - customers who might have opted for a conservatory are 
now increasingly more likely to choose an orangery. Our range of orangeries are designed to complement your 
existing home more sympathetically. An orangery is undoubtedly the new generation conservatory. More than 
just a conservatory and less expensive than a traditional extension, the Creative Modena range fuses the best 
of both. Once built, you will wonder how you ever lived without this new, inspirational living space. 
A Contemporary glass lantern roof, underfloor heating, recessed lighting and bi-fold doors are just a few of the 
products available within our design package. 

So, if you are thinking of a conservatory or extension, 
but want something different 

Contact Creative - The Vale's leading Orangery Specialists on 

01446 746353 

to arrange your free survey, or to view one of our Modena showhomes 
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Cold bites as 
Porthcawl RNLI 
crew rescue 
‘men overboard’ 


PORTHCAWL 
RNLI lifeboat crew 
were called out on 
Easter Sunday to a 
jet ski, after its rid¬ 
ers were thrown 
into the icy water in 
Newton Bay. 

Porthcawl RNLI 
spokesman Ian Stroud 
said: 

“The crew were just 
about to launch on a 
routine training exercise 
when the call came in, 
so the lifeboat was on 
the scene quickly. 

“The crew arrived on 
to find that the Jet Ski’s 
riders had been thrown 
into the freezing water 
and the craft was still in 
motion. 

“The lifeboat picked 
up one of the casualties 
and brought him safely 
ashore, while the other 
swam to waiting 
Coastguards, who then 


transferred them both to 
a paramedic team.” 

With the casualties 
safe, the lifeboat then 
returned to locate the jet 
ski. 

The helmsman, Alex 
Denny, manoeuvred the 
lifeboat alongside the 
moving craft while 
Joseph Missen jumped 
onboard, bringing it 
safely ashore. 

Joseph Missen said: 
“The crew of the jet ski 
were very lucky, as the 
moving craft could have 
easily run one of them 
over while it was cir¬ 
cling.” 

The lifeboat then 
returned to station to be 
re-fuelled when another 
call came through for 
the same area. 

Once again, the 
lifeboat quickly 

launched, this time 
going to the aid of a 
canoeist who had fallen 
out of his canoe. 


Finding it difficult to 
get back ashore, he had 
abandoned his craft and 
tried to swim for the 
shore. 

The lifeboat picked 
him up and transferred 
him to the local 
Coastguard team. 

Ian Stroud said: “The 
canoeist and the casual¬ 
ties from the previous 
call were all treated by 
the paramedics in the 
waiting ambulance and 
then taken to hospital. 

“At this time of year, 
the sea is at its coldest 
and people need to 
make sure that they are 
dressed appropriately 
for these conditions. 

“Also, their crafts 
have not been in use 
during the winter 
months and need to be 
serviced and prepared 
correctly before being 
used for the new sea¬ 
son.” 
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DAY GROUPS 

WEDNESDAY 

Penarth - 9.30am & 11.45am 

All Saints Church Hall, Victoria Square 
Linda 01446 761150 

THURSDAY 

Barry - 10.15am 

Castleland Community Centre 
Belvedere Crescent 
Niki 01446 740394 

Cowbridge - 10.00am 

The Duke of Wellington 

High Street 

Lina 01656 890708 

EVENING GROUPS 
MONDAY 

Barry - 4.30 & 6.30pm 

Brynsion Hall, Junction of Court Road 
and Llanover Street 
Lorraine 01446 407002 
Penarth - 6.30pm 
Elfed Avenue Methodist Church 
Elfed Road 
Niki 01446 740394 
Rhoose - 6.30pm 
Celtic Way Community Centre 
Celtic Way 
Helen 01446 750738 
TUESDAY 
Barry - 5.45pm 
Market Street Social Club 
Upstairs Function Room 
Joanne 01446 404897 
Barry - 4.30pm 
St. Davids Methodist Church Hall, 
Winston Road 
Annamarie 01446 736534 

0844 897 8000 

V. I 


Llantwit Major - 
4.45 & 6.45pm 

Old School, Wine Street 
Helen 01446 750738 

Sully - 6.30pm 

The Old School, South Road 
Niki 01446 740394 

WEDNESDAY 
Barry - 4.45 & 6.45pm 

St. Francis 
Millennium Centre 
Park Road, 

Porth-y-Castell 
Annamarie 01446 736534 
Barry - 6.00pm 
Cadoxton Methodist Church 
Church Road 
Joanne 01446 404897 
Cowbridge - 6.00pm 
The Duke of Wellington, High Street 
Lina 01656 890708 
Penarth 5.00 & 7.00pm 
All Saints Church Hall, Victoria 
Square Linda 01446 761150 
THURSDAY 
Barry - 6.00pm 
Highlight Park Comm. Centre, Barry 
Annamarie 01446 736534 
Dinas Powys - 6.30pm 
The Cabin, by swimming pool 
Hebron Hall 
Lorraine 01446 407002 
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Maesteg Scouts are in 
need of financial help 


Council sets 
aside £35,000 
for pool work 


MAESTEG Scouts 
and cubs have had 
to move out of their 
hall in the Llynfi 
Valley because of 
safety problems 
with the building. 

The Third Maesteg 
Scout Group, which is 
based in the old Peniel 
Chapel in Bethania 
Street, has been running 
for 50 years and has 
gone from strength-to- 
strength in the past two 
years under new leader¬ 
ship. 

The group caters for 
children aged from eight 
to 14, with plans to open 
a Beaver colony for 
younger ones aged six to 
eight. 

However, problems at 
their building mean that 
£45,000 is needed to 
make it fit for purpose. 

They are seeking 
grants but there is an 
urgent short-term prob¬ 
lem, which is the 
removal of asbestos ceil¬ 
ing tiles in the main hall 
at a cost of £2,773. 

At the moment, the 


group does not have this 
money, although fund 
raising is underway. 
Until the tiles have been 
removed, no further 
work can be carried out 
at the hall. 

Maesteg Town 

Council heard that no 
council donations to the 
Scouts had been made 
for many years, and it 
was agreed to donate 
£500. 


A HEARING loop 
system for deaf peo¬ 
ple is to be installed 
in the council cham¬ 
ber at the Maesteg 
council offices. 

The request was made 
by Coun Bernard Bolger, 
who said he had a serious 
hearing problem himself. 

He said that deafness 
affects 40 per cent of 
people over the age of 50 
and 70 per cent of those 
over 70. 

Councillors heard that 
it was now a requirement 


Coun Phil Jenkins 
said he had spoken to 
many of the people run¬ 
ning this group. 

He said that they have 
to pay to have the 
asbestos disposed of 
commercially, and he 
said that the council 
should contribute. 

“This is a worthy 
organisation to support,” 
he added. 


under the Disabled Act to 
install this system. 

“There are nine mil¬ 
lion people in Britain 
who wear hearing aids,” 
he said. “I would like to 
move that we install a 
hearing loop system and 
that we obtain technical 
information from the 
Royal National Institute 
for the Deaf.” 

He said that it would 
cost upwards of £2,000 
to install the system. 

Members agreed in 
principle and referred it 
to the finance committee. 


MAESTEG Town 
Council has agreed 
a capital pro¬ 
gramme of £190,700 
for the new finan¬ 
cial year just start¬ 
ed. 

The largest single item 
in the programme is a 
donation of £35,000 
towards the cost of refur¬ 
bishing the swimming 
pool - with further simi¬ 
lar sums in the next two 
financial years. 

Other items in the list 
include £25,500 for 
Maesteg Town Hall; 
£31,000 for the 
Christmas street lighting; 
£25,100 for the provision 
of public toilets; £20,000 
on highway safety proj¬ 
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ects; £16,000 for ward 
improvements and 
£13,000 towards leisure 
facilities. 

There are also smaller 
sums allocated - £4,400 
for summer holiday 
play schemes; £4,000 for 
rights of way; £5,000 for 
bus shelters, seats and 
handrails; £6,000 for 
hanging baskets in the 
town centre and £5,000 
for environmental proj¬ 
ects with £800 on bulb 
panting. 

The rest of the coun¬ 
cil’s budget - a further 
£94,600 - will go on day 
to day running costs 
including wages to staff, 
office expenses and 
£25,000 for the cost of 
running the council 
offices. 

This gives the council 
a budget in total of 
£285,300. They have 
raised £269,33 of this 
from the precept, which 
is £50 at band D, with the 
rest coming from rent 
and other income. 


Deaf aids in chamber 


CLASH OF THE TITANS? - IT’S 
MORE TRASH OF THE TITANS! 


L OUIS 

LETERRIER 
has done an 
excellent job of 
building up his 
directorial profile 
in recent years. 

After coming under 
the tutelage of Luc 
Besson, Leterrier made 
his bow with Unleashed, 
swiftly followed by the 
daftly enjoyable 
Transporter 2. 

Having shown he 
knew his way around the 
action genre, Leterrier 
was handed The 
Incredible Hulk, and 
while his effort wasn’t 
an all-encompassing hit, 
he showed enough abili¬ 
ty to be tasked with 
bringing Clash of the 
Titans back to the big 
screen. 

The remake of the 
1981 original, noted for 
Ray Harryhausen’s stop- 
motion effects work, 
sees Perseus (Sam 
Worthington), a half¬ 
man, half-god, lose his 
family when Hades 
(Ralph Fiennes) kills 
them during a battle 
between men and gods. 

When the city of 
Argos is put under threat 
by Hades, sent by Zeus 
(Liam Neeson) to show 
man the power of the 
gods, Perseus decides to 
stop him, and with a 
small group (including 
Mads Mikkelsen, 

Gemma Arterton and 
Nicholas Hoult) sets out 
to stop Hades before he 
can unleash the 
Kraken... 

This review starts 
with a warning; there are 
two versions of Clash... 
showing at your local 
cinema, a 2-D version 
and a 3-D version. 

Under no circum¬ 
stances should you 
watch the latter, given 
the complete lack of 
anything remotely three- 
dimensional taking 


place. It seems to be 
merely a marketing gam¬ 
bit by the studio, as 
opposed to a genuine 
attempt to make a film 
with the benefits of new 
technology, and should 
be avoided, lest you 
want to watch a slightly 
fuzzy film with the occa¬ 
sionally weak moment 
of‘3-D’. 

Rant over, and now 
onto the real meat of the 
review - and sadly it’s 
not good news. For 
much like the 3-D, 

Clash of the Titans is a 
film similarly lacking in 
any real positives, and 
feels more like a cash-in 
of the original’s good¬ 
will than an attempt to 
make a film that bears 
any cinematic relevance 
today. Put bluntly, this 
Clash is absolute trash, 
and not overly enjoyable 
trash at that. 

It is churlish to com¬ 
pare and contrast with 
the original film, which, 
Harryhausen’s stop- 
motion aside, is an aver¬ 
age piece of work with 
the odd moment of style, 
but it seems Clash... 

2010 has taken the 
overblown nature of the 
story and assembled a 
film that is pointless, 
episodic and far too 
reliant on action 
sequences that are 
thrown in in lieu of cre¬ 
ating a storyline. 

Coming in at a run¬ 
ning time of 106 min¬ 
utes, the film makes an 
honourable attempt to 
maintain the pace and 
excitement by pretty 
much leaping from one 
action sequence to the 
next. 

Ah well and good if it 
intended to be a throw¬ 
away action film, but 
given the nature of the 
story trying to be told, it 
merely smacks of the 
scriptwriters failing to 
offer any substance to 
the story. Given the situa¬ 


tion Perseus finds him¬ 
self in, learning he is 
half-man, half-god, do 
we get to see any real 
emoting about what he 
has to do? 

Of course we don’t, 
instead he just mopes 
around stony-faced, 
telling everyone that he 
is all man and will do 
what he has to do with¬ 
out the assistance of the 
gods (though ironically 
having to use the help of 
the gods to overcome 
villainy!) 

It seems any conces¬ 
sion to make the story 
more developed and 
nuanced has been 
thrown out by the 
screenwriters, who num¬ 
ber three and seem to 
lack any idea of writing 
anything other than 
action sequence after 
action sequence. 

It’s little surprise that 
with a script like that, 
the performances fail to 
enliven proceedings. 

Sam Worthington, who 
after 

Terminator: Salvation 
and Avatar is quickly 
turning into the go-to 
guy for characters 
thrown into the deep 
end, fails to elicit any¬ 
thing resembling the 
intensity of the aforeme- 
tioned performances. 

Instead, his Perseus is 
lacking in charisma, and 
is little more than a foot¬ 
note as a character - as 
we learn little about him 
throughout the course of 
the film. 

While the likes of 
Mads Mikkelsen and 
Liam Cunningham do 
their best to make their 
swarthy soldiers a little 
more memorable than 
most of the other charac¬ 
ters, Gemma Arterton 
finds herself wasted as 
lo, a character seemingly 
only created to pass on 
handy hints and tips as 
the group make their 
way from scene to 


scene. The actress is 
more than capable of 
better, though is given 
little time to do any¬ 
thing, something that 
similarly applies to the 
casting of Liam Neeson 
and Ralph Fiennes. 

While the former 
looks like the cousin of 
Ron Burgundy with his 
outlandish facial hair, it 
seems he can coast by 
on gravitas alone, offer¬ 
ing little with his turn. 

Meanwhile, Fiennes 
takes time out of chew¬ 
ing the scenery on the 
Harry Potter franchise 
to have a nibble on the 
Clash... set in a largely 
forgettable role low on 
villainy but high on 
melodrama. 

That they can cast 
Danny Huston as 
Poseidon, only to restrict 
him to one line, shows 
that the filmmakers were 
more concerned with 
appearances than that 
they were hiring the 
right talent; no doubt the 
latter three actors will be 
chortling happily to 
themselves, having no 
doubt banked a tidy pay 
packet for (in Huston's 
case especially) nothing. 

Louis Leterrier’s love 
of the original was a big 
factor in him signing up 
for this remake, but he 
shows little flair or skill 
that marks him out as 
director of any real tal¬ 
ent. 

Certainly he shows he 
can handle the epic scale 
of the film, but the refer¬ 
ence points here are the 
likes of Lord of the 
Rings and Pirates of the 
Carribean, the film lack¬ 
ing a visual identity of 
its own. 

While he utilises the 
CGI effects well, with 
some of the beasts they 
encounter being well 
rendered, there is no real 
build to the various 
sequences, and Medusa, 
the Kraken et al, while 


SCREEN 

TALK 



by GARETH 
JAMIESON 


looking good, don’t 
quite carry the menace 
you would hope for, 
with the final sequence 
in particular feeling 
rushed and far too sim¬ 
plistic. 

While there are some 
moments that are clever¬ 
ly executed, the overall 
feel of Clash of the 
Titans is of a gigantic 
letdown. 

The performances are 
weak, the story rushed, 
and the film looks like a 
retread of other fantasy 
films without establish¬ 
ing its own personality. 

It all adds up to a 
poor experience, a film 
that fails to excite and, 
actually, bores a little - 
and the less said about 
the 3-D experience the 
better! 

VERDICT-A dull 
and weak remake of an 
average film. Clash of 
the Titans does no-one 
involved any good, and 
makes for a less than 
worthwhile viewing 
experience. 

The performances are 
lifeless and tread water 
while the story is rushed 
and lacking in depth. 

A bore in both 2-D 
and 3-D, Clash of the 
Titans is a film best left 
alone. 

Poor. 
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Out and About with The GEM 


May Ball at 
The Bear 


CO WBRIDGE 
Comprehensive 
School PTA has 
announced that the 
May Ball will take 
place on May 7 at 
7.30pm. 

The popular 


Join the bidding in our 
‘Money Can’t Buy 
Auction’ and take part in 
the party games - it all 
combines to make it a 
thoroughly unforgettable 
evening. 

Tables are in twelves 
annual so bring your friends 


black tie event will be along, or alternatively, 
held in The Bear Hotel. meet new friends by join- 

Tickets are £40 and ing a ‘pot luck’ table, 
include a sumptuous To avoid disappoint- 
three-course dinner with ment book your tickets 
dancing late into the early by calling Caroline 
night to the strains of on 01446 792320. 

‘ The Love Handles ’. CL 


ly Hafan winners 


THE following are 
winning numbers in 
the Ty Hafan 

Crackerjackpot lot¬ 
tery draw number 
612. 

• £2000: 817480. 

• The rollover, which 
now stands at £500, was 
not claimed this week. 

• £10: 341117: 

201444; 498952; 356327 
338210; 124360; 673780 
161566; 206353; 190866 
174930; 233115; 667330 
199755; 556366; 574222 
846612; 776124; 628332 
221935. 

• £5: 477862; 

648092; 472996; 732892; 
579799; 666246; 149931; 
753453; 662323; 448497; 


577786; 898734; 653567: 
641219; 703208; 396977; 
399060; 293592; 473195: 
259829; 358773; 350212: 
896846; 516544; 871353; 
721329; 527848; 246237; 
775354; 658386; 384215: 
402142; 457772; 137322: 
813260; 835689; 798941; 
141622; 232587; 786428; 
172190; 773816; 877782: 
327416; 164174; 375002: 
102382; 314263; 577520; 
694547; 439060; 275097; 
466280; 509033; 359720: 
391509; 839898; 285368: 
882793; 893366. 

The GEM cannot be held 
responsible for any errors 
or omissions contained in 
the above. 

For lottery information 
please call telephone 
02920 672062. 


Twentyfour04 
Acoustic Showcase 

The second in our series of acoustic music 
nights with Peter Cronin, Steve Collins, Grace 
Hartrey.The Beard Shop &The New Druids. 

Sat 24 April @ 7.30pm 

A Baroque Festival - 
The Welsh Sinfonia 
and Chorus. 

A concert of some favourite pieces from the 
Baroque era. Sunday 9 May @ 4pm 

CINEMA; 

Julie & Julia (pg) 

Meryl Streep, Amy Adams. 

Tues 13 April 7.30pm,Weds 14 April 1.30pm, 7.30pm 

t Bright Star (pg) 

\ Ben Whishaw,Abbie Cornish, Kerry Fox. 

\ Tues 27 April 7.30pm, 

^Weds 28 April 1.30pm, 7.30pm 

^Creation (pg) 

.Paul Bettany, Jennifer Connelly, 
^^oby Jones. 

Tues 4 May 7.30pm, 

_J/Veds 5 May 1.30pm, 
^ 7.30pm 


Near Llantwit Major, (Registered charity No 506146) 

Vale of Glamorgan www.slclonals.com 

Box Office 01446 799100 


Art over time 
at Barry station 
TTT' 



Artist Claire Davies begins 
painting her installation, watched by Barry 
Station cafe customer, Tony Cutlan. 


Travellers 
in Barry 


THE 
Gallery 
Station, Broad 
Street, is being 
‘Reclaimed by 
Nature’ in ‘An Art 
Installation Over 
Time’ painted 
directly onto the 
walls of the gallery 
by artist Claire 
Davies. 

Travellers and com¬ 
muters can watch the 
process unfold week by 
week. 

“This exciting project 


PACT 

meetings 

BUTTRILLS PACT, 

Philip John Community 
Room, Barry Library, 
April 8, at 6.30pm. 
YSTRADOWEN 
Coffee and Chat, White 
Lion Public House on 
April 6, at 11.30am. 

ST BRIDES MAJOR 
PACT, St Brides Church 
Hall on April 7, at 6pm. 
WENVOE Coffee and 
Chat, Beechtree Inn on 
April 8, at 11.30am. 
DINAS POWYS PACT, 
Bethesday Hall on April 
12, at 7pm. 

ST AUGUSTINES 
PACT, Windsor Public 
House on April 13, at 
7pm. 

CORNERSWELL 
PACT, Cogan Leisure 
Centre on April 13, at 
7pm. 

PLYMOUTH PACT, 

Paget Rooms on April 
14, at 7pm. 

If you have any issues 
that are affecting your 
quality of life, but are 
unable to attend a meet¬ 
ing, please contact your 
local Neighbourhood 
Policing team or you 
can log onto www.our- 
bobby.com 


^ Jane Hutt AM 

Labour Assembly Member for the Vale of Glamorgan 

If you would like to attend one of 
Jane’s surgeries in the Vale, please 
contact the constituency office at: 

115, High Street Barry, CF62 7DT 
Tel: 01446 740981 
Email: jane.hutt@wales.gov.uk 

Next surgery: Saturday April 17th 
at 115 High Street, Barry, CF62 7DT 
from 9.30 am to 11.30 am 

www.janehutt.co.uk 



i 


is the first installation we 
have had in the Travellers 
Gallery”, said Eve Hart, a 
member of the planning 
group which organises the 
exhibition programme. 

“Claire Davies has 
shown in the gallery 
before, but this is her first 
one-person exhibition 
here. We are sure it will 
be very popular.” 

The installation is open 
on Mondays to Lriday 
mornings, until May 31. 


Ty Hafan’s plea to ‘dress 
up or down for a pound’ 

TY HAFAN, the The life-limited chil- paying a pound so these Christmas tree and a 
family hospice for young people life-limited children, cracker! There is nothing 

vniino livp« ic Hafan in young people and their we wouldn’t do to raise a 

you g ves, s as - families continue to get smile.” 

mg local schools, 

and have fun while mak- the comfort, care and However you decide 
organisations and ing the most of every support they so desper- to dress on April 30, by 
groups to take part precious moment they ately need. donating just £1 to Ty 

in their ‘Dress Up fami- Hayley Mason, a Hafan you can help to 

or Down for a show member of the busy fam- keep on raising those 

or ijown lor ^ a support for them ily support team at Ty smiles and malang the 

Pound campaign ^nd join in the fun by Hafan, remembers the world of difference to 

on April 30. dressing up or down and many dressing up ses- the lives of those who 

sions which have taken use Ty Hafan’s services, 
place at the hospice. For more information 

“In the past ten years I on how you can take part 
have been a cowgirl, a in “Dress Up or Down 
fairy, a shepherd, a for a Pound” visit 
sheep, a medieval queen, www.dressupordown- 
an army cadet, a snow- forapound.co.uk or con- 
man, a pirate, a tact Gaynor on 029 2067 
Christmas present, a 2060. 


Valeways walk 

JOIN the head gardener of Dyffryn 
Gardens on Friday, May 14 for a special 
guided tour of the grounds as part of the 
Vale of Glamorgan Walking Festival. 

Learn more about the seasonal plants as well as 
the newly restored walled garden. 

There will also be the opportunity to find out 
more about the principles of Thomas Mawson’s 
design, the acclaimed landscape architect commis¬ 
sioned by the Cory Lamily in early 19th Century. 

Booking is essential. While this guided walk is 
free, discounted admission charges apply. 

Visit www.valeofglamorganwalkingfestival.org.uk 
for the full programme and online booking facility. 

Phone bookings and enquiries can also be made 
by calling Valeways on 01446 749000. 


South UUales 
Model & Craft 


taicii Centre. And Si Bnageni 

L' ^ 

1 Otb Pi: I 1 i h A.pTil :20 I O 
\\ itii llic assislaiuf »f !• M It (’ Wali-s 
Including Model Boat Display Pool 

Ailintssion £3 adiills £2 clilidren 




blSfodio 

981 fm 


981 fm 

BRO Radio and The Glamoi^an GEM 

working together to bring you the very latest local 
news from your new community station, BRO Radio. 
Got a news story for us? Then call us on 01446 420681 
or email: news@broradio.fm 
or contact the Glamorgan GEM on 01446 774484 


NATIONAL HUNT HORSE RACING 

Ystrad Taf Fechan 

POINT TO POINT 

at Uplands Farm, YSTRADOWEN, Cowbridge 
Saturday, 17th April - 1st Race 2.00 pm 
Enquiries: Call Rob ^07748 033229 
or Phii^ 07802 799131 

(Come and enjoy a family day out at the races) 


MAESTEG ANIMAL 
WELFARE SOCIETY 

Kittens, young 
and older cats- 
All needing a new family! 



All cats have 
been neutered and 


microchipped 
Tel: (01656) 721496 

All our work is funded by Charity Shops. We sell bric-a-brac, 
books, clothes and all items of furniture and we can collect. 

Tel: 01656 737827 or 01656 653456 
www.maesteganimalrescue.co.uk 

Anybody who wants clothes collecting, 
please contact the above telephone numbers 


★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 

I OCEAN LOUNGER 

PORTHKERRY 
I OPEN ^ J 

i THURSDAYS, FRIDAYS, SATURDAYS, ^ 
f SUNDAYS & BANK HOLIDAYS ^ 

J g^LIVE ENTERTAINMENT 

t Hill ^ 

t ^BjESninEEHiZaEIMIOjujjjB 

t iiinSTnngBBSTOiBl I ^ 

t 

t FOOD SERVED J 

i Great Value menu from only £4.99 J 

I Traditional Sunday Lunch J 

J served l2-3pm from only £6.95 j 

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 
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‘Town centres 
have waited 
too long’ - claim 





Nick Thomas and Dafydd Wigley. 


PLAID Cymru par¬ 
liamentary candi¬ 
date for Bridgend, 
Nick Thomas, invit¬ 
ed his party’s hon¬ 
orary president, 
Dafydd Wigley, to 
view the area of 
Porthcawl marked 
for redevelopment. 

“Plaid’s campaign 
‘Town Centre ^ our 
community’ is calling 
for action to reverse the 
trend over recent years 
that has seen local shops, 
banks, pubs and 
newsagents in town cen¬ 
tres close down while 
large scale retailers have 
moved to out-of-town 
developments,” Nick 
Thomas said. 

“All levels of govern¬ 
ment must ensure sus¬ 
tainable and healthy 
polices are in place and 
must work in partnership 
to ensure the future for 
our town centres. 

“Successive London 
governments, in failing 
to stand up to big busi¬ 
ness, have failed to pro¬ 
tect our local town centre 


economies.” 

He went on: “Our 
town centres in 
Porthcawl and Bridgend 
have waited too long for 
regeneration and, as an 
essential part of our com¬ 
munity deserve to be pro¬ 
tected as such. 

“For too long the 
power has lain in the 
hands of larger retailers, 
and of course many of 
these have now moved to 
out-of-town develop¬ 
ments. 

“The resulting decline 
of footfall in town cen¬ 


tres has left a vacuum 
and has had a domino 
effect in the closure of 
many local businesses.” 

Dafydd Wigley added: 
“Town centres have an 
invaluable role to play. 
Not only are they impor¬ 
tant in terms of attracting 
visitors, they are also 
play a vital social role. 

“Many of the most 
vulnerable people in our 
communities are unable 
to access the large out of 
town developments and 
rely heavily on smaller, 
local shops.” 


Easter egg hunt around 
Wildmill is great fun! 



Jessica Jones, Nayanna Rogers and winner Rhys Littlejohn. 


ON Saturday, April 
3, Wildmill Area 
Tenants & 
Residents 
Association 
(WATRA) held its 
Easter event, start¬ 
ing with an egg 
hunt around the 
estate with more 
than 60 children 
and young people 
taking part, despite 
the poor weather. 


There was an Easter 
bonnet competition 
where the winners were: 
1st - Rhys Littlejohn, 
aged five; 2nd - 
Nayanna Rogers, aged 
two; 3rd - Jessica Jones, 
aged nine. 

Scotty’s Circus pro¬ 
vided entertainment after 
the egg hunt, with stilt 
walking, plate spinning, 
juggling and magic 
tricks. 

Wildmill Youthworks 
ran an arts and crafts 
workshop making Easter 


cards and painting poly¬ 
styrene eggs. 

Hot dogs, burgers, 
popcorn, candy floss and 
refreshments were pro¬ 
vided by WATRA. 
Gaynor Hayes, Chair of 
WATRA would like to 
thank all the community 
for attending, 
Youthworks and 
Communities Eirst. 
Special thanks to Lewis 
Gibson and Callum 
Taylor-Moore for run¬ 
ning the candy floss 
stall. TE 


The GEM has joined forces with the Dog’s 
Trust to find caring new owners for ani¬ 
mals at its Bridgend Rehoming Centre 
_ (Telephone: 01656 725 219) 

CAN YOU GIVE HOLEY A HOME? 

THIS WEEK: HOLBY is a five-year-old 
Staffordshire Bull Terrier. 

A centre spokeswoman reports: “He is a fab boy, 
with a lovely nature. He is friendly with people, but 
he doesn’t get on with other dogs. 

“He needs a home with someone who has owned 
Staffs before. He needs to be the only dog in the 
home. He will need an active owner who can provide 
him with plenty of exercise.” 
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Honours even as 
Ath youngsters 
host Bryncoch 

BRIDGEND ATHLETIC 7 

BRYNCOCH 


WITH this being 
the Ath’s under-7s’ 
last home game 
before their tourna¬ 
ment, they had a 
visit from Bryncoch 
who only turned up 
with an under-8s 
side, and was it an 
excellent game. 

The Ath were first on 
the scoreboard with 
some fine running from 
Jordan Gittins. With the 
rain lashing down, the 
Ath were caught cold 
and let Bryncoch in for 
three easy tries. 

Just before the half¬ 
time whistle, Jordan 
Gittins broke free to 
score in the comer. At 
half-time, it was 3-2. 

After the break, the 
Ath came out full of 
mnning and were just 
prevented from scoring 
by an excellent 
Bryncoch defence. 
Bryncoch were first to 
score after a mistake 
from the Ath. 

The young Ath side 
were playing some 
superb rugby, passing 
the ball about and were 
finally rewarded with a 
fine try down the blind 
side from Olivia 
Thompson. 

Bryncoch came 
straight back and scored 
a fine try of their own. 

The Ath hit back with 
some excellent passing 
from Eynn Mordecai, 
leuan Pippin, and a 
well-timed switch by 
Thomas Lewis slipped 
the ball to Euan Rees, 
who outpaced the 
Bryncoch defence for a 
brilliant try. The Ath 
then scored a great try 
by Lloyd Anthony. 

But Bryncoch took a 
two-try lead with min¬ 
utes to go. 

In the dying seconds, 
the Ath got the ball wide 
to leuan Pippin who got 
a well-deserved try. 

Pinal score: Bridgend 


Ath 6 - Bryncoch 7. 

Man of the match 
went to Euan Rees for 
his all-round game play. 

RH 

On Easter Sunday, 
Bryncoch came to 
Newbridge Pields. 

The Ath under-8s 
started off well with 
some great defence to 
keep Bryncoch from 
scoring early on. 

It was the Ath who 
opened the scoring, with 
Iwan Hill squeezing 
over to score the first of 
the day. 

Bryncoch came 
straight back and scored 
a well-worked try, but 
that proved to be their 
only try of the half. 

The Ath piled on the 
pressure and three more 
tries came in the first 
half, with Isaac Watkins, 
Oliver Raynor and 
Bobby Bromley all get¬ 
ting on the score sheet. 

The second half saw 
another good display by 
the Ath. Morgan Bennett 
opened the scoring with 
a strong run before 
Oliver Raynor scored a 
good interception try 
from a loose pass by 
Bryncoch. 

The Ath defence was 
solid, but a good passing 
move by Bryncoch saw 
them break through the 
Ath defence for the sec¬ 
ond time to score anoth¬ 
er try. 

The Ath boys worked 
hard and played some 
super rugby. Two more 
tries followed in the last 
few minutes, with Jack 
Pitts racing over to 
score, followed by 
Oliver Raynor, whose 
good support play saw 
him take the ball at 
speed and score a really 
good try. 

Pinal score: Ath under- 
8s 8 - Bryncoch 2. 

Player of the match 
went to Oliver Raynor 
for a good solid display. 

AB 


Club’s invite to 
local sporting 
young people 


TO celebrate the 
end of a second suc¬ 
cessful year and the 
beginning of a third, 
Porthcawl Athletic 
Club is inviting 
local children to 
take advantage of 
the excellent facili¬ 
ties at Locks Lane, 
free of charge in the 
summer. 

Children between the 
ages of five and eight 
years will be able to take 
part in a number of activ¬ 
ities such as 5-a-side soc¬ 
cer, volleyball, netball, 
football, tennis and ‘foot¬ 
ball cricket’ for up to two 
hours per day. 

All children will be 
looked after by the club’s 
own supervisors, all of 
whom have been CRB 
checked and have under¬ 
gone or are undergoing 


leadership award training 
to SWPA standards. 

The emphasis here for 
children is fun and the 
activity. All children 
should arrive with sports 
attire and training shoes. 

There will be an 
opportunity to play on 
the new ‘all weather’ 
playing surface SCAN- 
SIS pitch which has 
recently been opened. 
Toilet facilities and soft 
drinks are provided at the 
cricket pavilion. 

All interested parties 
are asked to contact 
Kerry Marlow on 07900 
494386 or Pat Farrow on 
07825 092376, or visit 
the club website at 
www.porthcawlathletic. c 
o.uk 

Timetables will be 
posted once organisers 
have an idea of numbers 
involved. 


Novello’s music, 
table tennis and 
a seaman talks! 


The speaker at 
Coity WI’s 

February meeting 
was Mr Howard 
Mortimer, who pre¬ 
sented a delightful 
talk on Ivor 
Novello, illustrated 
with music and 
songs from the 
Novello repertoire. 

Show schedules for 
the Glamorgan Show 
2010 were distributed, 
and president Mary 
Poland announced the 
formation of a new 
luncheon club which will 
meet on the second 
Wednesday of the month. 

She also congratulated 
the darts team on their 
performance at the tour¬ 
nament held at Llanharry, 
where they won three out 
of their five games. 

We were happy to wel¬ 
come a visitor from 
another WI, Joan 
Woodcock of Guilsfield, 
near Welshpool (former¬ 
ly Joan Griffiths of 
Pencoed) who has been a 
WI member for more 
than 40 years, serving in 
the capacity of both pres¬ 
ident and secretary. 

In March, two mem¬ 
bers attended the 
International Women’s 
Day at Nolton Church, 


I COITY wr~| 

where they debated the 
role of women in public 
and political life. 

The table tennis taster 
day held at Coity 
Community Centre was 
so successful that it is 
hoped another session 
can be arranged. Thanks 
were extended to Mary 
Poland who co-ordinated 
the event with the U3A. 

The link meeting took 
the form of a pamper 
evening, held at 
Coy church, where the 
colour co-ordination ses¬ 
sion was particularly 
popular. 

A visit to Denman 
College, together with 
friends from Pencoed 
WI, made a very reward¬ 
ing day out. Denman is a 
residential college near 
Oxford where members 
of the WI can take short 
courses in a wide variety 
of subjects. 


The tour of the facili¬ 
ties took in the Georgian 
house with its fine recep¬ 
tion area and dining hall, 
the purpose-built teach¬ 
ing centre (used recently 
on BBC's Masterchef) 
and the residential 
accommodation where 
we were able to see the 
room which was fur¬ 
nished by the Glamorgan 
Eederation. 

The March meeting 
was chaired by vice-pres¬ 
ident Ann Mutton. The 
speaker was Mr A Evans 
who entertained with 
anecdotes of his experi¬ 
ence as a young seaman 
during WWll. 

The speaker for the 
next meeting, which is on 
April 28, will be Mrs 
Wendy Collie, who is an 
underwear specialist. 

New members and vis¬ 
itors will be welcome; 
meet at Coity Church 
Hall at 7.30pm. 


Tabernacl choir 

THE Tabernacl Music Society choir prac¬ 
tice takes place at Tabernacl Chapel, 
Derwen Road, Bridgend, on Tuesdays 7- 
8.45pni. 

Mixed voice; repertoire of classical and lighter 
music, social events. New members are welcome. 
Please telephone the secretary (01656 654899). 


Choir gets smarter with 
Co-op uniform donation 


A donation of £1,800 from the 
Co-operative is helping a new 
choir to smarten up their 
image. 

Bois Goetre-Hen a’r Cylch was set 
up in August 2009 and has 20 members 
who perform at festivals and social 
events. 

“As a relatively new group, the 
choir wants to appear more profession¬ 
al and will use the money to buy uni¬ 
forms”, said secretary Richard 
Howells. 

“The choir is made up of men from 
all walks of life and we always wel¬ 
come new members. A new uniform 
would give us a sense of identity, not to 


mention a smart and elegant appear¬ 
ance, which is preferable when singing 
in festivals. We would like to say a big 
thanks to The Co-operative for sup¬ 
porting us.” 

The donation came from The Co¬ 
operative’s Community Eund, part of a 
share of profits scheme, which offers 
customer-members cash back on their 
trade with the group’s businesses. 

Members can choose to keep the 
cash or donate all or part of their share 
to local good causes. Last year. The 
Co-operative paid out £41 million to 
members and £1 million to local com¬ 
munity groups. 


Tondu under-10s struggle 
against near neighbours 


TONDU under-lOs 
played Bryncethin 
first with Treorchy 
kindly providing the 
referee. 

The Tondu youngsters 
played their socks off 
during this game, with 
some excellent phases of 
play. Callum Booton dis¬ 
tinguished himself in dis¬ 
patches. 

However, despite their 
efforts, Bryncethin got 
the first try and convert¬ 
ed. Tondu came back to 
draw level through a try 
by Garryn Thomas and a 
conversion by Ben 
Merchant and the half 
finished level. 

The second half saw 
Tondu in the ascendancy 
and Garryn Thomas got 
his second try of the 
game, but the extras were 
not forthcoming. 

Bryncethin came back 
and got their second try 
and nosed ahead with a 
conversion. 


Tondu did cross again 
as Ben Merchant went 
down the touch line and 
dived for the corner. 
However, this sterling 
effort was disallowed as 
the flag was knocked 
over. Before or after the 
ball was grounded, only a 
TV match official could 
have told! 

Bryncethin had the 
last say with an uncon¬ 
verted try before the end 
of the game. 

Second half: Tondu 
12 Bryncethin 19. 

Tondu played their 
other visitors, Treorchy, 
next and found them¬ 
selves playing against a 
much more aggressive, 
faster and physical team, 
not made any easier hav¬ 
ing Shannon Price side¬ 
lined with a twisted ankle 
late in the first match. 

The first half saw 
Treorchy score four 
unanswered tries, all with 
successful conversions. 

The second half pro¬ 


vided some respite. 
Although Treorchy got 
the first score, Tondu 
were soon on the score- 
board through Taylor 
Lloyd. 

Unfortunately, this 
was Tondu’s last success 
and they conceded a fur¬ 
ther two tries before the 
end of the game against 
the stronger Treorchy 
team. 

Final score: Tondu 7 
Treorchy 47. 

Tondu star of the 
match was awarded to 
Garryn Thomas. 

Tondu squad: Ben 
Merchant, Megan 

Flaherty, Shannon Price, 
Josh Davies, Garryn 
Thomas, Callum Booton, 
loan Thomas, Taylor 
Lloyd, Morgan David, 
Jordan Morgan, Ryan 
Kershaw, Jack Llewellyn, 
Morgan-Owen Evans, 
Jamie Richards and Josh 
Evans. 

JK 
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Two weekend rugby 
victories for the 
Pencoed under-12s 


PENCOED under- 
12s enjoyed a suc¬ 
cessful weekend of 
rugby, welcoming 
touring side 

Kettering RFC on 
Saturday, and mak¬ 
ing the short trip to 
Bridgend Sports on 
Sunday. 

On Saturday they 
inflicted the first defeat 


Quagmire can’t 
stop Porthcawl 
RFC under-10s 


PORTHCAWL 
under-lOs had just 
arrived when a 
downpour instantly 
turned the Taibach 
pit into a quagmire. 

Unfortunately for the 
home side, the gloom 
didn’t end there as 
Porthcawl systematically 
dismantled the Amber 
and Blacks. First up was 
Dan Williams, finishing 
off a team try worthy of 
any rugby side. Next was 
Joe Stradling, touching 
down after some fine ball 
retention from forwards 
Max Budding, Louis 
Protheroe and Lloyd 
Mortimer. Ben Roach 
followed this up with a 
fine try and Ethan Waters 
claimed Porthcawl’s 
fourth to make the half¬ 
time score 24-0. 

Ben Collins started the 
second half with a bang 
and crossed for a well- 
deserved try after some 
fine clearing out at the 
ruck by the Seaweeds’ 


on tour for Kettering, formance with five unan- 
running out 42-0 win- swered tries, 
ners, but the scoreline Morgan Burgess 

didn’t reflect the game as grabbed his first hat-trick 
die visitors turned out to in Pencoed colours with 
be a tough nut to crack ^^ores coming 

Tries from Luke j ^e ; g j p) 
Bevan and Morgan ^ 

Burgess, one converted andChns prr. 

by Bevan, gave the hosts Jacob Lloyd converted 
a slender 12-0 lead at the two to give the hosts a 
break but the second half hard-fought victory, 
saw Pencoed put in a Morgan Burgess 

very good all-round per- picked up the man of the 
match award, as there 
seemed to be two of him, 
one in the back row and 
one on the wing! 

Sunday’s game against 
the Sports was a tough 
game as expected. 
Pencoed crossed for the 
first try through James 
Thomas but the Sports 
replied with an intercep¬ 
tion score to take an early 
5-7 lead. 

With the wind and rain 
driving into them, 
Pencoed ran in a well- 
deserved try from Aaron 
Leyshon to take a 7-10 
lead into half-time. 

The Pencoed forwards 
went on to dominate the 
second half and, with the 
aid of the wind now at 
their backs, the visitors 
again displayed another 
great team effort with 
three unanswered tries 
from Lewis Butler, Dan 
Watkins and Jacob Lloyd 
giving a score of 7-25. 

James Thomas and 
Kieran Parrish both 
shared the man of the 
match award as the 
coaches couldn’t choose 
between them! SB 


pack. 

Dan completed his 
brace shortly afterwards 
and Brandon Cooper 
claimed Porthcawl’s sev¬ 
enth after a strong run. 
Meuryn Nelson, on for 
the second half, didn’t 
take long to put down his 
marker with a poacher’s 
try in the corner. Five 
conversions from 

Brandon completed a 
very successful day at the 
office. 

Porthcawl seem to be 
getting better every 
week, which is just as 
well with three tourna¬ 
ments to be played over 
the next month. 

Final score: Taibach 
0 Porthcawl 50. 

Man of the match was 
Ethan Waters. 

Rest of Porthcawl 
squad: Connor Grant, 
Harry Evans, Callum 
Morgan, Kurtis 

Pridmore, Connor 

Harrington-Pittam. 

IB 


Good away win 
for Pencoed 
RFC under-9s 


PENCOED under- 
9s visited Maesteg 
Welsh on Sunday 
and put an excel¬ 
lent performance 
together to come 
away easy winners. 

This was more like 
the talented side of earli¬ 
er in the season when 
total commitment was 
on display from the 
whistle. Ben Humphries, 
Gael Chamberlain, 

Mikey Bosley, Owain 
John and Thomas 
Bending controlled the 
rucks. 

The forwards created 
a platform for flyers like 
Tyron Harding and 
Jonathon Carr to exploit 
the gaps but it was Gael 
Chamberlain who 
opened the scoring, spin¬ 
ning out of a rolling 
maul. Maesteg went 
over to level the score 
but that was as close as 
they got as most of the 
play was in their half for 
the rest of the game. 

Jon Carr made a ter¬ 
rific break to score 
Pencoed’s second. 

Mikey Bosley put in a 
great all round game and 
scored with a breakaway 


run. Jonathon Carr ran in 
the fourth just before 
half time. 

The second half start¬ 
ed as the first finished, 
with the forwards win¬ 
ning the ball at most 
breakdowns. Gael 
Chamberlain made it 
Pencoed’s fifth and his 
second. 

More of the same 
continued, and Owain 
John narrowly missed a 
try, just knocking it on 
before the touchdown. 

Sam Costelow hit the 
gaps and with support 
from Rhys Bending and 
Jack Rowlands, 

Jonathon Carr completed 
his hat trick. 

Thomas Bending 
drove over for the last 
try, before the whistle 
ending a dominant per¬ 
formance for the visi¬ 
tors. Man of the match 
was Thomas Bending. 

Final score: Pencoed 
7 - Maesteg Welsh 1. 

Team: Mickey Bosley, 
Tyron Harding, Cael 
Chamberlain, Owain 
John, Jack Morgan, Sam 
Costelow, Rhys Bending, 
Tomas Bending, 

Jonathon Carr, Ben 
Humphries. 


A triple hat 
trick for the 
Tondu flyers 


A BRIGHT and 
breezy Sunday 
morning brought an 
enthusiastic 
Cwmavon team to 
Pandy Park to play 
Tondu under-9s. 


play to complete his 
hat-trick. 

Dingle’s excellent 
tackling was mirrored 
by Morgan Strong, who 
scored another before 
Nathan Harris crossed 
Daniel Mayne led the aftg, j^noj^er good run. 
Side with a committed . jat 

display of mauling and ^ A committed Morgan 
rucking from the outset. Strong opened the third 
Tondu were into their quarter for Tondu, but 
stride immediately, and the scoreline didn’t 
quick turnover ball was reflect the tenacity of 
key to Morgan Strong Cwmavon, who recy- 
opening the scoring . , „ . 

after a fine charge for 

the line. runners into open 

Quick rucking was space. Weak tackling 
again the telling factor from Tondu allowed the 
that provided space for visitors to teach a les- 
Callum Vause and then home side, as 

Luke Dingle to score m ^ , 

quick succession. *ey ran m four good 

Cwmavon were by tries m succession, 
no means deterred by Tondu rallied well 
the Tondu scores and however, and through 
fought back for a better tackling and sup- 
de^rved try. j created tries 

Tondu started the r- u at c. 
second period with their f” 
best spell of the game, Nathan Harris to 
as good handling and complete their respec- 
awareness of space pro- tive hat-tricks, 
vided Nathan Harris So, it was a hat-trick 
with the opportunity to hat-tricks for Tondu, 
run m a trademark long¬ 


distance try. 


but two good team per- 


Croissants 
hit six goals! 



Cwmavon responded formances laid the 
with some good run- foundations for a spirit- 
ning of their own for ed display of running 
another try, but the rest rugby, 
of the half was Tondu’s, Yinal score: Tondu 
with Luke Dingle jj Cwmavon 6. 
showing speed and _ , . . 

determination, together 

with excellent support Oates, Callum Vause, 
Luke Brett, Daniel 
Mayne, Jacob Thomas, 
Luke Dingle, Cameron 
Keegans, Morgan 
Strong, Ceiran 

Edwards, Edward 
Dunlop, Nathan Harris. 

JM 


Croissants have moved up to third. 
CROISSANTS had 
the ‘Grand Old 
Duke Of York’ help¬ 
ing them to an 
impressive 6-1 vic¬ 
tory against The Pie 
Boys, with Dan 
York making sure 
they sit third in the 
Bridgend six-a-side 
football league. 


CALLING ALL 
OFFICIALS! 

The GEM 
welcomes your 
match reports, and 
other club items of 
interest. Email them 
to: ggem@internet- 
today.co.uk 


B Attack stay top after 
their 3-0, Richard Lewis- 
inspired win over 
Dunraven, while Racing 
Inter remain deep in mid¬ 
table after losing 2-0 to 
Hangover Heroes. 

Athletico Brakla’s 4-0 
hammering of Laleston 
Lions created the head¬ 
lines in division one, but 
The Colts are yet to drop 
a point and sneaked 
home 2-1 against Hardly. 

Team Extreme are yet 
to get off the mark for the 
campaign, as Justin 
Delbridge proved the dif¬ 
ference for Young Exiles 
in a 1-0 victory. 

Anyone who wants to 
join the 6-a-side football 
league in Bridgend can 
ring 0845 230 2340 or 
visit www.leisure- 

leagues.net. 


Bridgend Athletic 
youngsters stage 
a big comeback 

LAST Sunday was went to Cai Robinson for half-time. 

the Ath’s last fixture determination and The Ath backs put in 


for this season but 
there are three tour¬ 
naments for the Ath 
youngsters to look 
forward too. 
YELLOWS 

The latest fixture was 


much improved defen¬ 
sive work. 

GREENS 

In the second game, 
the Ath Greens took on 


some great runs, cutting 
Bryncoch’s back line, 
then spreading the ball 
wide to their wingers, 
Kasari Mehta who 


Bryncoch’s elite. The crossed for the next try, 
Ath Greens were ready and Sam Vesey who also 
and itching to go, as were scored a brace of tries, 
at home against Bryncoch after their win Then, with the final 
Bryncoch RFC, and first in the first game. whistle approaching, the 

up were the Ath Yellows. Thomas Anthony, with players worked hard 
Both sides started off a fine try, put some defence and managed 
rea ly well, passing the doubts in the minds of to keep a clean sheet, 
ball through hand and fte Bryncoch outfit. .^^re: Ath 9, 

tackling well. Then Ffion Revil and Teo n 

It was Bryncoch who Fillis scored the Ath’s 
took the advantage of next two tries. , ^ ^nni, u 

this good play by taking By now, Bryncoch did 
a 2-0 lead at half-time. not know what had hit 

The Ath Yellows were them; the Ath players Anthony, Teo Fillis, 
playing really good were playing an out- 

rugby and were defend- standing game of rugby. Marshall, Daniel 

ing to a much improved ^ darting run, O,Sullivan, Kasari 

standard, but they could rnnnnr Fahian tniirhpH Mehta and Sam Veasey. 
not break Bryncoch’s <^ 0 ^^ for Ath’s next try Player of the match 
line. They came close on finish the half off, went to all 10 players! 

a number of occasions. Fillis and Thomas The coaches thought they 

Bryncoch had the Anthony both touched worked as a unit and 
upper hand and scored a ^^own for their second looked like a well 
mrther four tries. In the drilled/organised team, 

later stages of the second OBB 

hall, Megan Webb had to 
leave the field and in her 
place, Sam Veasey took 
to the field. 

With the final whistle 
looming, it was the Ath 
who were to have the last 
say, with a well worked 
try - Sam raced into the 
comer. 

The final score did not 
reflect the game at all, 
both sides played really 
well, and either side 
could have won but the 
try count and victory 
went to Bryncoch. 

Final score: Ath 1 
Bryncoch 6. 

Squad: Louis King, 

Brandyn Fooks, Morgan 
Evans, James Hermolle, 

Taine Waite, Daffydd 
Beach, Chris Hart, Cai 
Robinson, Megan, Webb 
and William Goodall. 

Player of the match 


Tondu under-9s 
double victory 

AFTER a number le hard against a 
of weeks of disrupt- Bryncethin resurgence 
but the pace of the Tondu 
ed _ playing and provided 

training opportuni- callum Vause with 
ties, Tondu under-9s another deserved long 
were faced with two range try. 
teams eager to make Final score: Tondu 4 - 
their mark on Bryncethin 1. 

„ j „ , James Murray cap- 

PandyPark. tained the Tondu side 

Jacob Thomas proudly against a skillful 
led the under-9s in the Xreorchy side 
local derby against a Qpgjj game 

Bryncethin team who ^hich suited the home 
were impressive from the ^ido. Callum Vause 
outset. Tondu soaked up bagged a brace of tries to 
some intensive attacking open the scoring, 
forward play, but the Cameron Keegans scored 
overwhelming a try as reward for his 
Bryncethin mck provid- excellent tackling, 
ed the first try for the vis- Luke Dingle scored 
itors. the Tondu fourth on the 

Tondu soon realised counter-attack, but 
the scale of the task in Treorchy were not done, 
hand and fought back it was testament to Tondu 
with clever handling and that they defended then- 
quick recycling to pro- line when the game was 
vide Callum Vause the won. 
opportunity to outpace Tondu players kept up 
the opposition for the the pressure to the end, 
Tondu reply. and Morgan Strong 

Luke Dingle and Ellis deservedly scored to 
Matthews both crossed crown a committed team 
for suitable reward for performance, 
both team and individual Final score: Tondu 5 - 
effort. Treorchy 0. 

Tondu needed to tack- JEFF MURRAY 


Pencoed under- 
12s reach final 


PENCOED were 
hosts to Bettws in 
the semi- final of the 
cup. 

Pencoed started well 
with a deflected shot 
from Jacob Lloyd which 
opened the scoring. 
Pencoed’s passing was 
phenomenal, with one 
touch football from 
defence right through to 
the strikers. 

Jacob Lloyd scored 
again with a lovely long 
range shot and Jordan 
Burrows scored soon 
after. 

With a 3-0 lead, 
Pencoed kept the pres¬ 
sure on Bettws and 
Jordan Burrows soon got 
his second. Next on the 
scoresheet was Lewis 
Butler with a well taken 
goal that started from 
deep in defence. 

Pencoed were on top 
form and Lewis Butler 


got his second goal giv¬ 
ing Pencoed a 6-0 lead. 
Pencoed’s football was 
applauded by the specta¬ 
tors and Lewis Butler 
completed his hat-trick 
with another well-taken 
goal. 

Mason Roach was 
next, and Jordan Burrows 
hit a fine shot for his hat- 
trick. Pencoed couldn’t 
put a foot a foot wrong 
and Mason scored his 
second, for a 10-0 lead at 
half-time. 

After the interval, 
there were further goals 
for Jordan Burrows, and 
two for Kieran Heath - 
one a long-range shot 
and one a tap-in. 

Bettws did get a goal 
in the last minute of the 
game. The final score 
was 13-1. 

Pencoed will now play 
Pen-y-fai in the final. 

CG 


International 
football fixture 
at Bryntirion 

BRYNTIRION is to gone significant develop- 
host an internation- ment since receiving 
al football match £31,000 m grant aid m 
whpTi thp Walps’ the last three years to 
boys under-16 improve facilities, 
squad take on 


Switzerland 
Belgium at 
next month 
tournament 


and 
home 
in a 
to be 


run over three con¬ 
secutive days. 


The club received 
£14,000 in 2008 to build 
perimeter pitch hard 
standing and fencing to 
enclose the ground, fol¬ 
lowed by a perimeter 
pitch barrier in 2009. 
This year Bryntirion EC 


The first of the three received £3,700 for new 
matches, between Wales home and away dug-outs, 
and Switzerland, will Llanelli FC will host 
take place on Tuesday, j^e second match 

Ap^ 20 “it Byntmon ^tween Belgium and 

Park, Bndgend, home of „ 

Welsh LeSgue Divison 

One team Bryntirion FC. Wednesday, April 21, 
Thanks to funding 'vi* Wales facing 
from the Welsh Grounds Belgium at Newport 
Improvement scheme. Stadium the following 
the ground has under- day. 
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Adult Services 
Gwasanaethau Oedolion 

Night Care Attendant # * 

Scale 1, SCP 8 - £6.83 per hour (plus night enhancement) 
and enhanced rates for weekends and bank holidays 
Ref: V/CC/PY692 

10pm - Sam night shift, 20 hours per week 
(2 night shifts per week) 

For further information and an application form contact 
the Council by visiting www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk or 
telephone Contact OneVale on 01446 700111 between 
8am-6pm. 

Closing date: 22 April 2010. 

Subject to # Job Evaluation and * CRB Disclosure. 


www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk 


The Vale of Glamorgan Council is an equal opportunities employer. 
Mae Cyngor Bro Morgannwg yn gyflogwr cyfle cyfartal. 



Barbara PRICE 

Anne, Peter and their families would like 
to thank all Barbara’s family and friends 
for their support and kindness over the 
past weeks and for attending the services 
of celebration of Barbara’s life 
on 23rd March. 


Brian WELCH 

Died peacefully on March 31, 2010. 
Brian, beloved husband of Anne, and a 
much-loved father and grandfather. 
Funeral service in St Tathan Church on 
Monday April 12, 2010 at 2pm. Family flowers 
only, but donations may be made by cheque to 
the Alzheimers Disease Society c/o WA Brown 
& Son, College St, Llantwit Major. 




DAVIES 

John Stephen (1921-2010) 

John passed peacefully away in the early 
hours of Tnursday March 18, 2010. 

He is survived by his loving wife Barbara 
and his ‘4 boys’, Stephen, Roderic, David, 
Nigel and their families. 

Born in 1921, JS was one of life’s givers. 
He gave his all to his family and friends, 
and also in his exploits on the rugby field 
and in support of Penarth RFC in their 
‘glory’ days, and latterly with Cowbridge. 
As a representative for Spillers/Dalgety for 
over 30 years, he was devoted to his many 
farming customers. In his retirement he 
enjoyed farming at Arfryn and then a return 
to his ‘roots’ in Ceredigion. 

Most recently, he suffered increasingly from 
dementia, which he bore like a Trojan. 

He was supported tirelessly by Barbara, who 
was with him to the end. He was kind and 
selfless and will be greatly missed. 
Funeral strictly private. Family only. 

No flowers. 


PATCHETT, Anne 

Peacefully on March 28th at Llandough Hospital, 
Anne of St Mary Church, beloved wife of the late 
Clarence. Resting at the Private Funeral Home 
of W James & Sons, Fonmon. 

Funeral Wednesday, April l4th, service 2pm at 
St Mary Parish Church, Nr Cowbridge, followed 
by cremation at Coychurch Crematorium, 
Bridgend at 3.15pm. Family flowers only may 
be sent to the Funeral Home. Donations in lieu 
if desired, to Royal British Legion, c/o J James, 

11 Fonmon Road, Rhoose, CF62 3DZ. 



LICENSING ACT 2003 

CHERYL DAY has applied for 
the variation of a premises 
licence pursuant to Sections 34/37 
of the Licensing Act 2003 for the 
following licensing activities at 
Cafe Des Amis, 4 Washington 
Buildings, Stanwell Road, 

Penarth, Vale of Glamorgan 
CF64 2AD. 

The application is to vary the 
premises licence to provide live 
music, recorded music, perform¬ 
ance of dance, dancing, each day 
of the week from 1100 hrs to 
0030 hrs; and the sale by retail of 
alcohol every day of the week 
from llOOhrs to 0030 hrs. 

The application can be inspected 
at the Vale of Glamorgan Council 
Licensing Section, Civic Offices, 
Holton Road, Barry CF63 4RU. 
Any interested party/responsible 
authority may make representa¬ 
tions to the relevant Licensing 
Authority by May 1, 2010. 

Any representation shall be made 
in writing. 

It is an offence knowingly or 
recklessly to make a false 
statement in connection with this 
application, the maximum fine for 
which a person is liable on 
summary conviction being £5,000. 



LptSb^r 

jrfQUIRED 

J0entral BariV 

Professionals only, r 
Short term considered 

£80 per week 

(incl. bills except phone) 

Tel: 01446 4I24I9 
07774 84II6I 


T0Tai 

3 Bedroom \ 
House, 
BARRY 

C/H, D/G, new kitchen, 
new bathroom, new carpets. 

Bond £500 - £150pw 

Tel: 01446 743706 


Small Starter 
Units For Rent 

Barry area. 
Three available. 

Tel: 01446 721168 
or 07813134123 

Reasonable rates 


Thank you for saying you saw it in The GEM 



Thursday, April 8th, 2010 




Hannah 

Simmons 

GOTCHA! 

Happy 

18th Birthday 

Sunday 11th April 
Lots of love, Mum. 
XXX 




^^^ScrapMeiw 

WE BUY: 

• COPPER • CARS 

• BRASS • VANS 

• LEAD • LORRIES 

• STAINLESS • ALL SCRAP 

• ALUMINIUM METAL 

• WIRE & CABLE Etc. 

Cash Paid £££££ 

Up to £3.90 per kilo given for Copper 
TURN YOUR OLD METAL INTO CASH 

CALL: 01446 701707 


All MoT Failures 
and No Tax 
£75 to £1,000 

Collect (any distance). 

02920 598762 
07816 172933 


BEST CASH 
PRICES given for 
ALL METALS 
SCRAP 
VEHICLES 

FRA^R METALS, BARRY 

01446 732222 
07895 467000 


SUTTONS 

Auto Salvage 

Up to £150 paid on 
collection, for scrap, MOT 
failures, and tax expired 
vehicles. Also body shells 
and scrap metals collected. 
No wheels, no problem. 

Tel: 029 2059 7887 
07971 648596 



GOLD WANTED 
(also Silver) 
FOR CASH 
& Old Watches 

Send to: 

Dragon’s Treasure House 
PO BOX 81, Llantwit Major, 
Vale of Glamorgan 
CF719BR 

01446 796100 or call in at 
Gift Gallery, Commercial St, 
Llantwit Major, 01446 
795454. 


ANDREW WILLIAMS 

HOUSE 

CLEARANCES 

FULL/PART 

Over 20 years experience. 
Sympathetic handling 
of deceased estates, 
used by estate agents 
and solicitors. 

01446 409266 
07885 251742 




CASH ■’P'GOLD 

£6.75 per gram - 9 carat 
£13.50 per gram-18 carat 

Trade Approved Scales 
Police checked buyer 


Sell your gold in the 
privacy of your own home 


01446 Z1924Z 


LOST 


ELECTRONIC 

ORGANISER 

Credit card size in black 
rubber case.Coldbrook/ 
Cadoxton area. 

Any information call 
01446 738966 


03 Plate 

Ford Ka 

New MOT, very good 
condition, low mileage. 

£1,950 ono 
07971 185146 


NEW LOW PRICE 
51 Rover 25 1.4 
3-dr Hatchback 

Green. 4 previous owners, 

113,000 miles, MoT 22/03/10, 
lovely car with high motorway 
miles. Scratch to passenger 
door, new tyres 2,000 miles ago. 
£600 


07940 934508 


2004 

Vauxhall Meriva 

5-Dr 1.61 Design 

Silver, 44,000 miles, 12 
months MOT, 6 months tax. 
Excellent condition. 

£3,000 

07855 061984 , 


W Reg V5 

Seat Toledo 

Excellent condition, MOT & 
Tax July 2010. New tyres, 
cruise, climate, half leather, 
towbar, 89k miles. 

£1,450 ono 
07753 761602 

13] 


RARE OPPORTUNITY! 

1992 K Reg 
Honda VFR400 
Motorbike 

Red/White OKI colours, 
23,000 miles, excellent con¬ 
dition. Also paddock stand 
and paniers. 

£2,000 ono 
07830 530731 „ 


YReg 
Ford Fiesta 

1.2 Freestyle 

3 Door, new MOT. 

£1,950 

07974 416291 


TReg 

Ford Transit 

LWB Tipper 

88,000 miles, new tyres all 
round, MOT, Tax Aug 10. 

£1,500 ono 
01446 795220 
07973 920205 . 


52 Plate 

Mercedes Benz 
Sprinter 311 CDi 
Highroof MWB 

Pale blue, 87,000 miles, 
MOT May 2010, Tax May 2010, 
runs very well. 

£3,000 ono 
01446 792336 „ 





Congratulations to 

Jack & Peggy 
Codman 

of Sully, on their Diamond 
Wedding on April 8, 2010. 
60 years together and 
still enjoying life. 

It is just wonderful! 
Lots of love, 

Janet & Stuart. 



irnlnmMrtmm 

BIEIM 

SUPERB READER HOLIDAY OFFER 


BUCKINGHAM PALACE 
& CLARENCE HOUSE 

V isit Buckingham 
Palace in 2010, 
witness the magnificent 
State Rooms and a 
special exhibition of The 
Queen’s Year Exhibition 
plus the opportunity to 
visit the exquisite 
Clarence House. 

Includes • Return coach 
travel • One night’s bed 
and continental breakfast 
accommodation at the 
three-star Days Hotel, 
Waterloo • Admission to 
Buckingham Palace, 
including The Queen’s Year 
exhibition • A guided tour 
of Clarence House (not 
available in September) • A Royal London sightseeing tour 
• Visit to Royal Windsor • The services of a Tour Manager 

From £ 109.45 

Departs 28 August & 12 September 2010 



FOR FURTHER INFO, TO BOOK BY CREDIT 
CARD OR REQUEST A BROCHURE CALL: 

i 0845 226 7766 S) 

Quoting Advert Code GLG (calls charged at local rate) 
Request a brochure online at: 

www.newmarketbrochures.co.uk/glg 

Or book online at 

www.newmarket.travel/glg11438 

NEWMARKET PROMOTIONS LTD. ABTA V787X 


Range Rover 
4.4 HSE Petrol 

March 06 

New 12 months tax, new MoT, 
34,000 miles, pale green metal¬ 
lic, grey leather, lady owner, very 
good condition. 

£24 995 

01656 8^617 or 
07969 066981 15 


N Reg 

VW Golf 
2.8 VR6 


5 Door, 98 Spec., Dragon 
Green metallic, high mileage 
but excellent condition, long 
MOT, viewing recommended. 
May take part exchange, or 

£1,375 ovno 
07884 431858 15 


1998 R Reg 

Rover 618i 


1.9 Saloon 


New MOT, til March 2011, 
excellent condition. 

£650 ono 
07796 848851 
01446 775464 , 


Deadline for 
Motor Cars is 12 
noon on Tuesday 



up to 4 weeks for 50p a 
word plus VAT. To take 
advantage of this offer 
simply either send in 
your description along 
with a cheque for the 
appropriate amount 
made payable to “The 
Glamorgan Gem” at The 
Gem, Graig House, 53 
Eastgate, Cowbridge 
CF71 7EL or telephone 
us with your wording by 
12 noon Tuesday. All 
major credit cards 
accepted. Tel 01446 
774484. Advert must 
contain a residential 
land line telephone 
number. You may alter 
your advert as items are 
sold. Sorry no refunds 
are given. 

2 RECLINER CHAIRS 

Electric, very good con¬ 
dition, beige colour. 
£350 for two ono. Tel: 
01656 658107 (14) 
SANYO Digital stereo 
sound system. Small, 
black, excellent condi¬ 
tion £60. Tel: 01446 
410170. (13) 

DIMPLEX CHESFORD 
Optim-Mist electric fire, 
almost new. Retails at 
£450 plus - will sell for 
£200. Change over to 
gas forces sale. Tel: 
01446 730806. (13) 
ROCKING CHAIR £60. 
Mobile massage bed 
£50. Both excellent con¬ 
dition. Tel: 01446 

781395. (12) 

BATH LIFT Aquatec, 
easy to use, electrically 
operated, fits normal 
bath, £99 ono. Tel: 
01446 773135. (12) 
IKEA COMPUTER 
CABINNET (CYRIL) 
Width 78cms, Height 
164cms, Depth 39cms. 
VGC £50. Tel: 01446 
790188. (15) 

CARL LEWIS Folding 
Treadmill - £30. 

Maskreys teak book¬ 
case - £12. Pine gate leg 
table - £12. Double bed - 
£20. Child’s single bed - 
£15. Tel-01446 737235 
(after 6pm). (15) 
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ARE YOU READY FOR 

DIGITAL? ^ 


FREE ESTIMATES 
SAME DAY SERVICE . 

• OOfllMlIC S COMMMflial I 

• CMmoutyIs For Oopft 1 

• 24 Hixv 7 Ooft Sorvco 

• 12 MofMA OMarirM 

• Digital Aortalf Supple Aod 
FNMd And Adluftod 

• Digital S^tcr^ovfr Specia^ta 

• RDI Approv^td InataMffa 
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•w 
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^ Digital Aerials 
^ Repairs & Upgrades 
^ Local Engineer 
^ Affordable Prices 
^ Reliable Service 
^ GAP Discounts 
^ Free Home Visits 


Barry 01446 439124 
07818 413 451 ^ 

www.theaerialman.tv 


ff9vi0¥t 


MEGARAY AERIAL & 
SATELLITE SERVICES 


(over 38 years experience). ■ ' ■ 

WE INSTALL ALL TYPES OF 

DIGITAL EQUIPMENT: ISmmiB 

FreeSat HD, FreeView boxes, PVRs, 
Digital Aerials at competitive prices. 
Sky+HD Free & Free Htting - HD subscription not required 


Td: 0800 980 4181 • 07966 283002 


Pfaminai Watt Mountd 
A Ntifd^n Cable 
Specialists 


Va4« of Glamorgan 01446 439 306 Bridgood 01656 349 281 
LIMITED OFFER 

• Sky • HD SyvtofiM FItCK • wfib No ND Stibocrlprtson 
• EXISriNC Sky cuoto—r upgro^ng to Sky ♦ NO Syaloott 
' No Sukoonpllon for NO ONLY Cl SBuOO • FRCl StanAofd liiBtallaitftMi 




www.onovlsionltcl.co.uk 


VALE DIGITAL 

AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES 
DIGITAL AERIAL SPECIALIST 

Freeview & Freesat specialist 
Sky & Freesat HD systems installed 
LCD & Plasma wall brackets supplied & fitted 

Tel: Tim onOI44G #93 189 • 
9777 119 9399 anytime 

Competitive prices • Free Estimates • 7 Day Service 

COVERIHG ALL AREAS 


dtakairvl TV AERIAL & 

^ SATELLITE SERVICES 

REGISTERED INSTALLER 

Reg.No 18264754 . -4 

Sky dish fully installed £45 ^ 


(Inclusive of parts & labour) 

Aerials from £40 


Repairs from £25 






Tel: 07778 737161 


www.tvaerialandsatelliteservices.co.uk 


SQacKKas aoQfi] ©mcpaaOms 


solar create the mood... 


30% OFF 
SPRING 
SPECIALS 





Digital Aerial & ] 

Satellite Sendees L M I 


• Estabished 1980 • Registered digital installers 

• Digital switch over specialists 


Digital aerials. Sky Plus or Sky HD installed, 
repaired or adjusted at competitive prices, 
with discounts for OAPs 


For a free estimate, advice, or any ml I 

service, call Colin Williams on OFKRRt I V I 
FREEPHONE 0800 317536 ^ ^^ 



'jM QIf©o 

SATELLITE AND AERIAL SPECIALISTS 
Sky Installations • Upgrades • Multi Room • Freesat 
Freeview • Home moves • Telephone Extensions 
• Caravan Specialist • Free Estimates 


Call Simon Now 
(7 Day Service 
sales@euro-sat.co.uk 


01446 749502 
07966 592416 
0800 118 5675 



Barry Aerials 


BLINDS 
AWNINGS 
I WINDOW FILM 



S 01446 740842 

sales@solarsunshades.co.uk www.solarsunshades.co.uk 
Unit 3F, Palmersvale Business Centre, Paimerston Road, BARRY 


S 01656 663800 24 

sales@solarsunshades.co.uk www.solarsunshades.co.uk ^monthly 
North Road, Bridgend ind. Est, BRiDGEND CF31 3TP interest free 

finterest free available, details on request, subject to status) payments 


Aerial & Satellite Installations 

TV Aerial & Satellite Dish Installation & Repair 
. • Poor Reception Fixed 
^ • OAP Discounts 

• Additional TV Points 

^ • Digital Aerial Installations 

• Free Home Visits 

k ~ • Freesat Installations 



LOCAL FRIENDLY PERSONAL SERVICE • ALL AREAS COVERED 

Call us on 01446 439125 


Architectural 
Plans Drawn 

• Extensions 

• Loft Conversions 

• Garages etc. 

Competitive rates, 
help & advice given. 
Free onsite survey. 

Tel: Dave on 

07759 384884 

planspeople @ aol .com 


bunds 

SALE 


• BM sy4iy} t» 9% lit NoMi V 

f«#f tt'fVSSW? MB 

• Ffit. Iscsi easy Hrvkt • fifl setssrisi 4 tftvg 



caasoiimimaoHLCaTM AHCsmcNT 

0800 916 6563 

■Hillarys 




BLIND SALE 

OUR NAME IS OUR GUARANTEE 

STARLI N E 

AWNINGS & BLINDS 

'NEW SHOWROOMS' UNIT3&4 
WESTERN INDUSTRIAL ESTATE CAERPHILLY CF83 1BQ 

www.starline-blinds.co.uk 


TEL: (029) 2086 0631 


VALE BLINDSwaiesiud 


PHILIP YOUNG & SON LTD. 

Building & Roofing - Local Authority Approved 

• NEW BUILD • EXTENSIONS • RENOVATIONS 

• 30 years experience • Conservatories 

• Disabled Conversions • Painting/Decorating 

• Render/Pebble Dash • Kitchens/Bathrooms 

• LoF Conversions • PVC Doors/Windows 

• Flat Roofs • Decking/driveways 

• Garage Conversions • DpC Work 

Free Estimates & Advice, contact 

Tel/Fax: 01446 743706 Mobile: 07885 537087 


t Maintenance 
UPVC Fascias, Soffits, 
Guttering & Downpipes 
Internal Decorating 
External Painting 
Ceramic Wall 
& Floor Tiling 
All carpentry work 


Tel: 01446 720436 
Mobile: 07970 663073 
www.ibcgeneral 
builders.co.uk 




SALE NOW ON 


FIRST CLASS 
ARTEXING 


1 O 1 CarpentiyA 
LOCL Building Services 

Vertical Blinds • Roller Blinds 




• Venetian Blinds • Roman Blinds 

• Velux Blinds • Curtain Rails/Poles 

• Repairs & Servicing Undertaken 
Perfect Fit Blinds • Intu Blinds 




• Roofing • Kitchens 

• Doors • Windows 

• Grant Work 

• Decorating 

No job too small 



All patterns available, 
also coving and paper 
hanging service. 

Free estimates 

Tel: Mark 

01656 744966 
Mobile: 07788 738074 


Jel: (01446) 710304 / 07792 733443^ 



01446 420596 or 
07896 344578 


MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

^ Barry 
742928 

* Extensions 

* Grant Work 

* Roofs 

* Conservatories 

* Patio/Drives 

»Fibreglass Flat Roofs 
Estimates Free 
44 Newlands Street, Barry 








































































































327 Vale Enterprise Centre, 
Hayes Road, Sully CF64 5SY 
Tel: 01446 700 535 
Fax: 01446 738 085 

Building & Civil Engineering Contractors 
All size plant with drivers for hire 
Footings to DPC 
Demolition 

Concrete Raft, Structural Works 
Grab Hire Service 
Site Clearance 
Registered Waste Carriers 
Garden Landscaping/Paving/ 
Slabbing/Dropkerbs & Tarmac 


FAST & PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 


PLANT HIRE LTD | 

Groundworks, Building & Civil Engineering Contractors 


REGISTERED WASTE CARRIERS 

18 ton load grab collects clean waste - soil & hardcore @ £ 140 per load 
14 ton load grab collects clean waste - soil & hardcore @ £120 per load 
7 ton load grab collects clean waste - soil & hardcore @ £80 per load 
Green loads collected - tree trunks, brushes, hedges, conifers. 

AGGREGATE DELIVERIES 

10 ton scalpings @£150 per load • 10 ton 10mm clean stone @ £220 per load 
10 ton sand sharpe/build @ £220 per load • 10 ton stone dust @ £220 per load 
Top/Recycled soil available - All prices exclusive ofVAT 

For advice and free quote, call Wendy on 01446 700535 Fax: 01446 738085 


STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 

or 

07877 558525 



Specialists in 

all aspects of a/rcf 

pvc-u Windows, Doors and Conservatories. 
Also available Repairs and maintenance 
Guardian Locksmith Qualified. 

For your free estimates, call 

01656 788403 W 
07966 025287 

www.bridgendwindows.co.uk 



For all your glass and 
glazing requirements 


All types of glass 
supplied & fitted, 
misted units replaced 

Also Mirrors • Shelves 
& Safety Glass supplied 
Call 07836 629973 
or 01446 744506 



C. ANDERSON 

(BARRY) LTD 


Est 1949 

General Builders & 
Property Maintenance 
Specialists 

Roofing, Fascias & 
Gutters, Plastering, 
Carpentry, Decoration, 
Renovations & Extensions 
Free Estimates 

Tel. 01446 737291 


B. W. Construction 
and Property Mointenonce 


' GENERAL BUILDING 
' CARPENTRY & JOINERY 
' KITCHEN FiniNG 
' PLASTERING 


• BRICKLAYING 

•PAROS AND BLOCK PAVING 

• DECKING AND 
GARDEN DESIGN 

• ELECTRICAL & PLUMBING 


24 HOUR CALL OUT 

For the professional touch, phone for free estimate with no obligation 


No sales people, no middle man, no problem 
01446 713814 07742 572731 


CONSTRUCTION 

Gary Richards 

• New Build 

• Extensions 

• Renovations 

T: 01656 674009 
M; 07815 730480 


RJ.T 

PLASTERING 
GENERAL 
BUILDER 

Flat/Fibre Glass 
Roofs 

Best Possible Prices 
For a free Estimate 

01446 402115 
or 07920 195775 
or 07760 617915 



Home Master Plus 

Carpet & Oven Cleaning 


m“We Guarantee to beat any quote” 

I Carpets cleaned from £25 
r Ovens cleaned from £45 

\m H Debit/Credit Cards accepted 

• ■ Freephone 0800 0432 790 


www.homemasterplus.co.uk 


LLANTWIT MAJOR 
CLEANING SERVICES 


Carpet and Upholstery Cleaning 
Average Carpet £35 3-Piece Suite £70 
DIY Hire Service V 2 Day £10, 24 hours £15 
- FREE DELIVERY- 

Tel. Llantwit Major 796227 


AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTALLATION 

For home or office 
Tel: 07811 422 946 

27 High St, Cowbridge 


PC slow? Got a virus? 
Lost your data? 

Call 

ACM Compiiiiiig 

on 07514 315188 

25 years experience. 
Personal service. 

No fix, no fee. 


Computer Problems? 



1st CHOICE 

CLEANING SERVICES 


• Clean/Sanitise Carpets 
and Upholstery 

• One price - No extras. 

• Pet Odour/Stain Removal 

• Protective Treatments 

• Leather suite cleaned & fed 
Local, reliable & Professional 

01446 737695 
07930 157952 


crustal 

■fndir riT^HMnJill. 

Homs visits 

Evefiimcs and we«kends available 

01446 700885 

Cowputef HELP wften you need IT 





Carpet - 
Vinyl Fitting 
Service 


CALL TIM JENKINS ON 


07788 714352 
01446 750331 


VALE CARPETS 

cornea, to. (yocc 

lOO’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 


STEVE SEGUST 
FLOORING 

Carpet Fitting, Refitting 
& Repair Service Available 
~ Est 1987 ~ 

Choose from the comfort 
of your own home. 
Free quotations, fitting, 
underlay and gripper. 

All types of flooring 
available with a huge range 
of samples to choose from. 
Best prices around. 

Call any time... 

01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 


HO computer 
Solutions 


• All problems fixed 

• Fast, reliable, on-site service 
' Friendly advice freely given 

• No fix, no fee 
' Free callout 


Tel 01446 773158 
07779 713604 anytime 


Promote your 
business with 

The tIEM 

reaching Penorth 
to Porthcowl 


Over 30 Years Experience in all aspects of 
uPVC AND Aluminium WINDOW AND Door Repair 
D o you have any of the following problems...? 

Misted-up Double Glazing • Broken Hinges 
Seized Patio Door Rollers • Faulty door Locks 
Seized Handles • Draughts • Broken Letter Box • Leaks, etc 
If so phone for a free estimate and advice 


FREEPHONE COWBRIDGE 0800 169 5171 

We offer a competitive and friendly service to the Vale and surrounding area 

TRY US FOR NEW UPVC WINDOWS AND DOORS 
8 am - 8 pm (7 days) 


mnaow ne uk 

• Window and Door Repair • 


ABACUS 


PVC SPECIALISTS 


APPROVED 


It's Quality that counts!! 

Doors & Windows 
Double Glazing 
Conservatories 
Fascia & Guttering 

UPVC REPAIRS 
& MAINTENANCE 

Office: 

01656 865191 

Mobile: 

, 0791 808 48 80. 


I COLES 
SERVICES 
LTD 

|r%p 0^5years 
I Experience 

9R ALL YOUR PROPERTY NEEDS 
UPVC Windows and 
Doors & Garage Door 
Repairs and Installations, 
Windows Misted Up? 
Broken Locks/handles/ 
hinges replaced 

01446 790230 
07939 475736 




QQGP\33iiiI> 


DIALA 

CARPEMR 


OVER20 YRSEXP. 

IS 

07788 455656 
01446 719500 


Menzies 
Carpentry Services 


' KITCHENS SUPPLIED 
& EITTED 

' BESPOKE EURNITURE 
'DOORS 

' DECKING • EENCING 

Portfolio • References 


01446 760104 or 
07917 102766 - Mark 


fOI JF If its wood- 
WSm we're very 
aoodf 

CARPENTRY yvwu. 

Kitchens • Flooring • Stairs 
Tiling • Alterations • Decking 

Call 0800 1357574 
Peter 07749 617322 


|D.GULLIVER'?.JS:n 


Paper Hanging a Speciality 


9 All Internal & External Work 
9 No Job too Small 
9 25 Years Experience 
9 Free Estimates 

Tel 01446 403853 
Mobile; 07800 652608 


ARE YOU THINKING OF IMPROVING 
YOUR HOME FOR SPRING & SUMMER? 
Visit our brand new conservatory 
showroom now open in Bridgend 

Order your new 
windows to be 
fitted in April | 
and get FREE 
Vertical Blinds 






RecommeexJ 

MP1S 

WiiMlfvw* X 
Doors to your J 
frirwcls A 
famtiy and 
get £ 16-£100 J 
caij^ in 
Hand 

ordvr* 


mRSIOfiSn 

f ROM 


SPECIAL OFFER 
Bevelled Front Doors £499 
if ordered in April or May 
Windows & Doors Repairs available 7 days 
6 Windows fitted from £1495 
Doors fitted from £399 
Conservatories from £3495 



£,^01AIK>NJS 

S.ilurclav Sut>clav 

All conservatories ordered in 
April/May will come with FREE 
tiling and underfloor heating 


Tel: mndgernd 01656 812788 

«irw>MLa«pn«rindow.oo.uli 


UPVC WINDOWS St DOORS 

Local Showroom at 10 Ewenny Road, Bridgend CF3I 3HL 


-Jlolliir Cllisselt- 


Jj^ Serving the Vale for over 40 years 
cXof Friendly, efficient and 
3 u'i^Ts?r,lce professional Painting and 

Decorating service. All interior and Exterior 
work undertaken. Family run business 
Very competitive prices. Free estimates. 
01446 750625 07980 691584 


Brian flttlay 

DECORATORS 

Interior & Exterior 
Including Coving & Tiling 
Free Lstimates 

Please telephone 

RHOOSE 

01446 711817 


Ray Price 

Painting & 
Decorating 

30 Years Experience 
All Work Guaranteed 
FREE ESTIMATES 

€01656864482 



Taring 


Interior & Exterior Work Undertaken 


• Clean, Tidy & Reliable j 

• Insurance Work Undertaken ^ rnmnwrciaC 

• uPVC Soffits, Fascias & Guttering . eon^rciat 

01446 771137 &Quvmtions 
Cowbridge • Mobile: 07973 628842 

e-mail: cdcl37@hotmail.com 


PAINTING & 
DECORATING 
SERVICES 

Exterior/Interior. 
Gutters Cleaned. 

Free Quotes. 
Clean tidy worker. 
All insurance work 
undertaken. 
FULLY INSURED 
01446 772702 
07505 979078 
Weekend calls welcome 
www.nhdecorating.co.uk 
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REPAIR SHOP 


Washing Machines Electric 
Cookers, Tumble Driers, etc 


Repaired in your own home 

Freephone 0800 2984518 
Barry 744117 


MICHAEL RICHARDS J 


lectrical Contractors 

for a reliable, professional service. Est 1997 
All types of Domestic & Commercial Electrical Work 
We specialise in House Rewires and Fault Finding 
Testing and Inspecting, Landlord’s Certificates. 
Free Estimates, Small & Large Jobs Undertaken 
A quality service 
at the right price 


01446,700626 

079711655202 



Electrical 

Services 


LAING 

Domestic, 

Commercial, 
Electrical Installations 
Fire Alarms 

Design, Installation, Maintenance 

N.I.C.E.I.C. Approved 

Competitive prices 

St Athan 751033 
Mobile 07980 712777 


TELE-ELECTRICAL 

SERVICING 

Service centre for most 
leading makes of TV, Video, 
Hi-Fi & Camcorders. 

Installations carried out. 

Tel: (01656) 654156 
or 07792 887835 


Dave Reffell 

Electrical Services 

-|"-« 

^ Domestic 
Installer 


Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

dmrefTell@hotmail.co.uk 




Acorn 

Cesspit and Septic 
Tank Clearance 

Domestic and trade 
enquiries welcome 

Unbeatable prices 
Phone: 01656 862414 
Mobile: 07779 255639 




Driving School Ltd 

• Lessons from £9.50 

• Learn from 14 years of age 

• Trailer Towing Training 

• Instructor Training 

0800 0280 406 

www.catseyesdrivingschool.co.uk 


PAL 

DRIVING SCHOOL 

SPECIAL OFFERS 
AVAILABLE 

Manual & Automatic 
Male & Female 
Instructors 
www.paldrive.co.uk 

0800 783 6183 
07976 981676 


LANEWISE 
DRIVING SCHOOL 


First 3 hrs for £25.50 
First 10 hrs from £120 
For Total Beginners 


01446 719555 
07798 501267 





SUNNYSIDE 

School of Motoring 
DoT, ADI, RoSPA 
(Gold Award) 

Pass Plus Registered. 
Punctual, patient & reliable 
instruction. Pick-up Service. 
Theory tuition if required. 

Tel. (01656) 658108 
Mobile: 07968 230465 



02920 710039 
07968 056822 

www.valereinovalsaiiddeliveries.coin 


Same Day 

Rubbish RcmovaJs 

All types of rubbish 
removed. Houses, Garages, 
Gardens cleared. 
Prices start from only £ 10. 
All areas covered. 


FASTER & CHEAPER 
THAN SKIPS 


Contact Steve or Sarah on 

01656 865116 or 
07980 625116 


Domestic Appliance Repairs & Spares 
Refurbished Appliances On Sale 

Repairs and spares for 

• WASHING MACHINES 

• COOKERS 

• TUMBLE DRYERS 

• FRIDGE/FREEZERS 

• VACUUM CLEANERS 

All makes including 

HOTPOINT-CREDA- 
' ^ 1 CANDY-HOOVER 
ZANUSSI-INDESIT 



'4 

.ocai 08456 
804 806 


THE HANDYMAN’S SERVICES 

Garden Services 

• Turf Laying • Hedge Clipping 

• Weeding 

Garden Design 

Portfolio availa 
www.thehandymc 
For a FREE estim 

^ 07909971261 

Electrical Services 

• Electrical Maintenance 

• Outside Lights JE-. 

• Exta Sockets i 

• Pond Pumps ft 

• Electrical Repairs 

Qualified Electrician " 

(14 years experience) 
lasons garden specialist 
ble to view on 
inservices.co.uk 
late call Pete on: 

or 01446 713348 


1st A T T Locksmith & 

A Carpentry Services 

Reliable^ Trustworthy and Efficient 

Lockout Services, Lock Upgrades, Double Glaziug 
Repairs, Wiudow Filmiug, Access Coutrol, 
Security Shutters, Free Security Surveys. 

Tel. 01446 743193 
Mobile: 07825 566626 (24 hours) 

All operatives are CRB police checked aud 
all carry photo ID cards at all times. 

Accredited members of 
National Network of Approved Locksmiths 

www.nnal.co.uk 




Free estimates, fully insured. 
• Landscaping • Fencing 
• Decking • Hedge Cutting 

• Garden Clearance 

• Patios and Paving 
Call Paul on 01446 

736525 or 07815 319427 
WE ARE QUALIFIED, 
RELIABLE AND LOCAL! 


All Garden Services 

► Fencinq/Deckina 

* Raisedsleeperponters 

* Patio's re-pointed/jetted 

* House Painting 


^Complete Garden Services^ 

FENCING • DECKING • TREES EELLED, HEDGES 
AND LAWNS • WALLS, PATHS AND PATIOS 

Telephone: 01446 419428 
or 07765 611753 


Stables • Field Shelters • Kennels 
• Play Houses • Log Cabins 


Ashdown Sheds 


Timber Framing • Potting Sheds • Garages • 
Show Jumps • Hay stores 
Tel: 01446 772800 or Mob: 07815 304 156 

www.ashdown-group.com e-mail: info@ashdown-group.(om 


LAWNS. HEDGES. DECKING 
FENCING. PATIOS. PAVING 

Portfolio Available 


Contact Tony on 

07546 086716/01446 750698 


^ /V # Mr 

Maintenance 

py Fofyoufpfopefty and garden needs ^ 

• Fencing • Paths • Patios • Turfing 
■ Hedge, Shrub & Tree Trimming & Removal 
• Lawns Laid & Cut 
• Gutter & Fascia Cleaning 
• Power Washing & Garden Clearance 
Sensible free quotes, GAP discounts. 
Fully Insured/References 


CcmNathan 01446 773935/07773 992704 



Green Future 

LANDSCAPES 

Grass Cutting, Hedge Trimming, Tree Removal, Patios, 
Shrub Planting and Pruning, Garden Clearance, Lawns Prepared 
and Laid, Low Maintenance Gardening, Fencing. 

Call Rob - Local and Reliable 


Tel: 01446 773220 • Mob: 07828 100516 
Free Quotations 


GUY FORD 

Quality Plastering 
Service 

No job too small 

FREE QUOTES 

07812093098 


HcrtlcuMural 

Tel: 01446 775602 Fax: 01446 773476 
www.riverlea.co.uk 

OHusqvama «... 




PAUL’S 


Plastering 
Services 

•All aspects of plastering 
•Smooth Artex Ceilings 
• Walls 

No job too small 

07891 107732 


II ip Plastering 
ill I Services 


Bridce 

Kue 

Tree Services 

Specialists in 
Large/Dangerous Trees 
FELUNG, PRUNING, CROWN 
REDUCTION, THINNING OUT 
AND TOTAL DISMANTUNG 
HIGHLY QUALIFIED/INSURED 
COMMERCIAL or DOMESTIC 
SITE CLEARANCE 
- FREE QUOTES - 

Tel: 01446 713857 
or 07921 902729 



All aspects of plastering, 
also building and 
maintenance work 
undertaken. 

Call now for free quote. 
Tel. 01656 729655 
07915 390029 


JOHN 

SARTAIN 

Plumbing 
y & Tiling 


01446 

794266 


ATTENTION 
ALL SOLE 
TRADERS ; 

Be aware of ' 
advertising [ 
scams related 
to promotional 
guides. 

CHECK OUT 
THE COMPANY 
BEFORE 
YOU SIGN 
ANYTHING 


All types of doors 
supplied, fitted & repaired 
Over 15 years experience. 
Same day repairs. 


07783 703366 
01446 743181 

wvvw.gdsdoors.co.uk 


barry-today.co.uk 
cowbridge-today.co.uk 
llantwit-major-today.co.uk 
porthcawl-today.co.uk 
bridgend-today.co.uk 




‘Di'Plumtmd 

• NO call out charge 

• Flexible hours 

• No job too small 


Celtic Plumbing X J 

and Heating 

Corgi registered gas installers 
All aspects of plumbing and 
heating work undertaken. 

01446 732 145 
07973 785 339 
07956 887 536 




S.M.Vaughan 

HEATING & PLUMBING 
INSTALIATIONS 

INO. iidU 14 I 

• Boiler Installation Specialists 

• Servicing • Bathroom Installation 

• Gas Safety Certification 


01446 734733 • 07976 790096 
Unit 11, TV Verlon Ind. Estate, Barry 


M MARTYN 

PLUMBING SERVICES 

Bathrooms, showers, radiators, 
outside taps, washers, power 
flush and any plumbing jobs. 

07526 125982 or 01446 7535031 

No Job too small. Free quotes. Fully insured^ 



J.W. BATHROOM INSTALLATIONS 


MODERN & TRADITIONAL DESIGNS FITTED • 


' All aspects of floor 
and wall tiling 
' Bespoke bathrooms made 
and installed 

'Wall mountedWCs sinks etc 
Tiled bath panels • Carpentry 
' Plastering • Electrical 
' Repairs and Maintenance 
' Sensible rates and costs 
’ Free quotes • OAP discounts 

Tel: 01446 745952 
02920 515863 



24 HR DOMESTIC 
PLUMBING SERVICE 
Repairs • Installation 
Tiling • Electrical 
01446 740176 * 07876 506982 


GAM SERVICING 
I iP 01446732167 /l 
07920 400356 

Annual 
Boiler Service 
from only 
£40 

Free landlord/ 
homeowner Safety 
Certificate with 
eYery serYice 


F^^^dUgfield 


BATHROOM, HEATING 
BATHROOMSy & PLUMBING ^ 

.. SUPPLIES ' 

22 M Ve rlon Industrial Estate, Cardiff Road 

_' CF63 2BE 

Tel: 01446 701808 • Fax: 01446 721022 
Unit 1-New Street, Bridgend Industrial Estate 
CF313UD 

Tel: 01656 650050 • Fax: 01656 650550 

BATHROOMS - SHOWERS - PLUMBING/HEATING 
EXTENSIVE SHOWROOMS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 


DROP IN 




GAM Plumbing & Heating 

“ P 07815 09799424hrs,or01446732167 

^ Combination Boiler 
Specialist 

Boiler Breakdowns • Central Heating 
Installations • Cookers • Bathroom Suites 
• Showers • Towel Radiators 

All Work Guaranteed. Fully Insured. ^ 
Fast, Friendly Servi^. 



ATTENTION ALL 
30I-E TRADERS 

Be aware of advertising scams 
related to promotional guides. 

CHECK OUTTHE COMPANY 
BEFORE YOU SIGN ANYTHING 
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W. A. Brown & Son 

Funeral Directors 


Contactahle 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 

• Funeral pre-payment plans • Memorial masonry 

Llantwit Major 01446 792489 

Pembroke House, 
n^sro^opLE College Street 


~z > 


RTLEWIS BUILDERS Estwaa 

We specialise in Complete Home 
' ^ Refurbishment, Maintenance and Repairs 

• Roofing • Extensions 

• Plastering • Plumbing 

• Electrical Work 

Brickwork, Kitchens & Bathrooms 
Insurance and Council Approved 
‘Great advice when you need it most’ 

Vale of Glamorgan & Barry 01446 439 308 




All aspects of Roofing & UP VC 

Check out our prices @ www.cfrroofing.co.uk 
Unit 24, Vale Business Park, Llandow CF71 7PF 

01446 775145 


S Middleton & Son 


ROOFING SPECIALISTS 

We cover all aspects of roofing including 
a 24 hour emergency call out service 

□ Slating □ uPVC Fascia’s & Guttering 
□ Tiling ni EPDM Rubberised Flat Roofing 
20 year guarantee and 50 year life expectancy 
Tel: 01656 720551 or 07973 488806 anytime 
WWW. smiddletonroofingspecialists. co. uk 


ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
All aspects of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintainance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 

Free estimates 
24 hour emergency call out. 



FLAT ROOFING 


South Wales' leading supplier 
& installer of EPDM rubber. 

Tel: 01656 728793 or 
24hrs 07790 823525 


Promote your 
business with 

The GEM 

reaching Penorth 
to Porthcowl 






Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor TiUng Specialist^ 

Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom installation 

Professional, Friendly & Reliable Service 

01446 796582 / 07854 168459 ^ 


(after 6pm) 


(anytime) 



FOU1.DS 

ssExrvieE 

Ceramic, Porcelain 
and Natural Stone 
Tiling, Decorating 
and Finishing Touches 
Portfolio and 
reference available 
01446 794141 
K 07736 391937 / 


ATTENTION 
ALL SOLE 
TRAOERS 

Be aware of 
advertising scams 
related to 

promotional guides. 

CHECK OUT THE 
COMPANY BEFORE 
YOU SIGN ANYTHING 


Thank you for saying you saw it in The GEM 


Thursday, April 8th, 2010 


Hensol villagers plant for a 
splash of springtime colour 

0 ~ ^ ^ ^ VILLAGERS in Hensol have 

V 1^41 ^ added a real splash of colour 

; to the village after planting 

^ t more than 400 daffodil bulbs 

L t earlier this year. 

The unseasonably cold 
weather meant that it took 
longer than usual for the daffs 
to appear, but the village is 
now bright with yellow flowers 
along the verges. 

The idea came from two vil¬ 
lagers, Lola Worgan and 
Emma Newman. Lola told The 
GEM: “This year, we decided 
to really make a splash in 
springtime, and lots of people 
joined in to help with the 
planting.” 

ABOVE: Patches of daffodils are blooming throughout Hensol, 
after villagers planted more than 400 bulbs. 



NEWS FROM POSITIVE IMAGE 

PHOTOGRAPHIC SOCIETY 

Imax 3D makes 
its way to Barry... 

on April 8, with local 


Penarth and District 
Ramblers roundup 

Water, water, 
everywhere... 
in Merthyr 


SOME time ago, I 
went to an Imax 
Cinema in Sydney, 
Australia, and it 
was one of the most 
bizarre experiences 
of my life, a corre¬ 
spondent writes. 

The film was a gothic 
horror flic that was so 
awful it was hilarious - 
but the ‘3 Dimensional’ 
effect was absolutely 
amazing. I came out 
thinking ‘what a waste’ 
and wondering why 
mainstream cinema 
films aren’t made in 
3D? 

I now know why - 
they would cost too 
much to make because, 
before digital imaging, 
you had to use two cam¬ 
eras and two projectors 
and twice as much film. 

Bernard Brown’s ‘3D 
Extravaganza’ [PIPS 
March 25] was amazing. 

Dubbed ‘The Welsh 
Wizard’ by the editor of 
the Journal of The 
Stereoscopic Society of 
Great Britain, he began 
by giving us a tour of 
the American National 
Parks. 

Stunning landscape 
followed on stunning 
landscape, all in thor¬ 
oughly convincing 3D. 
From my seat in the 
front row I had to resist 
the temptation to get up 
and walk off into the 
sunset in Monument 
Valley. 

Even more fascinat¬ 
ing was a sequence of 
pictures that followed 
the building of the sec¬ 
ond Severn Crossing. 
Bernard revisited choice 
viewpoints regularly 
from the laying of the 
first supports in the 
riverbed to the official 
opening walkover. 

The added perspec¬ 
tive of 3D really brought 
home what a gigantic 
project it was. Bernard’s 
picture of the last sec¬ 
tion being put into place 
- in the middle - and 
lining up exactly - was 
amazing! 

During the second 
part of the evening, 
Bernard demonstrated 
how it was done. 


In the dark ages 
before digital photogra¬ 
phy, he used two cam¬ 
eras, mounted on a bar 
to replicate the distance 
between human eyes. 

For really wide-open 
spaces he had to place 
the cameras several feet 
apart. Bernard then went 
on to show how the 
effect is now created 
digitally. This involves 
all sorts of jiggery-pok¬ 
ery with ‘bump map’ 
image filters and shift¬ 
ing pixies left and right. 

We will not forget the 
digitally created fantasy 
images and the 3D pic¬ 
tures of far away galax¬ 
ies that Bernard used for 
the grand climax of the 
evening in a hurry. 

The next meeting is 


lads, Tony Warnlow, on 
‘The essence of wildlife 
photography’, and Dave 
Hales, who will surprise 
us because we don’t 
know what he is going 
to do yet! 

Positive Image 
Photographic Society 
meets at 7-30pm on 
alternative Thursday 
evenings at St Baruc’s 
Church, Phyllis Street 
Barry Island. New mem¬ 
bers will be made very 
welcome. 

Further details of the 
club and forthcoming 
events including forth¬ 
coming competition 
details are on the soci¬ 
eties website at 
www.positiveimagebar- 
ry.org.uk. 


National 
Trust 
talk on 
castle 

VALE of 
Glamorgan 
Association of 
National Trust 
members met 
recently in 
Cowbridge, to bear 
an interesting talk 
by Dr Kate 
Roberts, from 
CADW, on 
‘Kidwelly Castle’. 

The next meeting will 
be held on Wednesday, 
April 21 at 7.30pm in 
the Duke of Wellington 
when the speaker, Mr 
Mike Clubb, will talk 
about ‘The Bridgend 
Arsenal’. 

Membership of the 
Association is open to 
any interested person 
who is a paid-up mem¬ 
ber of the National Trust 
or National Trust for 
Scotland, or spouse/part¬ 
ner of a life member; a 
National Trust staff 
member or volunteer. 

The annual subscrip¬ 
tion (payable on January 
1) is: £7.50 for one 
National Trust member; 
£10 for two members; 
reduced to £3.75 and £5, 
respectively, for those 
joining after June. 

In the spring and sum¬ 
mer, trips are organised 
to various National Trust 
properties. New mem¬ 
bers welcome. 

For further informa¬ 
tion, contact the mem¬ 
bership secretary on 
01443 223230. 


Diabetes group 
DIABETES UK 
Cymru Vale of 
Glamorgan voluntary 
group is meeting on 
Tuesday, April 20 in 
the board room at 
Llandough Hospital, 
Penarth, starting at 
7.30pm. 

The speaker is Ms 
Kathleen Shiels and 
new members are 
always welcome; for 
enquiries, please tele¬ 
phone 01446 746639. 

Gala concert 
LLANDAFF Musical 
Society is presenting a 
gala concert, featuring 
well-known music at 
Holy Trinity 
Presbyterian Church, 
Trinity Street, Barry. 

It t^es place on 
Friday, April 23 at 
7.30pm. Proceeds are 
for church funds; tickets 
£5, or pay at the door. 


NINE walkers 
joined leader Val 
Hartrey for tbe 
journey up to Cefn- 
Coed-y-Cymmer, 
and they began 
tbeir walk from 
Cyfartbfa Castle. 

Built for £30,000 in 
1825 by the Ironmaster 
William Crawshay 11, 
this mock castle, com¬ 
plete with towers and tur¬ 
rets made of local stone 
and surrounded by 160- 
acres of parkland, over¬ 
looked the family-owned 
ironworks on the other 
side of the River Taff. 

Feaving the castle 
grounds, the group made 
their way across Cefn 
bridge, and via steps 
joined the banks of the 
Taf Fechan River, which 
were waterlogged fol¬ 
lowing recent rain and 
very muddy. 

The river footbridge 
led them to the western 
bank of the Taf Fechan 
Nature Reserve, estab¬ 
lished in 1975, where 
they slithered along 
muddy paths through the 
woods, which in places 
became rivers and had to 
be waded through! 

Navigating a wide 
drainage channel that had 
turned into a pond and 
crossing a meadow full 
of pregnant ponies, the 
group made their way to 
the Blue Pool (Pwll Glas) 
and stopped for morning 
coffee while watching 
four young men attempt¬ 
ing to canoe down the 
river. 

Crossing the road and 
continuing along the 
river bank, the group 
made their way under the 
455-foot long, 92-foot 
high and 7-arched 
Pontsarn Viaduct. 

Five acres of land on 
the west bank, including 
the Blue Pool, was pre¬ 
sented to the Brecon 
Beacons National Park 
Authority by Whitbread 
Brewers in 1986 for the 
great sum of £1, and a 
plaque on the viaduct 
wall commemorates this. 

They journeyed on 
through meandering 
paths in the woods 
towards Vaynor, where a 
spectacular waterfall was 
crashing down into the 
flooded valley from 
below Vaynor church. 

Climbing up to visit 
the church, they saw two 
toads beside the path, but 
at the church were 
thwarted by the arrival of 
a wedding party, and not 
wishing to invade their 
privacy, the visit was 
postponed for another 
day. 

The wooden bridge 
over the river had a huge 
gap on its floor, where 
planks had been removed 
and burnt - so great care 
had to be taken while 
crossing, before they 
climbed uphill to join the 
Taff Trail. 

Another steep climb 
through woods up a path 
that was running with 
water followed, before 
they emerged onto the 


open hillside, where a 
buzzard soared overhead 
and their climb ended at 
Morlais Castle quarries 
where it was quite 
breezy. 

Funch was enjoyed in 
the shelter of huge lime¬ 
stone rocks, while sky¬ 
larks trilled overhead. 

Before they left, there 
was a clear view to the 
central Brecon Beacon 
mountain tops and away 
in the distance the 
Merthyr mountain rail¬ 
way train was chugging 
along and puffing out 
steam that rose in a high 
cloud. 

The quarry floors had 
huge lakes in them fol¬ 
lowing the thawing of 
snow and recent heavy 
rainfall. 

However, further 
along several people 
were enjoying the sport 
of rock climbing. 

From the quarry top a 
single red kite flew up 
into the sky and down 
across the woodland 
below, before the group 
moved on to descend 
gradually, and cross the 
road to join the opposite 
bank of the nature 
reserve. 

Here it was evident 
just how much the river 
was swollen, and follow¬ 
ing the limestone gorge 
down river with its vari¬ 
ous pothole shapes creat¬ 
ed by the passing of time 
and water damage, the 
rapids were swirling 
masses of thundering 
clear water crashing 
downhill. 

Retracing their steps at 
the bottom of the Cwm, 
the group walked back to 
Cyfarthfa Castle, now a 
school and museum, and 
visited the cafe for some 
liquid refreshment before 
the journey home. 

On April 10, meet at 
9am at Cogan Feisure 
Centre for a 10-mile hard 
walk climbing Twmpa in 
the Black Mountains 
from Glasbury; contact 
Barrie on 029 2053 0753. 

On April 13, meet at 
9am at Cogan for an 
eight-mile moderate 
walk at St Mellons; con¬ 
tact Viv/Val on 029 2053 
1045 (this walk has been 
moved forward from 20 
April). 

Wear suitable cloth¬ 
ing, preferably boots and 
carry waterproofs, food 
and drinks. 

Some degree of fitness 
is required and if you are 
in any doubt, then please 
contact the walk leader 
for advice. 

For other groups ’ walk 
log onto 

www.ramblers.org.uk 
Rucksack badges, pro¬ 
grammes and member¬ 
ship advice can be 
obtained from Pam on 
029 2021 9102. 

JOY 

STRANGWARD 


Club hands 
over cheque 
for mini 
bus fund 



ABOVE: Elisabeth Millard (treasurer), 
Mike Edwards (Chairman VOPF) and 
Rene Gannon. 


THE Wednesday Afternoon club from 
Dinas Powys held a lunch at St Andrews 
Major golf club where they received a 
visit from the Chairperson of the Older 
People’s Strategy Forum, Mike Edwards, 
who presented a cheque for £100 to the 
treasurer Elizabeth Millard. 

The money was a contribution to Dinas Powys 
Voluntary Concern’s mini bus, bought with dona¬ 
tions from the people of Dinas Powys for the benefit 
of the elderly and disabled. 
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Cowbridge pupil seals 
Cadet motor racing win 


TOM HARVEY, the 
young Vale karting 
driver, didn’t give 
himself much hope 
of winning after 
issues with his kart 
left him uncharac¬ 
teristically well off 
the leading pace in 
his latest outing at 
Whilton Mill - but a 
dramatic turn¬ 


around earned the 
highly-rated young 
South Wales star a 
superb triumph 
against all the odds. 

Having finishing an 
excellent second in the 
club championship at 
Whilton last year, and 
having stormed to his 
breakthrough national 
victory in the Lewis 
Hamilton and Bernie 


Happy 1st birthday 
to Bro Radio! 



Alana Davies with breakfast presenter Matthew 
Wilson and Station Manager Steve Powell. 


I WAS delighted 
to attend a 
party last 

Wednesday, to cele¬ 
brate Bro Radio’s 
first birthday in the 
Hub at the Barry 
YMCA, where it 
began transmitting 
just a year ago. 

It is most refreshing 
to see so many people of 
all ages working togeth¬ 
er, mainly in a voluntary 


capacity, for the pleasure 
and information of the 
community - and clearly 
enjoying every minute of 
it. 

Fm sure this enter¬ 
prise will go from 
strength-to-strength, and 
I look forward to being 
invited to their second 
birthday party. 

Alana Davies 
(Labour parliamentary 
candidate. Vale of 
Glamorgan) 


Ecclestone-backed 
Formula Kart Stars 
(FKS) series at the 
Northants track, Tom 
boasts an enviable record 
around the challenging 
circuit and travelled 
there with high hopes of 
another strong result. 

Carburettor problems 
that took a while to suc¬ 
cessfully diagnose and 
resolve left the 
Bonvilston hotshot in 
distinctly unaccustomed 
territory during his first 
two heat races - at the 
wrong end of the 39- 
strong MSA Cadet class 
field. 

“We first knew there 
was a problem when I 
was 1.2 seconds off the 
pace in the first heat,” he 
explained. 

“Fm never 1.2 sec¬ 
onds off round Whilton 
Mill! I know my way 
around there really well. 
It’s a hard circuit to 
drive, but I like that. 

“It’s a drivers’ track 
with a really bumpy sur¬ 
face, which makes it 
very physical as well.” 

An eye-catching 
opening lap and gutsy 
performance in heat one 
secured the 12-year-old a 
wholly unexpected sev¬ 
enth place from way 
down in 22nd on the 
starting grid,. 

In heat two, a brilliant 
getaway from fifth 
briefly elevated Tom to 
second, before he found 
himself helplessly ‘drop¬ 
ping like a stone’ to an 


eventual and massively 
frustrating 12th at the 
chequered flag. 

Happily, a new engine 
and carburettor, and 
tweaked set-up for heat 
three, suddenly brought 
the Fusion Motorsport 
ace right back into con¬ 
tention, with fastest lap 
proof that a corner had 
been turned. 

He sealed a fifth row 
starting spot for the all- 
important final, in which 
the Cowbridge High 
School pupil went on to 
channel all of his efforts 
into hunting down the 
top six who had broken 
away from the chasing 
pack. 

A fired-up charge saw 
him inexorably reduce 
the gap until he was a 
part of the leading scrap 
himself and then picked 
off his rivals one-by-one. 

He won by six tenths 
of a second and said: 

“In the closing stages 
there were six of us in 
the leading pack. 

“It was a huge battle 
and there was a ridicu¬ 
lous amount of passing 
going on between us. 

“It was classic fast, 
frantic and furious Cadet 
action, and on the last lap 
the lead must have 
changed four or five 
times!” 


Students pass on tips 
to the Vale Council 

(and grill the cabinet) 



YOUNG people 
have been passing 
on tips to the Vale 
Council’s cabinet at 
a series of question 
and answer sessions 
at the Cowbridge 
and Bryn Hafren 
comprehensive 
schools. 

“The cabinet spent 
an hour with each 
school council, who 
were well prepared and 
didn’t pull any punch- 


ABOVE: 

The cabinet members are pictured 
with students from Cowbridge and 
Bryn Hafren comprehensives. 


es!” a spokeswoman 
reported. 

“Questions ranged 
from education issues 
to leisure facilities in 
their areas, as well as 
the popular subject of 
pot holes and road con¬ 
ditions. 

“Cabinet members 
were also quizzed on 
student transport 


options and whether 
they thought recycling 
should be made com¬ 
pulsory.” 

School council mem¬ 
bers from both schools 
afterwards attended a 
cabinet meeting at the 
Civic Offices in Barry 
to see how the sessions 
are run. 

Council leader. Conn 


Gordon Kemp, said: 
“The questions that 
were asked by both the 
school councils help us 
to understand the 
issues that are current 
and important to 
pupils of all ages. 

“Cabinet and mem¬ 
bers found the experi¬ 
ence very useful and 
enjoyable, and as a 
result we are planning 
to visit other schools 
throughout this year to 
meet with their school 
councils.” 


*With 25 Years Experience, we must be doing something RIGHT!** 


James & Jenkins Vauxhall 


More unbeatable used 
Vauxhall offers from 


BRAND NEW 2010 MERIVA DESIGN 

LIST £16,990 LIMITED NUMBERS 

FROM JUST Ell,495 


0909 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.4 

DESIGN SDR FROM 



ASTBA 

05 Astra 1.8 Design Automatic 5clr in ultra blue 49,000 miles.£5995 

57 Astra 1.4 Life 5drin Sapphire Black,38,000miles .£6495 

57 Astra 1400 Club 5dr in Sapphire Black, 38,000 miles.£7295 

56 Astra 1.8 Wli Design 5dr AUTO, Silver, 18,000 miles.£7495 

07 Astra 1800 Design 5dr in Silver Lightning, 32,000 miles .£7495 

07 Astra 1600 SXi5dr in Sapphire Black, 37,000 miles.£7495 

57 Astra 1.9 CDTi 150 SporthatchSRi in Blue.£10995 

08 Astra 1600 SXi 5dr in Star Silver, 24,000 miles.£8695 

58 Astra 1.6 Life 5dr in silver lightning 13,000 miles.£8495 

58 Astra 1.4 Life in star silver 13,000 miles.£8495 

58 Astra 1.4 Club 5dr in sapphire black 23,000 miles.£8495 

58 Astra 1600 Design 5dr in Silver Lightning, 28,000 miles .£8995 

58 Astra 1600 SXi 5dr in Star Silver, 30,000 miles.£8995 

58 Astra 1.4 SportHatch3dr, Choice from .£8995 

58 Astra 1600 Elite 5dr in Silver Lightning, 24,000 miles.£10695 

09 NEW SHAPE Astra 1.4 5dr, Delivery mileage.From £12995 

59 Astra 1600 Club 5dr, Choice from.£9995 

59 Astra 1600 SXi 5dr, Choice from.£10495 

CORSA 

57 Corsa Design 1.2 5dr in Silver Lightning, 12,000 miles.£7995 

08 Corsa Design 5dr .from £7995 

08 Corsa 1200 Life AC in Star Silver, 10,000 miles .£7995 

08 Corsa 1.3 CDTi Club 5dr in Star Silver, 21,000 miles.£7995 

08 Corsa 1.2 Life 5dr AC in Star Silver, 9,000 miles .£7995 

08 Corsa 1.2 SXi 5dr in Star Silver, 14,000 miles.£8295 

58 Corsa 1.2 Life A/C 5dr, Under 6,000 miles .Choice from £7495 

58 Corsa 1300 CDTi Club 5dr in Metro Blue, 25,000 miles.£7695 

58 Corsa 1.4 Club AUTO 5dr in Silver Lightning, 24,000 miles.£8995 

58 Corsa 1.4 Club 5dr in Silver Lightning, 10,000 miles.£8295 

58 Corsa 1.2Design5drChoice .from£8495 

09 Corsa 1400 Club 5dr in Sapphire Black, 16,000 miles.£8795 

MERIVA 

07 Meriva 1400 Life 5dr in Star Silver, 10,500 miles.£6995 

08 Meriva 1.3 CDTi Life 5dr in Silver, 9,500 miles .£8995 

58 Meriva 1.3 CDTi Life Lancelot 7000 miles.£9295 

58 Meriva 1.6 Design 16000 miles in blue .£9299 


TIGRA 

07 Tigra 1400 Exclusiv in Star Silver, 19,000 miles .£9295 

VECTRA/INSIGNIA/SIGNUM 

05 Signum 1.9150 Design in Sapphire Black, 39,000 miles.£5995 

06 Vectra 1.8 Life SRi Estate in Metro Blue, 62,000 miles .£5995 

57 Vectra Design 1.8 5dr in Pannacotta,18,252 miles .£8295 

08 Vectra SRi with Air Con. Choice from £8695 

58 Vectra 1.9150ps Design 5dr, Silver Lightning, Sat Nav & Bluetooth, 26,000 miles .£10495 

09 Vectra 1.9150 SRi 5dr in Star Silver, 23,000 miles.£10995 

ZAFIRA 

05 Zafira 1800 Design 5dr 7-seater in Star Silver, 42,000 miles.£5295 

56 Zafira 1600 Life in Star Silver, 38,000 miles.£6495 

07 Zafira 1600 Club in Sapphire Black, 31,000 miles .£7995 

57 Zafira 1.8 Club 5dr 7seater in silver lightning 32,000 miles.£8295 

58 Zafira 1600 Life 5dr 7-seater, 26,000 miles in Star Silver.£9495 

08 Zafira 1.9120 Design AUTO in Steel Blue, 23,000 miles.£12695 

08 Zafira 1.6 Exclusive Panacotta 28,000 miles.£9995 

OTHER MAKES 

06 Peugeot 407 X Line 2.0 HDi Saloon in Grey Metallic, 41,000 miles.£6995 

55 Peugeot 307 CC 1600 in Orange Metallic, 37,000 miles.£7495 

07 Landrover Freelander XS TD4 2.2 5dr in Aztec Blue, Only 9,000 miles .£17795 

08 Mazda 2 TS 3dr in True Red, 4,500 miles .£6995 

09 Fiat Punto 1.1 Active 5dr in White, 3,000 miles .£5995 

05 Ford Fiesta Style 1.25 3dr in Silver, 46,000 miles.£4795 

54 Ford StreetKa Luxury 1600 Convertible in Silver, leather interior, 37,000 miles.£5995 

09 Ford Fiesta 1.3 3dr Zetec Climate in Hot Magenta Metallic,! 1,000 miles .£9695 

57 Citroen C31.4 SX 5dr in Metallic Blue, Service history. Parking sensors. 

Only 4,900 miles .£5995 

06 Renault Clio 1.6 Dynamique3dr Black, 39,000 miles .£5995 

56 Renault Clio 1.4 Dynamique 3dr in Silver, 32,000 miles .£5995 

07 Renault Clio 1.2 Extreme 3dr in Black, 39,000 miles.£5995 

09 Renault Clio 1.2 Dynamique 5dr in Silver, 8,000 miles .£8695 

08 Toyota Yaris 1.0 T2 5dr in Silver, 11,500 miles.£7495 

07 Toyota Auris 1600 TR AUTO in Silver, 12,000 miles.£8695 

55 Nissan Micra 1.6CC Sport, in Metallic Red, 37,000 miles.£6995 

08 Nissan Micra Tekna 1200 5dr Choice from .£7495 



Vauxhall Aftersales 
Service to support 
your purchase 


A 

/ 


Renault Aftersales 
Service to support 
your purchase 


James & Jenkins 
are authorised 
and regulated 
by the Financial 
Services Authority 



§7 HERE NOW! PROTON CARS 


THE LATEST ADDITION TO 
THE FAMILY!! 


lames TetMns 

fjr 

www.jamesandjenkins.co.uk 


( 029 ) 2030 4020 


Station Road, 
Llandaff North, 
Cardiff CF14 2FB 


Open until 6.30pm Monday to Friday 
OPENING HOURS: 

Mon-Fri 9.00am-6.30pm. Sat 9.00am-5.00pm. 
Sun lO.OOam-S.OOpm. 
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Honours are even in 
^atrocious’ conditions 


The View win out in a 
‘thrilling’ game of rugby 


THESE two old 
rivals met at 
Jenner Park and 
were welcomed by 
high winds and 
heavy downpours - 
however, the 

weather did not 
dampen the enthu¬ 
siasm of both 
teams. 

Due to injury and 
unavailability, Gavin 
Chesterfield was forced 
into two changes from 
Saturday’s starting line¬ 
up with Lewis Cosslett 
and James Simpson 
starting in place of 
Damon Searle and Scott 
Jones. 

Ton started much the 
livelier and they were 
soon putting the 
Dragons’ defence under 
pressure, but just as we 
all thought they had 
weathered this initial 
storm, a hard low cross 
into the penalty area 
deflected off defender 
Dan Clare and into the 
net before keeper Dan 
Bradley could react. 

With only eight min¬ 
utes gone, there was 
plenty of time for Barry 


BARRY TOWN 

2 

TON PENTRE 

2 


Town to get back in the 
game. The team started 
to get to grips with their 
game, but some resolute 
defending by Ton kept 
The Dragons at bay. 

They kept plugging 
away and were rewarded 
when a low cross into 
the Ton six-yard box 
was steered into the net 
impressively by Ian 
Jones with 30 minutes 
gone. 

After a long time out 
with niggly injuries, Ian 
is starting to show the 
goalscoring abilities that 
he is renowned for. 

It was a deserved 
equaliser and both teams 
continued to play some 
good football without 
further troubling the 
‘keepers. 

The second half con¬ 
tinued in the same vein 
with both teams playing 
attacking football 
despite the atrocious 
conditions. 

The play was end-to- 
end, but the stout 
defending from both 


State of Play 
makes Grand 
National bid 


ON AND OFF THE TURF 
with Brian Lee 


S tate Of Play, 
trained by 
Evan Williams 
at Llancarfan, bids 
to become the first 
horse trained in 
Wales to win the 
world’s greatest 
steeplechase - the 
Aintree Grand 
National - on 
Saturday since 
Kirkland, trained at 
Lawrenny Park 
near Tenby was 
successful in 1905. 

State Of Play, a 20-1 
chance, finished fourth 
of the 17 finishers in last 
year’s race, won by 100- 
1 outsider Mom Mome 
and might well have fin¬ 
ished a lot nearer to the 
winner but for making 
mistakes half-way 
through the race. 

It was back in 1937 
that another Welshman 
called Evan Williams, 
the 24-year-old son of 
Fred Williams of the 
Bear Hotel and the 
starter at Ely 
Racecourse, and also 
from Cowbridge, rode 
Royal Mail to success. 

When asked by the 
press what he thought 
about his success, he 
replied: “What can I 
say? I have won the 
Grand National, and I 
am naturally delighted. 


“Give the credit to the 
horse. He jumped per¬ 
fectly and cleverly. He 
made one or two mis¬ 
takes, but they were not 
entirely his fault.” 

One thing certain, if 
State Of Play is success¬ 
ful his trainer won’t be 
short of words. 

The rearranged 
Glamorgan Hunt Point- 
to-Point Steeplechases 
also take place this 
Saturday at Ystradowen 
and there are more than 
100 entries for the six 
races. 

Robert Thomas’s 
Mick’s Prospect can get 
backers off to a good 
start in the members’ 
race at 1pm. 

David Brace’s O’Rage 
will be fancied to take 
the young horse maiden 
and Ian Brice’s Cool 
Cliche has Little Miss 
Monty to beat in the 
aged maiden. 

David Oakes’s Opal 
Ridge has Humbel 
Origins to contend with 
in the club members’ 
race and King’s Euro, 
Chandlers Cross and 
Silver Story are down to 
run in the mixed open 
race. 

There are 26 entries 
for the restricted and 
Rimini and Farnogue 
have Carmen 
Goldsworthy’s On Oath 
to beat. 


defences limited 

goalscoring opportuni¬ 
ties. 

Ton eventually took 
the lead, again from a 
mistake in The Dragons’ 
defence. Alyn Jones, 
who was unmarked on 
the edge of the box, beat 
Dan Bradley. 

Although there was 
still 20 minutes to go, 
this looked like the win¬ 
ner, as so few chances 
were being created. 

One thing that can be 
said about this team, 
though, is that they do 
not give up easily. 

Gavin Chesterfield 
brought on Sam Small, 
Jaymes Dixon and 


Michael Parkins to try to 
rescue at least a point 
from the game. 

With time now run¬ 
ning out and only sec¬ 
onds left of time added 
on, a great cross from 
the right landed at the 
feet of Sam Small who, 
15 yards out, curled the 
ball past the helpless 
Ton ‘keeper to give the 
Dragons the point they 
deserved. 

Ton only had time to 
kick off before the refer¬ 
ee brought proceedings 
to an end. 

A most enjoyable 
game in atrocious condi¬ 
tion and supported by 
three officials who did 
their best to keep the 
game flowing. 

DAVID COLE 


TONGWYNLAIS RFC 
THE SEA VIEW (BARRY) 


ON Saturday, The 
View travelled for a 
bottom of the table 
clash with friends 
Tongwynlais - win¬ 
ning this match 
would ensure the 
victors didn’t finish 
bottom. 

With such a lot riding 
on the outcome you 
would have expected a 
tactical percentage 
game, in fact both sets 
of supporters were treat¬ 
ed to a thrilling game of 
running rugby. 

Early pressure from 
The View soon told, a 
Tongwynlais infringe¬ 
ment giving Damion 


Huggins a chance for 
early points, a superb 
kick was judged wide by 
one judge, over by the 
other! In fairness, the 
small posts made a clear 
decision difficult. 

It wasn’t long before 
The View opened the 
scoring. A lineout in the 
Tongwylais 22 was won 
and fly-half Glynn 
Smith burst through des¬ 
perate Tong tackles to 
score close to the post. 

Huggins left the touch 
judges in no doubt with 
a cracking conversion. 

Sea View continued 
applying the pressure, 
Leon Ford going close. 
Tongwynlais defended 
well, their full-back 




ISLAND MARINE UNDER-13S 
SCOOP A SPONSORSHIP DEAL 


St Richard 
Gwyn pupils 
try archery 


ARCHERY sessions 
have been intro¬ 
duced after school 
at St Richard Gwyn 
Catholic School in 
Barry to help both 
and boys and girls 
hit the national tar¬ 
get of taking part in 
five hours of exer¬ 
cise a week. 

The sessions have 
been arranged thanks to 
the innovative 5x60 
scheme, which provides 
extra-curricular activities 
to encourage secondary 
school pupils across 
Wales to get active for at 
least 60 minutes, five 
days a week (5x60). 

The school’s 5x60 
officer, Ben Williams, 
added: “Archery is 

tempting a number of 
new faces to take part in 
5x60 sessions, and they 
are all enjoying having a 
go at something new. 

“It’s great to see a lot 
of girls getting involved 


A 



Archery sessions are 
helping attract girls in 
the Vale to take part in 
extra-curricular sport¬ 
ing activities as part of 
the 5x60 scheme. 
and I hope that word will 
continue to get around 
that 5x60 sessions are the 
place to be at lunchtime 
and after school.” 

You can find out more 
about the 5x60 scheme in 
the Vale online at 
WWW. valeofglamorgan. g 
ov.uk/5x60 


YOU CAN NOW READ YOUR GEM ONLINE ■ 

Log on to to barry-today.co.uk, bridgend-today.co.uk, 
cowbridge-today.co.uk, llantwit-major-today.co.uk or 
porthcawl-today.co.uk 


LEFT: 
Island 
Marine 
under-13 s 
are 

pictured 
in the kit 
sponsored 
by R & M 
Williams, 


ISLAND MARINE under-13 football club 
would like to thank R and M Williams for 
sponsoring their kit during this season. 

Paul Richards, procurement manager for R 
and M Williams, said: “This is the second year 
that the company has sponsored a junior side. We 
are very pleased to be able to promote youth 
developments within the community and wish the 
club all the success for the future.” 

The club currently play in the Vale of 
Glamorgan under-13 league. 



QhipsA^L - 

For all your minor paintwork repairs 

Professional quality • Cost-effective & convenient 
Lifetime guarantee • Mobile • Same day service 

Services include: 

Bumper scuffs • Paintwork scratches • Minor dents 
Alloy wheels • Small accidental damage 

Vale of Glamorgan and West Cardiff 

ChipsAway Paul Jarvis 
07904 840202 

or visit www.chipsawav.co.uk 


ABOVE: Sea View on the attack. 


clearing his lines time 
and again only to see the 
View wingers Ben 
Cotter and Aaron Bond 
run the ball straight back 
at him. 

A lineout deep in 
Tongwynlais territory 
led to a try from flanker 
Chris Hann, collecting 
his own throw from 
Azzopardi, The View 
pack drove over the line 
for Hann to score. 

The posts again beat 
Huggins but The View 
were in a commanding 
12-0 lead. The pack was 
dominant in the set piece 
and the loose, the engine 
room of Leon Ford and 
Gareth Lowes providing 
a solid platform for the 
front row of Burston, 
Veness and Huelin. 

Wayne Burston had a 
fine game in the loose, 
carrying the ball well 
and deftly passing out of 
contact. 

With half-time loom¬ 
ing, Tongwynlais scored 


two tries. 

Half-time score 12- 

12 . 

View were down a 
man after Cotter’s yel¬ 
low card and the second 
half began with them 
under pressure from an 
invigorated 
Tongwynlais. The 
never-say-die character 
of the View however 
shone through. With 
Cotter back on the field, 
it was Glyn Smith who 
settled The View nerves, 
scoring two more tries to 
restore the lead 12-22. 

Tongwynlais came 
back to score a try, to 
close the gap to 17-22. 
The final five minutes 
saw The View defend 
comfortably to earn 
themselves a well- 
deserved victory! 

The View’s final 
league game of the sea¬ 
son is a home fixture on 
April 10 against Sully 
Sports. 

MV 


WWW. 




vanhire.co.uk 

CDW (Collision Damage Waiver) 
from £10 per day 
House Removal 
Lutons 
with Tail Lifts 
Large Fleet 
of Cars 
(Focus, Fiesta 
Zafiras, Focus Estates) 

People Carriers (VWTourans, 

VW Shuttle, Mercedes Travel Liners, 7-9 Seats) 
4-metre Merc Sprinters & Jumbos 
Small Vans (Connects, Combos, Partners) 
9-seat Mini Buses 
Full AA Cover 
Tippers 

VW Transporters 

Towbars fitted to most vehicles (inc cars) 

- Extra Charge 
Roof Racks Available 

Full European Use >/ ' ^ ' 

(special conditions 
apply) 



OPEN 7 DAYS 

5 HOUR HIRE FROM £30.00 
(100 miles max) 

All hirers must possess 
valid creditldebit card 

01656 660160 
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EXHAUSTS • TYRES • BATTERIES • 4x4 TYRES • SHOCKS • BRAKES • DISCS • MOTS • ALLOY WHEELS 

SramxswiK 


WIN A 

BRIDGESTONE 

TO 

ONE 

WITM A TOT PI^TIAM 
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CALL IN NOW FOR A 
FREE TYRE CHECK! 

PHONE US FOR THE BEST PRICE AROUND 


ftOM ONLY 

£4330 

4 YEAR WARRANTY 

UK 0631 
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HIGH PERFORMANCE TYRES 
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ULTRA HIGH PERFORMANCE TYRES 
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BARRY 

CnrtliK Rood. Cnitorion . 
Barry CF63 70W W 
TalDphort#: ^ 

01446 733167 



MOT TESTING^ OIL & RLTER CHANGE 

► 119.95 ^£ 28.95 


ON MOOOcnoN Of rm Novtir 


WE A«E OPEN MONDAY i-»<iDAy 0 OOtirTi S.iOpm. SAfUHDAVS 8 GOatti G.OOpm. ALL MAUOH CNEUIT CAMUS ACCEMTED. 

THE PRICE WE QlXrTE 15 PRICE YOU F9AY • ALL OUR F’RtCES ViCLUDE VALVE. BALANCE. FITTBIG. VAT 6 CASBIG OiSPOSALI 


0£2000 

® MINIMUM 

■=f- PART EXCHANGE 


06 VAUXHALL WITH £20001 07 FIAT GRANDE WITH £20001 07 CHEVROLET WITH £20001 

A5TRA1.4 LIFE SDR P/EXCHANGeI PUNTO 1.2 ACTIVE P/EXCHANGe| MATIZ 1.0 SE SDR P/EXCHANGE 

ISDR 

1 WAS £6999 



NOW 

£4999 



WASE5999 


NOW 

£3999 


on selected cars 


09 CHEVROLET LACETT11.6 SX • 4k 


I 06 VAUXHALL WITH £2000 06 VAUXHALL WITH £2000 56 RENAULT WITH £20001 

ASTRA 1.6 CLUB 5DR P/EXCHANGE CORSA 1.4 DESIGN SDR p/exCHANGE CUD 1,2 EXTREME p/exCHANGE 

• A/CON • A/CON • LEATHER • 18k 

WAS £7499 ' WAS £7999 p/MTH *45^7499 


NOW 

£5499 



£67 

I 04 DAEWOO 

P/MTH I MATIZ LOSE 

WAS £4999 



NOW 

£5999 


WITH £2000 156 VAUXHALL 
P/EXCHANGeIcORSA CLUB SDR 

^35 



WITH £2000 
P/EXCHANGE 


NOW £5999 


lindi>»r SHOWROOM 


All cars come with 6 months Road Fund Licence 
& FREE Fuel (maximum £20) 

• Full Network Q12 mth warranty • N 

• Best part-exchange price paid • Di 

• Full service FREE of charge • V( 


NOW 

£2999 



NOW 

£5499 


WITH £20001 06 VAUXHALL 

p/exchangeI zafira life 

£67 



NOW 

£5999 



NOW 

£6499 


WITH £2000 
P/EXCHANGE 

£64 

'/MTH 



I 07 VAUXHALL WITH £2000 

1 CORSA CLUB 1.2 SDR P/EXCHANGe| 

£67 

p/MTH I 


NOW 

£5999 



54 VAUXHALL WITH £2000 

ASTRA (NEW SHAPE) P/EXCHANGE 
ELITE SDR £70 

P/MTH^ 


57 VAUXHALL VECTRA 
1.9 CDTi Exclusiv 

• Plus Pack £QC 

WAS £9495 r/mth 


WITH £2000 
P/EXCHANGE 


NOW 

£5499 



NOW 

£7495 




• No MOT needed for min of 12 mths 

• Drive away within 24 hrs 

• Very LOW rate finance 


OVER 200 

QUALITY USED 
VAUXHALLS IN STOCK 


• LOW RATE FINANCE • PART EXCHANGE WELCOME • CASHBACK AVAILABLE • OUTSTANDING SELEQED FINANCE OFFERED • CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH! 



^ Buying with Confidence From Your Main Vauxhall Dealer 

p ^ p Q ■•2 J ^ J Western Avenue, Bridgend Ind Est. Bridgend 

rKr Dridgend SaleHotUne 

www.frfmotorgroup.co.uk 01656 647647 


Open 7 Days: Mon-Fri 9am-7pm, Saturday 9am-5pn- 
Sunday 10am-5pm (lOam-llam viewing only.) Picturestoniiustrai 


NetworkO 

Used cars you can rely on 
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New Broad Street Motors Ltd 


PRESTIGE 


07 JAGUAR X K convertible. Zircon blue metallic with ivory sports leather interior, upgraded 20 inch setanta 
wheels, full colour satellite navigation, electric heated memory seats, cruise control, climate control, rear parking 

sensors, bluetooth phone prep, only 12,621 miles, fsh, 1 owner.£39,995 

56 VOLVO XC90 2.4 D5 AWD (facelift) SE Geartronic AUTO. In metallic silver with full black leather, colour 
satellite navigation, phone preparation, electric heated seats, climate control, parking sensors, 7 seats, only 

58,722 miles .£19,995 

56 BMW 31 SCI M Sport Convertible in sapphire Black with full ebony leather interior, electric memory seats, 
cruise control, multi function steering wheel, alloy wheels, climate control, rear parking sensors, only 37,060 

miles.£15,995 

56 BMW 2.0TD 320D SE 4-dr Saloon. In Arctic grey with anthracite interior, automatic air con, upgraded alloy 
wheels, rear parking sensors, only 41,655 miles, fsh .£13,995 

56 BMW 1161 SE 5-dr in sparkling graphite met with full Boston beige leather interior, comfort pack, cd, climate 

control, alloy wheels, reversing sensors, auxiliary I-pod connection, only 19,950 miles interior titanium trim, auto 
lights and auto wipers .£11,995 

55 BMW X5 3.0D Automatic Sport 5-Dr Station Wagon. In sparkling graphite with black leather interior, auto¬ 
matic air con, sat nav, roof rails, 20” alloy wheels, front and rear parking sensors, only 65,660 miles.£19,995 

05 BMW X5 3.0D Automatic Sport 5-Dr Station Wagon. In sparkling graphite with black leather interior, 19” 

alloy wheels, air con, CD, front /rear parking sensors, privacy glass, only 52,290 miles .£17,995 

05 MERCEDES Benz 1.8 SLK 200 Compressor Auto 2-dr Convertible in Tellur silver, black leather Interior, cli¬ 
mate control, multi function steering wheel, CD, alloys, only 61,000 miles, fsh .£16,995 

05 MERCEDES Benz M-Class 2.7 TD ML270 CDi Automatic 5-dr Station Wagon. In Brilliant silver with Orion 
grey leather interior, climate control, Bluetooth phone prep, privacy glass, heated seats, rear parking sensors, 
only 52,975 miles.£15,995 

54 MERCEDES Benz CL500 5 iitre 2-dr Auto coupe. In tanzanite blue with java leather interior with BOSE 

sound system, AMG body styling, electric sunroof, only 48,245 miles.£19,995 

51 JAGUAR S-Type 3.0 V6 4-dr Saioon Automatic. In Pacific blue with cashmere beige full leather interior, cli¬ 
mate control, CD, electric seats, rear parking sensors, only 55,810 miles.£4,995 

57 HYUNDAi Coupe 2.0 SQL in steel grey with full red leather interior, climate control, sunroof, cruise control, 

alloy wheels, only 23,600 miles.£10,495 

07 SEAT Leon 2.0TDi DPF FR 5-Dr Hatchback. In black magic with FR grey interior, cruise control, air con, trac¬ 
tion control system, ESP, only 36,598 miles .£13,495 

56 HONDA Civic 1.8i V-tecType-S 3-dr Hatchback. In alabaster silver with alcantara/suede interior, climate con¬ 
trol, CD, alloy wheels, colour coded bumpers, only 24,405 miles.£10,495 

56 SAAB 9-3 1.9 Tid (150bhp) Vector 4-Dr Saioon Automatic. In steel grey with half leather seats, 
steering wheel mounted gear change, climate control, rear parking sensors, in dash multi CD, 

only 46,905 miles.£8,995 

06 VOLKSWAGEN Goif GTTDi 2.0 (140) 5-dr in steel grey with dark interior, cd, dual climate control, cruise con¬ 
trol, alloy wheels, electric mirrors, only 58,300 miles.£9,995 

06 FORD Focus 1.8TDCi Sport 5-dr Hatchback. In panther black with dark flint interior, CD, air con, alloy 
wheels, colour coded bumpers, only 55,315 miles .£7,495 

55 AUDi A3 2.0T FSi 5-dr Sport Back in Avus silver with matrix cloth interior. BOSE speaker system, 17 inch 

alloy wheels, front fogs, climate conrol, cd, only 39,280 miles .£11,995 

05 VOLKSWAGEN Polo 1.9 TDi (130bhp) Gt 3-dr hatchback in raven blue with Le mans sport cloth interior, 

electronic climate control, multi CD in dash, alloy wheels, privacy glass, only 38,275 miles .£57,995 

04 PORSCHE Carrera 3.6 Convertible in lapis blue with metropole leather, oose speaker upgrade, starlight nav¬ 
igation, phone system, cruise control, trip computer, heated seats, sports exhaust systemm, full Porsche service 

history, hard top, only 42,761 miles.£29,995 

54 VOLKSWAGEN Golf GTi 2.0T FSI (200ps) 3-dr. In reflex silver with interlagos interior, climate control, trac¬ 
tion control, tyre pressure monitor, trip computer, sports seats, alloy wheels, only 69,192 miles.£9,995 

54 VAUXHALL Tigra Convertible 1.8 Sport in Kingfisher blue with anthracite interior, electric roof, air con, alloy 

wheels, colour coded bumpers, only 62,840 miles .£6,395 

54 MGTF 1.8 135 Convertible. In ignition blue with anthracite Sebring interior, alloy wheels, cd player, alarm and 

immobiliser only 27,100 miles.£4,995 

04 RENAULT Clio 182 Sport 3-dr Hatchback. In met blue with half leather/suede interior, sports seats, traction 

control, cruise control, climate control, alloys, 6 cd auto changer, only 51,314 miles.£5,995 

04 CITROEN C2 1.6 VTR Sensodrive in arctic steel silver with neutron mesh interior, paddle shift, alloy wheels, 

air con, colour coded bumpers, rear spoiler, cd, only 62,100 miles.£4,295 

53 LAND ROVER Freelander 1.8S 3-Dr Hard Top. In Bonatti grey with black dune interior, glass roof panels, air 

con, alarm, traction control system, only 54,460 miles.£5,495 

53 LEXUS IS200 2.0 Sport 4-dr Saloon in platinum ice silver with black suede interior, electric sunroof, electric 
driver and passenger seat adjust, heated front seats, climate control, service history, only 51,155 miles ..£6,995 
53 MG TF 1.8 135bhp 2-door Convertible. In starlight silver with black interior, alloy wheels, body coloured 

bumpers, CD, electric windows, only 30,845 miles.£4,495 

02 MG ZS 2.5 180. In anthracite black, with monaco ash interior with red inserts, alloy wheels, a/c, cd, colour 

coded bumpers, front fogs, alarm and immobiliser, only 62,310 miles.£2,995 

51 HONDA S2000 Roadster 2.01 Vtec (Cat 1 Alarm) In Berlina Black with full red leather interior, air con, CD, 

alloy wheels, electric roof, glass rear screen, one owner only, 20,510 miles .£9,995 

X PORSCHE Boxster 3.2S in basalt black with full black leather, upgraded 18 inch sport design alloy wheels, 
heated seats, cd with i-pod connection, wind deflector, colour coded hardtop, fsh, only 73,813 miles ....£10,995 


Broad Street, Barry Est.1979 
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05 MERCEDES Benz M-Class 2.7 TD ML270 CDi 
Automatic 5-dr Station Wagon. In Brilliant silver 
with Orion grey leather interior, climate control, 
Bluetooth phone prep, privacy glass, heated seats, 
rear parking sensors, only 52,975 miles . .£15,995 


I 


05 VW Bora 1.9 TDi Highline 4-Dr Saloon. In black 
with beige leather interior, air con, heated seats, 
rear parking sensors, cruise control, only 57,655 
miles.£7,495 


1 








YBMW 3 Series 1.91 316 4-dr Saloon. In bright 
red with dark interior, electric windows, colour 
coded bumpers, driver and passenger airbags, only 
49,125 miles.£4,295 


SMALL 



FAMILY 


57 CITROEN C3 1.4 HDi Cool 5-dr hatchback in Arctic silver with Galand black interior, air con, cd, immobilis¬ 
er, £35 a year road tax, one owner, only 37,845 miles.£6,995 

56 TOYOTA Corolla T2 Colour Collection, 1.4 5-dr Hatchback. In eclipse black with silver fleck interior, a/c, 

alloys, colour coded side skirts, audio controls on steering wheel, one owner, only 32,415 miles.£7,995 ^^ ^ ■ x o » ^ - 1 

55 RENAULT Megane 1.6 16v Dynamique in met platinum silver with ruche cloth interior, auto lights, auto 06 55 AUDI A3 2.0T FSi 5-dr Sport Back in Avus sil- 02 02 PEUGEOT 206 1.6 Coupe Cabriolet S 2-dr in 

wipers, air con, cd, clour coded bumpers, only 16,380 miles .£5,795 ver with matrix cloth interior. BOSE speaker system, platinum silver with full black astrakan leather interi- 

Oo VW Bora 1.9 TDi Highline 4-Dr Saloon. In black with beige leather interior, air con, heated seats, rear oark- 17 inch alloy wheels, front fogs, climate conrol, cd, of 3"' con, cd, alloy wheels, colour coded bumpers, 

ing sensors, cruise control, only 57,655 miles.£7,495 only 39,280 miles.£11,995 auto lights, only 64,220 miles.£5,495 ^ 

05 HONDA Civic 1.7 CDTi in magnetic blue with hatch fabric interior, alloy wheels, air con, cd, colour coded 

burnpers, only 55,130 miles.£6,495 

05 FORD Focus 1.6 115 Zetec Climate. In moondust silver with rack ebony interior, alloy wheels, climate con¬ 
trol, CD, quick clear windscreen, one owner, only 42,055 miles.£5,995 

54 MG ZT-T 1.8T 160 5-dr Estate in royal blue with Monaco ash leather interior, air con, alloy wheels, roof rails, 

alarm, only 32,000 miles .£5,995 4 

04 TOYOTA Avensis 2.0 VVTi T-Spirit Auto 4-dr Saloon. Silver fern, st moritz charcoal leather, map gps nav ' 

system, climate, cruise, electric seat adjustment, only 55,065 miles.£6,495 

04 SKODA Fabia 1.2 Limited Edition 5-dr hatchback in met green with grey interior, alloy wheels, electric win¬ 
dows, colour coded bumpers, service history, only 52,765 miles .£3,795 _ 

52 NISSAN Almera 1.8 SVE 5-dr Hatchback. In caterpillar green with grey tungsten cloth, cd, a/c, reversing sen- "V" 

sors, colour coded bumpers, only 44,300 miles.£3,995 ^ * 

Y BMW 3 Series 1.91 316 4-dr Saloon. In bright red with dark interior, electric windows, colour coded bumbers, -m 

driver and passenger airbags, only 49,125 miles .£4,295 

9 CHEVROLET Aveo LT 1.4 in pearl black with bricket cloth, aircon, alloy wheels, colour coded bumpers, alarm 
and immobiliser, cd, only 16,900 miles .£6,995 

58 VAUXHALL Corsa Breeze 1.0 12v 3-dr hatchback in lightning silver with dark upholstery, air con, alloy 

wheels, cd with auxiliary input, colour coded bumpers, only 12,970 miles.£7,295 

58 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 16v Design (A/C). 5 door in ice blue with dark interior, aircon, MP3 input, colour coded I 

. .... . .-A-;.;.:-:-;£8,495 ^^06 06 FORD Fiesta Zetec 5-dr. In panther black with 01 51 JAGUAR S-Type 3.0 V6 4-dr Saloon 

58 TOYOTA Yaris 1.0 VVT-IT2 5-dr Hatchback. In crystal silver, electric windows and mirrors, CD, multi-function dark interior, alloy wheels, aircon, colour coded Automatic. In Pacific blue with cashmere beige full 

MT ’ ..ur-vv-i-.-v".n.u""!.;. H bumpers, front fogs, only 18,131 miles . . .£5,995 leather interior, climate control, CD, electric seats, 

07 RENAULT Clio Dynamique 1.4 5-dr Hatchback in silver with black interior, alloy wheels, colour coded H rear parking sensors only 55 810 rniles £4 995 

bumpers, fog lights, only 37,550 miles.£6,995 r' a < y < , 

56 TOYOTA Yaris 1.3 VVTI T3 3-dr in eclipse black with Picardie cloth interior, a/con, alloy wheels, colour coded 

bumpers and privacy glass, remote central locking, alarm and immobiliser, cd, only 30,305 miles.£6,495 

06 FORD Fiesta Zetec 5-dr. In panther black with dark interior, alloy wheels, air con, colour coded bumpers, front 

fogs, only 18,131 miles.£5,995 

06 RENAULT Clio 1.2 16v Extreme 3-dr Hatchback. In platinum silver with grey interior, alloy wheels, steering 

wheel mounted audio controls, colour coded bumpers, CD, only 19,860 miles .£5,995 

05 MINI 1.6 One (salt) 3-dr Hatchback. In pure silver with anthracite interior, 6 CD changer, automatic dipping 

rear-view mirror, panoramic roof, body coloured bumpers, only 39,600 miles .£7,995 

04 PEUGEOT 206 2.0 Coupe Cabriolet 2-dr in platinum silver with full black astrakan leather interior, air con, 

cdm alloy wheels, alarm, only 43,895 miles.£6,495 

04 FORD Fiesta 1.4 SILVER Limited Edition. In moondust silver with full midnight black leather, air con, alloy 

wheels, colour coded bumpers, cd, only 29,775 miles .£4,995 

04 ROVER Streetwise 1.4 16v 3-dr in trophy yellow with sebring half leather interior, cd, roof rails, rear spoiler, 
alarm and immobiliser, only 41,590 miles.£3,495 

53 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 16v SXi 3-dr hatchback in black with dark interior, colour coded bumpers, alloy 

wheels, cd, only 45,800 miles .£3,795 

02 PEUGEOT 206 1.6 Coupe Cabriolet S 2-dr in platinum silver with full black astrakan leather interior, air con, 
cd, alloy wheels, colour cooed bumpers, auto lights, only 64,220 miles.£5,495 

52 RENAULT Megane 1.6 16v Dynamique 3-dr Hatchback in met silver with dark interior, air con, alloy wheels, - 1 

■pinaiice available subject to status, UK residence, over 18 years of age. 

climate control, cd, 16 inch alloy wheels, front fogs, only 46,010 miles. £3.§95 J Written qUOtatlOnS available OH TeqUeSt. I 


Gwasanaeth Cymraeg Ar Gael 
View our stock online 


01 


720CI 


Guarantees may be required. 


ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 

visit our website www.nbsm. 


.uk 
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Gary Watson 
Motor Co Ltd 



05 AUDI A4 Avant 1.9TDi SE. In silver, 
50,000 miles, desirable diesel estate at . . 
.£10,995 



51 RENAULT Clio 2.0 Sport 172. In met- 
red, very nice exampie at. £2,995 



R MERCEDES SLK 230 Auto. In green 
black with two tone ieather trim, great 
vaiue Mercedes Convertibie at . . £4,995 



07 NISSAN 350Z bhp GT. In silver with 
biack ieather trim, iow miieage iocai top of 
the range sports car at. £17,995 



SPORT, PRESTIGE & 4X4 


04 MERCEDES SL55 AMG. In met silver with grey leather trim, 33,000 miles, panoramic roof, command Bose etc.£32,995 

57 BMW 320 Diesel M Sport Auto. In black with cream leather, 30,000 miles, 1 lady owner. REDUCED BY £1000 70 £18,995 

56 BMW 335 Diesel SE Coupe Automatic. In dolphin grey with black leather, 26,000 miles. REDUCED BY £1000 70 £18,995 

07 NISSAN 350Z 313 bhp GT. In silver with black leather trim, low mileage local top of the range sports car at .£17,995 

55 MERCEDES S 320 CDi. In silver with black leather, 47,000 miles, high spec diesel executive saloon at .£16,995 

05 MERCEDES CLK 220 CDi. In silver with grey leather trim, 60,000 miles, usual refinements. REDUCED BY £1000 70 £13,995 

53 JAGUAR XJ8 3.6 Automatic. In silver with cream leather trim, 53,000 miles, luxury motoring at. REDUCED BY £1000 70 £10,995 

05 AUDI A4 Avant 1.9TDi SE. In silver, 50,000 miles, desirable diesel estate at .£10,995 

04 VW Beetle 2.0 Convertible. In red, 47,000 miles, 1 owner, 4 seater convertible.£8,995 

03 AUDI 77 180. In met blue with black leather trim, 74,000 miles .£8,995 

56 RENAULT Megane 2.0 Convertible. In met blue, 31,000 miles, 4-seater convertible at.£7,995 

53 MERCEDES 320CLK Auto. In light met blue with charcoal leather trim, host of extras on this sports coupe.£7,995 

51 MERCEDES SLK 200 Kompressor. In electric blue, 39,000 miles, 2 owner convertible at.£7,995 

04 MINI Cooper Chilli. In electric blue with black roof, 42,000 miles with upgrades, alloys, climate control etc.£7,295 

05 RENAULT Megane 1.6 Dynamique CC. In silver, 43,000 miles, 4 seater convertible at.£6,995 

04 JEEP Cherokee CRD. In met blue, low mileage go anywhere diesel at.£6,995 

02 JAGUAR S Type 2.5 SE Auto. Silver with black leather, low mileage, local car.£5,995 

R MERCEDES SLK 230 Auto. In green black with two tone leather trim, great value Mercedes Convertible at.£4,995 

52 PEUGEOT 206cc 2.0 SE. In silver with black leather trim, 57,000 miles, 4-seater convertible.£4,995 

02 PEUGEOT 206CC 20. In met-blue with black leather trim, 58,000 mile convertible at.£4,695 

02 TOYOTA Corolla T-Sport 3-dr. In champagne metallic, 63,000 miles, 1 local owner, FSH. REDUCED BY £300 70 £3,995 

06 MGZR 14 (105) 3-dr. In thorny blue, 46,000 miles, low insurance with alloys, cd, etc.£3,995 

02 MG ZT 2.5. In silver with sports interior, looks and drives superb at.£3,795 


SMALL, ECONOMICAL AND FAMILY CARS 


07 

07 

07 

56 

55 
07 
07 

56 

56 

57 
04 
04 
04 
07 
55 
55 

52 
08 
55 
54 
05 

51 
06 
04 
04 
04 
06 
05 
05 
04 

53 
03 

52 
03 

54 
04 
02 
51 
02 


RENAULT Megane 1.6 Dynamique Automatic 5-dr. In met sand, 18,000 miles, 1 owner. 

SUZUKI Swift 1.5 GLX 5-dr. In black, 13.000 miles, high specification model at. 

RENAULT Laguna 2.0 DCi 150 Expression 5-Dr. In met. Blue, 32,000 miles, 1 owner, with sat nav etc. 

FORD Focus 1.6 Zetec Climate Automatic 3-dr. In black, 12,000 miles, superb value at . 

HONDA Civic 1.6 Executive 5-dr. In forest pearl silver with black leather trim, 35,000 miles, fsh . 

FIAT Grande Punto 1.4 Dynamique Sport Automatic. Met blue, 23,000 miles. 

RENAULT Clio 12 Expression 3-dr. In steel blue, 33,000 miles with a/c, c/d, etc. 

FORD Focus 1.4LX 5-dr. In electric blue, 30,000 miles with a/c, cd, etc. 

PEUGEOT 307 1.6S 5-Dr. In black, low mileage example with alloys, a/c, etc, ideal family hatch. 

PEUGEOT 206 1.4 Look 3-dr. In diablo red, 24,000 miles, under manufacturer warranty. 

TOYOTA Corrolla 2.0 D4DT3 5-dr. In silver, 54,000 mile diesel with sat-nav . 

VOLVO S60 2.4 D5 SE. In met silver birch, 63,000 miles, high specification diesel at. 

VW Passat 1.9TDi Highliner 130 Automatic. In silver with black leather, 84,000 miles, high spec . 

CITROEN C4 1.4 LX 5-dr. In gun metal met, 35,000 miles, stylish hatch at . 

PEUGEOT 407 2.0 HDi SE. In met grey, 51,000 miles, comfortable stylish diesel at . 

NISSAN Primara 2.0 SX 5-dr. In silver, 35,000 miles with sat-nav, alloys, etc. 

VW Golf 1.9 GTDi 130 bhp 5-dr. In silver, sought after diesel at. 

FIAT Panda 1.1 Active. In met-blue, 15,000 miles with cd etc, under FIAT warranty. 

MITSUBISHI Colt 1.5Di - D Equipe 3-dr. In met-grey 41,000 miles, diesel hatch with low running costs. 

RENAULT Megane VVTi Privilege Automatic 5-dr. Met jade, half leather trim, low mileage. 

PEUGEOT 206 1.6 Quiksilver 3-dr. 31,000 miles, sought-after limited edition model. 

TOYOTA Celica 1.8VVTi. In blue, 75,000 miles with glass roof, rear spoiler etc. 

CHEVROLET Kalos 1.4 Sport 3-dr. In black, with black leather trim, 37,000 miles. 

FORD Fiesta 1.4 Fiame. In electric blue, low mileage example with alloys, cd, etc. 

FORD Fiesta 1.4 Siiver 3-Dr. 62,000 miles with full leather trim, A/C, CD etc. 

FORD Focus 1.6 Edge 5-dr. In light met-blue, low mileage example with alloys, a/c, etc. 

FORD Ka 1.3 Collection. In Apple green, 23,000 miles with decals. 

MITSUBISHI Colt 1.3 Equippe 3-dr. In birch met, 41,000 miles, ideal economic hatch at. 

VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 Twin Port SXi. In met silver, 48,000 miles, 1 local owner. 

VAUXHALL Meriva 1.6 Life. In silver with a/c, e/w, c/I. 

VAUXHALL Signum 2.2 DTi Elegance Automatic. In black, 76,000 miles, stylish diesel at. 

SAAB 95 2.2TDi. In silver with black leather, 93,000 miles, solid diesel saloon at . 

PEUGEOT 307 SW 1.6 Automatic. In gold, 85,000 miles, with full panoramic glass roof. 

VAUXHALL Astra 1.6SXi 5-dr. In black, 61,000 miles, ideal family hatch at. 

DAEWOO Lacetti 1.6 SXi 5-dr. In jade met, 53,000 miles with a/c, c/d, alloys, etc. 

FIAT Punto 1.2 Active 3-dr. In met-red, low running cost hatch at . 

PEUGEOT 307 1.6 Rapier 3-dr. In black, 72,000 miles with a/c, alloys. 

RENAULT Ciio 2.0 Sport 172. In met-red, very nice example at. 

CITROEN Saxo 1.6 VTR. In black, host of extras, group 7 insurance. 


.£6,995 

.£6,995 

.£6,995 

.£6,995 

...REDUCED BY £500 70 £6,995 
...REDUCED BY £500 70 £6,495 

.£6,495 

.£6,495 

.£6,295 

...REDUCED BY £300 70 £5,995 

.£5,995 

.£5,995 

.£5,695 

.£5,495 

...REDUCED BY £500 70 £5,495 

.£5,495 

.£5,495 

.£4,995 
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...REDUCED BY £500 70 £4,995 
...REDUCED BY £500 70 £4,995 

.£4,995 

.£4,695 

.£4,495 

.£4,495 
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...REDUCED BY £800 70 £3,995 

.£3,995 

REDUCED BY £1000 70 £3,995 

.£3,995 

.£3,995 

.£3,995 

.£3,495 

.£3,295 

.£2,995 

.£2,995 

.£2,995 

.£2,995 

.£2,495 


01446 722600 

Broad Street, Barry (Next to Barry train Station) 

FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT ALL • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABLE 
ALL CARS HPi CLEAR • PART EXCHANGE WELCOME • OPEN 7 DAYS 
CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH • ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 



56 FORD Focus 1.4LX 5-dr. In eiectric 

biue, 30,000 miies with a/c, cd, etc. 

.£6,495 


www.garywatsonmotorcompany.co.uk 
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Gills4Cars.com 


Bridgend Stock 

MORE ARRIVING DAILY! 



09 58 CITROEN C2 
1.4VTR, met black, 9k 


£7,475 



£5,775 



£9,975 



07 07 MAZDA RX8 4-dr 
(231), met black, 29k 


£3,975 



Finance example 

Amount of credit: 
£4975.00 _ 

35 Monthly payments 
of £163.06 _ 

Final payment of £462.06 
Total charge for credit 
£1194.16 _ 

Total amount payable 
£6169.16 _ 

Weekly equivalent £39.55 

APR 14.82% 


Small Cars 


03 03 FIAT Punto 1.2 Active 5dr. Blue met, 47k miles, rcl, 

pas, e/w, cd .£3,275 

02 02 SUZUKI Wagon R 1.3 GL Special 5dr. Silver met, 50k 

miles, rcl, a/c, e/w, alloys .£3,475 

02 52 PEUGEOT 206 1.1 Met blue, 68k miles.£3,475 

05 05 CHEVROLET Matiz 1.0 SE+ 5-dr. Silver met, 50k 

miles, rcl, ew, pas, cd.£3,965 

03 53 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 SXi 16v 5-Dr. Met blue, 65k 

miles .£3,975 

05 54 RENAULT Clio 1.2 Expression 3-dr. Silver, met, 58k 

miles, rcl, pas, ew, cd.£4,475 

06 56 HYUNDAI 1.4 Getz GSi 3-dr. Black, met, 15k miles, 

rcl, ew, pas, cd .£4,975 

07 07 RENAULT Clio 1.2 Campus 5-dr, grey met, 39k miles, 

rcl, pas, ew, cd .£5,775 

04 04 FORD StreetKa 1.6 Luxury. Met black, 49k . £5,975 
04 54 TOYOTA Yaris WTi 3-Dr 1.3. Met blue, 17k miles only, 

alloys .£5,975 

06 06 VAUXHALL Agila 1.2 16v Enjoy 5dr. Met purple, 12k 

miles rcl,pas,ew,cd.£5,975 

07 07 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 Life (a/c) 3-dr, grey met, 26k 

miles, rcl, pas, cd, ew .£6,475 

08 08 FORD KA 1.3 Zetec Climate 3-Dr. In white, 9,000 

miles .£6,475 

07 07 CITROEN C3 1.4 Desire 5-dr. Met black, cd, a/c, pas, 

12k miles .£6,975 

07 07 RENAULT Clio 1.4 Dynamique 3-dr hatch. Silver met, 
24k miles, a/c, rcl, ew, pas, alloys .£6,975 

03 53 VW Passat 2.0 S 4-dr. Met. blue, 74k miles, 

many extras.£3,975 

05 05 RENAULT Megane 1.4 Rush 3-dr Silver met, 53k 

miles, alloys, rcl, a/c, cd .£4,475 

05 05 HYUNDAI Sonata 2.4 Auto Saloon, 4-dr, Silver met, 

50k miles, rcl, ew, cd, cruise, full leather.£4,975 

05 05 FORD Focus 1.8 TDCi Zetec 3-Dr. Met blue, 76k 

miles, fully loaded .£4,975 

04 54 TOYOTA Corolla 1.6 T3 Auto Met blue,48k . £6,475 
06 56 CITROEN Picasso 1.6 HDi TURBO DIESEL. Met red, 

36k miles, pas, a/c.£6,975 

07 07 FIAT Grande Punto 1.2 Dynamic 5dr. Met blue, e win¬ 
dows, rcl, 5k miles.£6,975 

07 07 PEUGEOT 307 Hdi 90SE TURBO DIESEL. Green/grey 

met, 38k miles, alloys, rcl, ew, cd, a/c.£7,975 

09 58 CITROEN C2 1.4VTR Met black, 9k miles . . .£7,975 

05 05 CHEVROLET Lacetti 1.8 Sport. Met. black, 55k miles, 

fully loaded .£4,975 

05 54 VAUXHALL Vectra 1.9 CDTi SRI AUTO 5dr. Met blue, 

alloys, a/c, fsh.£5,975 

04 04 TOYOTA Celica WTi. Met silver, 39k, S/H, sports 

pack, leather, sunroof, a/c.£7,475 

02 52 BMW 325ci Sport AUTO Coupe. Blue met, 72k miles, 

sand leather, alloys, a/c, rcl, cd .£7,975 

05 05 PEUGEOT 307 Convertibie. Met silver, auto, 50k 

miles .£7,975 

04 04 MERCEDES SLK 200 Cabrioiet AUTO Silver met, 59k 
miles, AMG Wheels, rcl, a/c, ew, must be seen . . .£11,975 
04 04 MERCEDES SL 500 Cabrioiet AUTO. Silver met, 82k 

miles, leather, alloys, climate, cd, ew, rcl .£19,975 

06 56 BMW 335D AUTO 2dr Coupe Turbo Diesei. Grey met, 
28k miles, full leather, cd, ew, a/c, stunning car . . .£19,975 


Estates, MPVs and 4x4s 


01Y RENAULT Scenic 1.4 Authentique, mpv, silver met, 

60k miles, rcl, ew. cd, a/c .£2,675 

04 04 HYUNDAI Matrix 1.8 CDX MPV. Silver met, full 

leather, rcl, ew, cd .£3,975 

04 04 FORD Gaiaxy 2.3 AUTO Ghia MPV. Met silver, 90k 

miles, rcl, a/c, alloys, cd, cruise .£5,975 

07 07 MAZDA RX8 4-dr (231) Met black, 29k miles £9,975 




Ex-Motability Cars 

USED CARS WITH NEARLY NEW MILES! 


07 07 

CITROEN 
XSARA PICASSO 

1.6 Desire, grey met. 
Only 6,000 miles 


New Price £16,975 

OUR PRICE £6,975 


Saving a massive £10 


SELECTION OF VEHICLES AVAILABLE 


Many, many more available to order 


06 56 VAUXHALL Agila 1.2 Design 5dr. Silver met, only 1,900 miles! 

New £8,975 Ours £5,975 Saving £3,000 
06 56 RENAULT Megane 1.6 Dynamique 5dr. Met gold, oniy 3200 miies! 

New £14,336 Ours £6,475 Saving £7,861 
06 56 CITROEN C3 1.6 SX 5dr AUTO. Met blue, only 5200 miles! 

New £12,182 Ours £6,475 Saving £5,707 
06 56 FORD Fiesta 1.6 5dr Style Climate AUTO. Only 2,300 miles! 

New £11,275 Ours £6,775 Saving £4,500 
56 06 VAUXHALL Zafira 1.6 5dr Life (A/C) Blue met, only 4,900 miles! 

New £14,975 Ours £6,975 Saving £8,000 
06 56 VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 Life A/C AUTO 5dr. Panacotta, only 4,900 miles 

New £14,975 Ours £6,975 Saving £8,000 
06 56 FORD Fusion 1.6 Zetec Climate 5dr. Red met, only 2.000 miles 

New £12,475 Ours £6,975 Saving £5,500 
06 56 FORD Focus C-Max Zetec 2.0 AUTO 5dr. Met mintgreen, only 4300 miles! 

New £17,172 Ours £6,975 Saving £10,197 
06 56 NISSAN Micra 1.2 Sport 5dr. Grey met, only 2,500 miles 

New £11,475 Ours £6,975 Saving £4,500 
06 56 RENAULT Clio 1.6 Expression AUTO 5dr. Met blue, only 1760 miles! 

New £12,475 Ours £6,975 Saving £5,500 
06 56 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 5dr. Met black, only 2500 miles! 

New £10,975 Ours £6,975 Saving £4,000 
06 56 VAUXHALL Zafira 1.65 dr Life (A/C) Blue met, only 1,500 miles 

New £14,975 Ours £7,475 Saving £7,500 
06 06 RENAULT Grand Scenic 1.6 Dynamique. Red met, only 4,500 miles! 

New £16,795 Ours £7,475 Saving £9,000 
58 09 FORD Fusion 1.4 5dr Style AUTO. Red met, only 1,000 miles! 

New £11,275 Ours £7,475 Saving £3,500 
06 56 RENAULT Scenic 1.6 Dynamique AUTO. Gold met, only 2,700 miles 

New £16,975 Ours £7,475 Saving £9,500 
06 56 FORD Fiesta 1.6 Style Climate AUTO. Blue met, only 3,700 miles 

New £11,475 Ours £7,475 Saving £4,000 
06 56 FORD C-Max 2.0 Zetec AUTO MPV. Blue met, only 4,500 miles 

New £17,475 Ours £7,475 Saving £10,000 
06 56 FORD Focus 1.6 Sport 5dr. Blue met, only 5,600 miles 

New £13,975 Ours £7,475 Saving £6,500 
08 58 RENAULT Clio 1.2 Expression 5dr. Blue met, only 3,000 miles! 

New £10,175 Ours £7,975 Saving £2,200 
09 58 VAUXHALL Meriva 1.4 Life (A/C). Silver met, only 741 miles 

New £12,975 Ours £8,475 Saving £4,500 
09 58 VOLKSWAGEN Polo 1.2 5dr Hatch. Black met, only 2,600 miles 

New £10,475 Ours £8,475 Saving £2,000 
08 08 HONDA Jazz 1.4 5dr SE. Blue met, only 4,800 miles! 

New £11,475 Ours £8,975 Saving £2,500 
09 09 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 5dr Life. Silver met, only 1,700 miles! 

New £14,975 Ours £9,475 Saving £5,500 
09 09 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 5dr club AUTO. Silver met, only 400 miles! 

New £11,975 Ours £9,475 Saving £2,500 
09 09 CITROEN Berlingo 1.6 HDi 5dr VTR. Blue met, only 2,200 miles! 

New £12,475 Ours £9,975 Saving £2,500 
09 09 FORD Fiesta 1.25 Style+ 5dr. Black met, only 650 miles 
. New £12,97 Ours £10,475 Saving £2,500 


—BRIDGEND 
nPEN PHONE 01656 650446 




FAX 01656 649441 

SOUTH RD/COWBRIDGE RD, 
BRIDGEND CF31 SUL 
bridgend@gills4cars.com 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
Weekdays 9-6 Saturday 9-5 I 
Sunday 10.30-4 


Finance Available 

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 


MAESTEG 


PHONE 01656 733149 / JlfOUf m* 

FAX 01656 735518 / tMt 


FAX 01656 735518 

LLWYDARTH RD, 
MAESTEG CF34 9EY 
saies@giiis4cars.com 
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HIGH SPEED GAME IMPOSSIBLE IN QUAGMIRE 


Athletic are stuck in 
the Carmarthen mud 


Pencoed Phoenix 
Ladies start with 
a 22-all thriller! 


CARMARTHEN ATHLETIC 6 
BRIDGEND ATHLETIC 3 



Aled Thomas on the attack with Dan 
Apsee and Jonny Nation in support. 


Photograph by KERRY FOTHERGILL. 


BRIDGEND 
Athletic’s fine start 
to 2010 came 
unstuck as they 
slipped and slith¬ 
ered to defeat at 
Carmarthen 
Athletic by the odd 
penalty in three. 

The game was played 
in atrocious conditions, 
particularly when heavy 
showers descended in 
the first half. Neither 
side was able to main¬ 
tain control of the ball 
for any length of time, 
and extended handling 
moves were the excep¬ 
tion rather than the 
norm. 

The home team chose 
to play with the slight 
slope in the first half, 
but it was Bridgend 
Athletic who roared into 
the attack in the first few 
minutes, pinning 

Carmarthen back inside 
their 22. 

An opportunity for a 
score was missed when 
Tom Morgan dribbled a 
loose ball with Dan 
Apsee in support. 
Carmarthen killed the 
ball but the resulting 
kick at goal from 35 
metres out by Steve 
Lewis was just short in 
the heavy conditions. 

The visitors contin¬ 
ued to attack and wing 
Lindsay McCausland 
chased and caught a 


KENFIG HILL 
Firsts played 
Glynneath and it 
was a superb all¬ 
round performance 
by the Mules, who 
played all but 10 
minutes of the 
game with a man 
short due to a 
sending off. 

This was an impor¬ 
tant win as it keeps the 
Mules in contention for 
a place in the promotion 
play-offs. 

Chris Tossell had a 
good game for Kenfig 
Hill with the seven-man 
pack more than a match 
for the opposition. 

Outside-half Nicky 
Giles scored a try, two 
conversions and a 
penalty, with full-back 
Ray Evans also scoring 
a try. Glynneath replied 
with three penalties. 

Final score: Kenfig 
Hill 17 Glynneath 9. 
KENFIG HILL 
SECONDS V 
BRACKLA 
THIS was another 
solid performance by 


high kick from which he 
made good ground 
through the centre 
before handing on to 
Morgan, who was 
pulled down 10 metres 
short, with the ball 
being spilled in the 
process. 

A little later, the Ath 
had another chance 
when Apsee picked up 
from a scrum and 
slipped the ball to 
scrum-half Aled 

Thomas, who was bun¬ 
dled into touch just 
short. Next, Stuart 
Morris was guilty of 
being a little over-ambi¬ 
tious in trying a drop 
goal from 30 metres. His 
kick barely got off the 
ground. 

It was now 
Carmarthen’s turn to 
gain the upper hand. 
Some well-placed kicks 
sent the Bridgend side 
back into their own half 
and when a home maul 
was pulled down, the 
Carmarthen fly-half 
Ricky Williams just 
missed with his penalty 
kick. Almost immediate¬ 
ly, a similar offence 
gave him a second 
opportunity and he made 
no mistake this time. 

Back came the home 
side again and Stuart 
Nation, Jon Stoker and 


the Seconds, beating 
Brackla 24-16. 

Dai Dent gave a man 
of the match perform¬ 
ance, which he topped 
off with a fine individ¬ 
ual try. Prop Jon Jones 
scored a try, as did 
Rhys Stanton. On leave 
sailor Matthew Keylock 
completed the try scor¬ 
ing, with Gareth Lewis 
kicking two conver¬ 
sions. 

KENFIG 

HILL/CORNELLY 
YOUTH V CORUS 
THE Youth completed 


Tom Morgan put in 
some fine defensive 
work until Dan Apsee 
was caught playing the 
ball on the floor and off¬ 
side. He was given 10 
minutes in the sin-bin 
and Williams doubled 
the home team’s lead. 

The remaining few 
minutes of the half saw 
Athletic still on the 
defensive with Chris 
Whitcombe, Matthew 
Norman and Jamie 
Doherty showing com¬ 
mitment and steel to 
keep the home attackers 
at bay. 

After the first few 
minutes of the second 
half, Apsee returned and 
from then on it was all 
attack from Bridgend 
Athletic. They dominat¬ 
ed possession and creat¬ 
ed a number of chances 
to score. 

One break down the 
right by Tom Morgan 
resulted in Jonny Nation 
being bundled into 
touch by the desperate 
cover defence, and min¬ 
utes later McCausland 
suffered the same fate. 

It was from this line- 
out that the Ath drove to 
the middle and forced 
the home side to give 
away a penalty for Steve 
Lewis to step up and 
convert. 


selves, following on 
from their 24-10 victo¬ 
ry over Maesteg, they 
defeated Corns 31-10 
on Thursday evening. 

There were tries for 
Callum Matthews, 
Matthew Keylock, 
Gareth Downes, Lewis 
Morgan and Curtis 
Kerton. Shaun Burnell 
put over three conver¬ 
sions. Both Ross 
Cooper and Curtis 
Kerton had outstanding 
games. 

GO’S 


The Bridgend side 
continued to probe and 
challenge the home team 
who defended with com¬ 
mitment and resolution. 

The Ath replaced 
Doherty and Whitcombe 
with Connor McDonald 
and Jonny Jones, and 
carried the battle to 
Carmarthen with 

renewed ferocity. 

It was inevitable that 
the home side would 
give away penalties and 
two clear-cut chances 
were missed in the 
heavy and greasy condi¬ 
tions. 

With time running 
out, the Ath made one 
last effort and forced a 
penalty. It was a long- 
range effort and proved 
to be beyond the capa¬ 
bilities of veteran Stuart 
Morris to level the 


S eventeen-year- 
old Evan 
David from 
Llanharan, riding 
the 11-year-old 
French-bred Liberty 
Rocky notched up 
his first winner at 
the Teme Valley 
Point-To-Point 
Steeplechases at 
Brampton Bryan. 

Evan, who works for 
Aberthin National Hunt 
trainer Tim Vaughan, 
had Liberty Rock in a 
prominent position 
throughout the novice 
riders’ race and riding a 
well-judged finish, went 
on to to win by one-and- 
a quarter lengths from 
the favourite 
Prioritisation with 
Victor Merlyn a further 
neck away in third place. 


scores on this occasion, 
unlike many others in 
the past. 

It was not a day for 
the Bridgend Athletic 
high tempo, free-run¬ 
ning style but the coach¬ 
es were delighted that 
the team were so com¬ 
petitive throughout, as 
in the recent past they 
would have been likely 
to have been completely 
outgunned by heavier, 
well-drilled opponents. 

The losing bonus 
point earned today has 
narrowed the gap 
between Bridgend 
Athletic and the two 
teams above them, 
Bonymaen and Corns, 
who both lost. 

Next week the Ath 
play Bonymaen at 
Newbridge Fields. 

MARK DAVIES 


Liberty Rock, a win¬ 
ner in France of a two- 
mile and four furlong 
hurdle race, is owned 
and trained by 
Bridgend’s Samantha 
Butler. 

Farnouge, a seven- 
year-old chesnut gelding, 
owned and trained by 
Bridgend’s David Brace, 
and ridden by Richard 
Woolacott, outjumped 
his nine rivals to land 
the restricted, coming 
home 25 lengths ahead 
of Laverty. 

Like Liberty Rock, 
Farnouge is qualified 
with the Llangeinor 
Hunt. 

Mr Brace’s O’Rage 
was made favourite to 
win the open maiden 
race but was carried out 
at the second fence. 

BRIAN LEE 


Kenfig Hill’s 14 men 
dig deep for victory 



Chris Tossell in action. 


I Photograph by PETER GILLING 

a good week for them- 


Evan (17) lands 
his first winner 


PENCOED PHOENK 22 
TREORCHY WOMEN 22 


TREORCHY 
kicked off on this 
unique occasion 
when, for the first 
time in the history 
of Pencoed RFC, it 
was represented in 
organised, compet¬ 
itive women’s 

rugby. 

Beth Butler and Amie 
Stevens excelled with 
early tackles in their 
own 22 to keep the visi¬ 
tors out. Phoenix then 
sent speedster Catherine 
James away from 60 
metres, only for the 
score to be ruled out for 
a forward pass! 

Following an opening 
minute injury to Lucy 
Gorringe, Phoenix then 
lost their second player, 
Sophie Williams, with a 
knee injury, to be 
replaced by Katie 
Murphy. 

Stevens produced 
two more huge hits, 
with the crowd aghast at 
each collision. Then the 
Treorchy player of the 
match, hooker Mia 
Phillips, surged over 
from 20 metres out. 


Butler then scored on 
the counter for Phoenix, 
running in from 35 
metres after snapping up 
a loose ball. Shortly 
after, Phoenix lost pos¬ 
session near their own 
line for Treorchy to cap¬ 
italise and score a con¬ 
verted try to lead 12-5. 

Both sides then 
defended well, before 
Treorchy increased their 
lead to 17-5, slicing 
through from the side of 
a scrummage. 

Phoenix countered 
and scored the try of the 
match, Sarah Hughes 
outpacing the Treorchy 
cover defence from 60 
metres out to score 
under the sticks. Butler 
converted to cut the 
deficit to 17-12. 

At the start of the sec¬ 
ond half, Phoenix went 
straight on the attack, 
and levelled the score at 
17-17 with a try from 
Louise Jones. Phoenix 
were on top territorially 
with the wind advan¬ 
tage, but the visitors 
were defending stoutly. 

Butler then put 
Phoenix in a good posi¬ 
tion, before Hughes 



Pencoed Phoenix 
player of the match, 
Amie Stevens. 


crossed for her second 
try to lead 22-17. 

Treorchy responded 
immediately with a try 
in the comer, to level at 
22 - 22 . 

Butler again put her 
side into the visitors’ 22 
with a well-judged kick 
in the closing minutes, 
and Phoenix pressed 
hard for the winning 
score. However, it was 
not to be, with the draw 
a fair result, both sides 
having given their all. 

Phoenix will now 
prepare for the 
Abergavenny Festival in 
May when both the 
under-18 and senior 
women’s teams will be 
in action in their respec¬ 
tive competitions. 

TR 


Tennis hopefuls join 
UK coaching scheme 


A NUMBER of jun¬ 
ior tennis players 
from the Vale have 
been retained on 
the Lawn Tennis 
Association’s (LTA) 
AEGON 
EutureStars pro¬ 
gramme for a sec¬ 
ond consecutive 
year. 

The players that have 
been reselected are: 
Safiyyah Azeez (Dinas 
Powys), a 16-year-old, 
who trains at the Esporta 
Health and Racquets 
Club Cardiff; 

James Hignett (Penarth, 
17) who trains at the 
International High 
Performance Centre at 
the University of Bath; 
and Matthew Kamal 
(Pontyclun, 13), who 
trains at the Esporta 
Health and Racquets 
Club, Cardiff. 

The players are 
among 395 youngsters 
selected for the pro¬ 
gramme which recognis¬ 
es and supports some of 
the best juniors in the 
country, based on the 
individual player’s talent 
ID assessment or rank¬ 
ing. 

They were first 
awarded a place on the 
AEGON EutureStars 


programme in 2009, and 
after a successful year 
on court, they have been 
selected again as part of 
the 2010 intake of play¬ 
ers. They will join top 


juniors from around the 
country who all receive 
varying levels of funding 
and support from the 
LTA. 


^ Rain or shine... 

Induction or 
improvement 

£15 PER 
LESSON 

£42.50 for 3 
£80.00 for 6 
Why not 

Book a course? 

i 

^ Bridgond 

GOLF 

1 Complex 

Sandra Bale and staff extend a warm 
welcome to beginners and experienced golfers alike. 
See our resiaent golf professional, Steve Gough, 
for expert instruction. 


• Nine-hole pay & play 

• No membership fees 

• No handicap necessary 

• All weather floodlit driving 

• Professional tuition available 

• Junior Group Lessons A 

• Senior and Ladies' Mornings 

• PGA-approved golf shop 

• All equipment available for hire ^ 

• LOYALTY SCHEME AVAILABLE 


EXCELLENT VALUE 


Weekdays: 9 holes £6.00, 

18 holes £9.00 

Weekends and bonk holidays: 
9 holes £7.00,18 holes £10.50 
Tel: 01656 647926 


We're easy to find - off A48, 
opposite Bridgend Ford 










































